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AT  tlic  siiixi^ORtion  of  some  of  tlic  forinor  iiilialntants  of  the 
Town  of  Viri;il,  wlio  had  siinultaiicoiisly  ]irop<isc<l  visitine; 
tljc  j)hu-e  of  tlic'ir  nativity,  it  was  (U'CMucd  a])propriatc  to  extend  a 
•general  invitation  to  suc-h  as  liad  formerly  l)een  residents  of  the 
Town,  to  nnite  witli  tlie  present  inlialtitants,  in  sueli  exercises  as 
wouM  he  suitahle  to  tlie  oeeasion  promising  so  much  of  interest  and 
gratification.  'JMic  invitations  thus  extended  were  responded  to  eor- 
(hally,  and  at  the  time  designated,  a  hirge  num1)er  of  people  came 
together,  including  representatives  from  many  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  families  of  the  Town,  whose  course  in  life  has  led 
them  to  remote  parts  of  our  land. 

In  accordance  witli  the  arrangements  of  the  Committee,  when  the 
guests  jiad  arrivi'<l  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  August,  they  were 
escorted  to  the  Preshyterian  Chui'ch,  wlieri'  they  were  respectively 
introduced  to  the  ]>eople,  by  the  President,  Dea.  S.  M.  Roe.  R.  O. 
Ri'VUolds,  Ks<j.,  in  behalf  of  the  j)eo])le  of  tlie  Town,  then  .•n-ose  and 
wt'lcomed  the  guests  as  follows:* 

Kkiknds  AM)  (ti-ksts: — We  ai-e  assemlih-d  here,  altera  sepai'ation 
of  some  years,  to  renew  aciiuaintance,  to  hi'igliten  tlie  golden  chain 
of  rriendshij),  by  genial  interchange  of  hearts,  of  giving  and  receiv- 
ing nintiial  pleasure.  Many  <>1"  ydu  have  been  absent  IVom  us  lon£r 
and  wi-ary  years.  Some  of  you,  ei-e  you  left  us,  had  left  the  valhy 
of  youth  and  liad  begun  tjie  I'ongh  and  i-ngge(l  roa<i  that  winds  u]) 
the  hill  of  active  lii'e.  Tlien  how  Uiucli  did  the  futui-e  seem  to  pi'oiii- 
i.-e.      Al:i.-  how  little  li;rs    been    aceonijdislied  I      The   experiences   of 

•It  \\:\»  iMon  thoupht  that,  inju'iiinich  as  the  scene  cannot  bo  reprfKlnced,  and 
that  a  hook  of  niolenito  dinu-nsions  would  he  more  likely  t^  he  rciul  tlum  a  lar^o 
one.  it  would  he  hc.'jt  to  ahridge  souie  of  the  addresses  contained  in  the  previous 
]iutilic4ition  and  merely  present  soni<'  of  the  outlines. 
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life  are  tluvt  disappointment  is  the  common  lot  of  all  men.  With 
tliis  view  of  the  case  how  soothinj^  the  thonght  that  we  may  return 
to  the  scenes  of  childhood  and  mingle  onr  sympathies  with  former 
friends  of  like  experience.  Of  friendships  broken,  of  faith  betra^'ed, 
of  wrong  inflicted  and  hearts  crnslied  in  the  miseral)le  conflict  for  the 
honors  and  distinctions  of  this  life,  and  even  for  avaracions,  miserly 
gain,  we  never  heard  or  deemed  them  hut  as  a  horrid  and  distorted 
romancte  of  fiends  instead  of  men. 

He  continued  in  this  strain,  expressing  the  utmost  cordiality  and 
courtesy,  for  nearly  a  half  hour  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  those 
addressed,  who  were  welcomed  in  the  most  liearty  manner  to  the 
festivities  of  the  day. 

Dr.  F.  Hyde  responded  in  a  few  remarks,  and  introduced  to  the 
audience  M.  Frank,  Esq.,  who  said: 

He  did  not  come  expecting  to  make  an  address  and  was  not  pro- 
pared  to  do  so.  He  had  written  to  an  individual  in  the  county, 
when  apprised  of  this  meeting,  tliat  no  j^ublic  address  must  be  ex- 
pected from  him.  He  would,  however,  make  a  few  remarks.  When 
lie  came  in  sight  of  the  place,  the  scenes  of  his  early  years  came  up 
before  liim,  and  he  felt  himself  young  again.  But  when  he  came 
and  looked  upon  the  people  assembled,  he  was  reminded  of  his  mor- 
tality— time  had  made  its  impress  upon  many  a  once  familiar  coun- 
tenance. He  recognized  a  portion  of  the  assemblage,  l)ut  they  were 
mostly  of  a  new  generation,  who  had  risen  up  to  take  the  place  of 
their  fathers.  He  had  l)een  al)sent  from  the  county  many  years; 
had  resided  in  the  west  fourteen  years.  He  said  he  liad  ])ecome 
westernized ;  he  was,  in  fact,  a  western  man — his  feelings,  sympathies 
and  interests  were  identified  with  the  west.  The  west  was,  however, 
not  that  far  off  country- it  once  was;  the  facilities  of  travel  and  com- 
munication had  brouglit  it  to  the  very  doors  of  the  east.  Manners, 
]ial)its  and  tastes  which  once  characterized  the  west  from  the  east, 
now  scarcely  had  any  distinguished  traits,  but  were  fast  assimulating 
to  one  great  uniformity.  But  power  was  tending  westward — soon 
the  destinies  of  the  nation  would  be  controlled  by  the  population 
west  of  the  Allegliany  mountains.  All  good  men  in  the  west  felt 
that  tlie  future  welfare  of  tlie  repul)lic  depended  not  upon  political 
platforms,  or  tlie  measures  of  political  men.  The  moral  and  intel- 
Icctual  (>levation  of  the  peo])le,  es])ecially  of  the  rising  generation, 
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\v:is  rcL':ir<lc<l  ms  tlic  tuily  s:if'r  :m<!  sure  Ll'Uiii'.'ilitcc  t<»  tlic  jicrpctiintitni 
of  our  free  institutions. 

This  nu'ctiiii;,  he  s;ii<l,  would  l>i'  chci-ishi'd  in  incniory,  as  one  of 
till*  most  iin|»(trtMnt  events  of  his  life.  The  recftllections  of  the  past 
jukI  the  scenes  of  the  jn-esent  aAv;iken  sensati(»ns  and  inspire  emotic^ns 
that  can  never  l»e  effaced  from  the  mind.  The  past  and  the  present, 
they  pass  in  n-view  before  us,  M'ith  a  strange  and  yet  indescribable 
interi'st.  Voices  once  familiar  here  are  now  Inished  in  that  myste- 
rious silence  to  wliidi  all  tin-  living  haste;  fi-iends  we  once  loved  to 
irre(>t  have  ])assed  from  our  sight  forever.  Those  mIio  seemingly 
but  yesterday  were  young,  aj)pear  to  have  been  strangely  hurried 
iilong  the  ]i:itliw;iy  of  age.  The  responsibilities  of  manhood  and 
a<'tive  life,  have,  in  \r.\\'\,  })assed  to  anothei'  generation.  The  destiny 
of  the  future  of  tliis  Town  is  committed  to  the  men  now  here  ni)on 
the  stage  of  action — tliat  futm-e  will  bo  elevated  and  glorious,  in 
pro]»ortion  as  the  moral  and  ('(lucatioiial  interests  of  the  peoide  are 
cared  and  ])rovided  foi'. 

In  l»ehalf  of  the  visitors  from  abroad,  Mi-.  F.  said  lie  conld  not 
command  language  adequate  to  express  a  sense  of  ol)li<i-ation  for  tlie 
generous  welcome  and  hosjutality  which  had  been  extendi'd.  The 
c\j>ri'ssions  of  kindness  and  friendshij)  were  overpowerinij,  and  he 
dare  not  li-u^t  hiuiscil'  with  what  the  im])ulse  of  feeliuij:  miu-lit  lead 
him  to  say.  lie  c<inclu<led  by  thaid<ing  the  assendilv  for  its  indul- 
gence for  the  nianiicstations  of  kind  regard. 

At  the  coiicjii^ioii  <if  Mr.  Ki-ank's  i-ciiiarks  the  choir  sanii'  ihe 
ioll<»\\  ing  ode: 

HOME    AGAIN. 

WOKOS   15V   MARSHALL  K.    I'IKK. 

lloiuc  again— lioine  af,'ain — 

From  a  foreijjn  shore. 
And,  oh,  it  fills  my  sonl  witli  joy. 
To  nuM't  my  frii-mls  once  more 
IIen»  r  dropped  the  pArtinj,'  t^iar, 

To  ci-oss  the  ocean's  foam. 
But  now  I'm  once  again  with  those 
Wlio  kindly  greet  me  home; 

Home  again — home  again — 
Prom  a  foreign  shore, 

And,  oh,  it  fills  my  soul  with  joy. 
To  moot  my  friends  onr-o  more. 
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Happy  hearts — happy  hearts. 

With  mine  have  laughed  in  glee; 
But,  oh !  the  friends  I  loved  in  youth, 

Seem  happier  to  me  ; 
And  if  my  guide  sliould  be  tjie  fate, 

Whicli  bids  me  longer  roam. 
But  death  alone  can  break  the  tie 

That  binds  my  heart  to  home. 
Home  again,  &c. 

Music  sweet — music  soft —  .  '       - 

Lingers  round  the  jDlace, 
And,  oh!  I  feel  the  childhood  chaimi, 

That  time  cannot  efface. 
Then  give  me  but  my  homestead  roof, 

I'll  ask  no  palace  dome ; 
For  I  can  live  a  hapjjy  life. 

With  these  I  love  at  home. 
Home  again,  &c. 

Rev.    Mr.    Ercjmlirack  then  offered  a  fervent   and  appropriate 
prayer,  when  the  choir  sano;  the  following: 

LAND   OF    OUR   FATHERS. 

Land  of  our  fathers,  wheresoever  we  roam. 

Land  of  our  birth,  to  us  thou  still  art  home; 
Peace  and  prosperity  on  thy  sons  attend, 
Down  to  posterity,  their  influence  descend. 

All  then  inviting  hearts  and  voices  joining. 

Sing  we  in  harmony,  our  native  land. 
Our  native  land — our  native  land — our  native  land. 

Thoiigh  our  climes  may  brighter  hopes  fulfill, 

Land  of  our  birth,  we  ever  love  thee  still. 
Heaven  shield  our  happy  homes,  from  each  hostile  Land ; 

Freedom  and  plenty,  ever  crown  our  native  land. 
All  then,  &c. 

The  president   then   introduced   to   the   audience,   Dea.   Nathan 
Bouton,  who  gave  the  following  incidents  of  the 
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Fellow  Citizens: — The  duty  assigned  me  1)y  the  committee,  on 
this  occasion,  is  one  involving  much  labor  and  responsihility.     The 
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foUcctioii  (t{  tin-  i'ncts  Mini  st:iti>tics  to  he  ciiiln-iiccd  in  the  Itricf  out- 
lim*  of  the  liistory  uf  this  Town,  wliicli  I  propose  to  ^ive,  luis  l)een 
iitti'iKk'd,  not  «»nly  with  (•onsi(h'nihh'  liih<tr,  hut  much  ol)Scurity  has 
rested  on  sonu'  iiiij)ortiiut  ]n)iiits,  (»\viuLr  to  the  fact  tliat  most  of  the 
early  setth'rs  have  .i;<nu-  "the  way  of  all  the  earth."  By  diligent 
in<iuirv,  however,  I  have  heen  ahle  to  ari-ivo  at  a  good  degree  of 
certainty,  resjx'ctiiig  all  the  particulars  set  forth  in  these  remarks, 
and  the  heai-er  may  rely  ujtou  tlieiii  as  substantially  true.  I  have 
availed  my.>^elf  (»f  the  various  sources  of  information  within  my 
reach,  and  am  especially  indehted  for  the  iiiti-oduction  to  "  Iloxcn- 
KiKs'  II18T0KV  OK  Wkstkrn  Nkw  ^'oiiK. "  1  aiii  to  deal  with  })rimi- 
tive  times,  and  if  the  language  used  sho\d<l  not  he  as  elegant  or 
modern  as  that  of  some  of  the  s]H\-d<ers  on  this  occasion,  I  hope  the 
effort  may  In*  acci'i)tal»le. 

Previous  to  1789,  the  county  of  Montgomery  embraced  all  the 
western  part  of  the  State.  In  that  year  the  county  of  Ontario  was 
set  off,  <-omprehending  that  ]»art  of  the  State  wi'st  of  what  was  called 
the  "  prccnijitioii  line. '"  In  1  Tl*  1 .  1  lie  counties  (»f  Herkimer  and  Tioga 
wi-ri' set  off  from  Montgonu'ry.  The  county  of  Onondaga,  includ- 
ing the  whole  Military  Tract,  was  set  off  from  Herkimer  in  I7i>4. 
l-'roiii  ( )nondaga,  Cayuga  was  detacheil  in  1  Tli!>,  and  Ooi-tland  in 
1S(»,S.  The  ]\[ilitary  Tract  was  s(>  called,  from  the  fact  that  it 
was  set  apart  for  the  |)ayment  of  military  bounties  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  State  who  had  served  in  the  army  for  a  certain  period  during 
the  war  of  the  Ilcvolutitiii.  Tliistra<-t  embi-aces  the  jtresent  counties 
«»f  Onondaga,  ('ayuga,  Si'Ueca  and  Oortland,  the  gi'catei-  ])art  of 
Tomjikins,  with  small  parts  of  Oswego  and  Wayne. 

The  Indian  title  being  at  length  c.\t inguishi'd,  an  act  was  pass(^d 
by  the  Iiegi>lature  of  the  Stati'.  February  ;2S,  ITSJ),  for  surveying 
the  laixl  and  a|)propriating  it  to  the  use  of  the  soldiers.  The  Ti-act 
was  siM-\-eyc(|  into  twenty-eight  to\\ii>|ii|)s.  e;ich  containing  one  hun- 
dred lots  of  a  sijuare  mile  each.  10\(ry  >(>ldier  and  non-connnis- 
sioneil  oiiicer  of  the  State  troops  had  one  lot  assigned  him.  The 
otlicers  received  larger  portions  in  propoition  to  rank.  Many  of  the 
soldiers,  by  reasitn  of  the  l<»ng  period  which  elapse(l  ])rcvious  to  the 
issuing  of  the  ])atents  ajul  tiie  many  uncertainties  coimected  with 
till'  subject,  had  s«>ld  thiMr  rights  foi-  a  nieic  pittance,  some,  it  is  said, 
!ie  Jow  as  eigjjt  dollars,  so  that  they  dei-ived  very  little  benelit  from 


FESTAL  GATHERING.  9 

the  Hrrtint^-eiiient,  mid  the  way  opened  for  miicli  speculation  and  ul- 
timately nnich  litigation  to  settle  titles.  Many,  however,  lived  to 
settle  upon  their  lots,  and  thus  secured  to  themselves  a  competence  in 
old  age,  with  an  inheritance  to  descend  after  tliem  to  their  children. 
The  patents  were  issued  in  1790,  and  preparations  were  soon  made 
by  those  interested,  to  effect  settlements  on  their  lands. 

Tlie  Township  of  Virgil  is  in  the  county  of  Cortland,  and  is  one 
of  the  southern  to\\Tis  on  the  Military  Tract.  The  whole  of  tliis 
Ti^wn  does  not  belong  to  the  Military  Tract,  as  the  tract  called  the 
"  Massachusetts  Ten  Townships, "  comprehends  about  one  and  one- 
half  mile  in  width  across  tlie  soutli  side,  leaving,  liowever,  the  Town 
nearly  ten  miles  squai-e.  It  is  situated  on  the  height  of  land  be- 
tween the  St.  Lawrence  and  Susquehanna  rivers.  The  waters  part 
here  in  less  than  a  mile  from  where  we  are  now  assembled,  and 
mingle  with  those  of  the  broad  Atlantic  through  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  and  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  surface  is  variegated  with  liills 
and  valleys,  watered  l)y  numerous  springs  and  smaller  streams  of 
water.  The  timber  is  rather  hea^y,  consisting  of  maple,  beech,  elm, 
basswood,  pine,  hemlock  and  cllerr3^  Some  of  the  hills  have  con- 
sideral)le  chestnut  and  oak,  and  interspersed  through  the  whole  is 
some  white  ash  and  ])irch.  The  soil  is  rather  uniff)rm — a  medium 
Vtetween  the  best  and  poorest — and  better  adapted  to  grazing  than 
tillage.  The  water  is  good,  and  most  parts  are  remarkably  well  sup- 
plied for  common  purposes;  but  tliere  are  no  largo  permanent 
streams  adapted  to  tlie  propelling  of  mills  and  machinery.  The 
Tioughnioga  runs  through  the  nortlieast  part  of  tlie  To^vn,  remote 
from  the  principal  part  of  the  population,  and  is  not  adapted  to  the 
objects  to  whicli  allusion  has  been  made.  To  facilitate  tlie  settle- 
ment of  this  section  of  the  country,  a  road  was  projected,  connecting 
Oxford  with  the  Cayuga  Lake,  to  pass  through  this  Town.  Josepli 
Chaplin,  the  first  inlial)itant,  was  entrusted  with  this  work.  The 
instrument  by  which  he  was  authorized  to  engage  in  it  was  authen- 
ticated on  the  5th  of  May,  1792.  He  spent  that  season  in  exploring 
and  surveying  the  route,  the  length  of  which  is  about  sixty  miles. 
He  came  to  lot  No.  50,  which  he  owned,  and  afterwards  settled, 
erected  a  house  and  prosecuted  his  work,  having  a  woman  to  keep 
the  house  and  cook  for  workmen.  The  work  of  cutting  and  clearing 
the  road  was  done  in  1793-4;  so  that  he  moved  his  family  from 
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Oxfonl  uvrr  it  in  tlic  winter  17U4-5,  employing'  six  or  si'vcii  sk-iijlis 
fni<:litc<l  with  fnyuily,  fnriiitnrc,  ]>rovisi<>ns,  Szv. 

In  I7t»4,  .loliii  M.  Frrink,  who  liM<l  a  piitcnt  for  lot  No.  48,  c.'inu' to 
asc(M-t:iin  its  hicatioii  and  condition.  He  canio  n\(m<x  linos  of  h)ts  hy 
inarkiMl  trees,  takiiiir  the  present  sonth  line  of  tlie  Town.  np(»n  which 
his  lot  wat<  lKMin(le<l,  ina<le  his  iliscov(>iies  and  retnriied.  The  next 
year  he  came,  made  a  l)e;^iiniinu:  in  tiie  forest,  ere(-ted  a  house,  re- 
turned to  his  family  and  made  j)re})arati(tns  to  move  on.  He  eanie 
from  MontiiCdinerv  t<»  Co<»pcrstin\ii,  then  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
Ohcnanjro  Point,  tlieneo  up  the  Chenanp^o  and  Tiouijhniofra  rivers  to 
(!haplin's,  thetiee  on  the  State  road  to  a  point  near  where  the  villa<;o 
now  is,  thence  southerly,  ])assinp;  near  where  Murdock's  Tannery 
Ptands,  and  >o  on  over  the  liill  to  near  wliei-e  J^Fr.  Ilotchkiss  now 
lives,  and  then  to  the  huildin<z;  he  had  erected.  They  arrived  in 
Novemher,  IT'.'o,  after  a  journey  of  six  weeks.  And  from  tliat  tim(> 
till  spriui;  saw  none  hut  their  own  family.  The  man  wliom  lie  had 
empU)Ve<l  to  move  them  in  hrouiiht  the  fairiily,  and  ]\Ir.  Fi-ank  came 
out  on  foot  and  drove  seven  head  of  cattle  and  six  sheep.  The  sheep 
went  away  a  little  from  the  house  a  few  days  sifter  their  arrival,  ^ot 
<»nt  of  si^ht  and  were  never  heard  of  after,  and  it  was  supposed  tluit 
the  wolves  took  them.  Tiie  <'attle  were  wintered  on  hi-owse,  and  all 
lived  exce|it  one  ycailinir-  Sanniel  Marvin,  who  moved  the  family, 
M<xree<i  I'lirther.  that  he  wouhl  clear  two  acres  and  iiirni>h  the  family 
with  j»rovi>ions  for  one  year  for  three  hiMi(h'e<l  acres  off  the  east  si<le 
of  the  lot,  which  a^reement^  wei'c  mutually  fulfilled.  It  is  well  to 
imdcr^t.-ind.  that,  thoutrh  the  patents  were  for  the  wiioje  s(|uare  mile, 
yet  the  State  reserved  to  it.-^elf  the  ri<!:ht  to  retain  one  hun(h-ed  acres 
in  the  southeast  corner  of  each  lot,  and  irive  an  ecpial  amount  in 
( )hio,  mdc»  the  pci-^on  to  re<-ei\c  the  patent  should  ii:;ive  notice  of 
his  wish  to  have  his  land  together,  also  charijcMl  the  ])atentcc  eight 
dollai-s  for  siwveyiui;,  and,  in  defaidt  of  payment,  reserved  fifty  acres 
in  one  corner,  called  the  *' Survi'v  (»f  tiftv  acres.'"  Mr.  Fi'ank  irave 
notice  and  saved  the  otic  hundred  acres,  hut  c<(uld  Hot  I'aise  the  eight 
dollars  t<»  save  the  tifty,  though  he  oifj-red  a  cow  for  the  money,  and 
also  pro]>osed  to  mortgage  the  whole  lot  in  security;  c(»nsequently 
the  fifty  acres  were  alienated,  constituting  part  of  the  farm  now 
ownu'd  l)y  J).  L.  Hronxm. 

The  nt^xt  iidiahitaiit  wa>  -lohn  (tcc.  also  a  sol(h<'r  of  the  Revolution. 
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He  drew  lot  No.  21,  bounded  west  hy  the  town  of  Diydeii,  on  wliicli 
some  ^>f  liis  desi-endants  now  live.  He  came  in  1795,  and  two  others 
with  him,  ])ringino;  their  provisions  with  them  on  foot  from  Chenango 
Point,  guided  })y  marked  trees.  They  cut  down  the  trees  on  a  little 
spot,  and  ])uilt  such  a  liouse  as  three  men  could,  with  only  an  axe, 
Mithout  a  board,  a  nail  or  a  pane  of  glass,  and  returned.  He  moved 
his  family  the  next  year  from  Wyoming,  arriving  on  the  17th  of 
June.  The  family  consisted  of  his  father  and  mother,  his  wife  and 
six  cliildren,  to  live  in  a  building  about  sixteen  feet  by  twelve.  And 
it  may  perhaps  as  well  be  said  here  as  anywhere,  that  all  the  struct- 
ures for  inhal)itants  were  made  rude.  Generally  they  were  small, 
built  up  of  logs,  with  a  floor  of  plank  split  from  bass  wood  logs,  door 
of  the  same,  hung  with  wooden  hinges,  and  the  roof  of  bark  peeled 
from  elm  or  ))asswood,  witliout  chimney  or  glass  window.  This  was 
the  case  with  nearly  all  constructed  previous  to  1801,  when  the  first 
Saw  Mill  was  built.  And  I  may  also  proceed  to  say  in  this  place, 
tliat  the  farming  utensils,  household  furniture,  and  all  such  necessa- 
ries and  conveniences  of  life,  were  rude  and  clumsy.  The  bedsteads 
were  not  F'rench,  ]>ut  American,  consisting  of  four  posts  of  round 
timber,  with  lioles  V)ored  to  receive  the  end  and  side  rails,  and  bark 
draM^i  across  instead  of  cords.  Tlie  young  childivn,  of  wldch  the 
number  was  considera])le  in  proportion  to  the  population,  were  soothed 
to  rest  in  sap-troughs  and  hollow  logs  for  cradles.  It  was  the  lot  of 
your  speaker  to  enjoy  the  latter,  ^'i]»rating  on  the  plank  floor  before 
described.  Trenchers  or  wooden  plates  were,  in  many  instances 
used  instead  of  earthen,  &c.  Other  points  of  correspondence  might 
be  traced,  but  we  will  leave  tliat  to  the  imagination  of  our  hearers. 
With  Mr.  Gee  the  neigld)ors  were:  J.  Chaplin,  at  the  river,  al)Out 
twelve  miles  l)y  tlie  road,  J.  M.  Frank,  four  miles  without  road,  and 
Ebenezer  Brown,  twelve  miles  west  in  Milton,  now  Lansing.  The 
nearest  grist  mill  was  at  Chenango  Point,  now  Binghamton,  and  no 
store  even  there.  His  flour  was  brought  up  in  a  canoe  to  Chaplin's, 
and  generally  from  there  on  foot.  In  1798,  Ludlow's  mill  was  l)uilt 
at  Ludlowville,  which  was  a  convenience  to  him  and  the  very  few 
others  who  liad  then  settled  in  To:wn.  It  would  not,  liowever,  "  quit 
cost,"  or  as  we  ha.ve  it,  '•'•  would  not  pay'''  to  carry  co/'u  that  distance 
to  l>e  ground,  so  tliey  would  burn  a  liolloAV  place  in  the  top  of  a  stump 
and  ]>ound  it  in  tliat  witli  a  pestle  liung  to  a  spring  sweep. 
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In  the  Sprini;  <il  17M7,  .Inlm  K.  Uoo  caim-  on  troiii  I'lstci- (-(Miiitv, 
and  niadi'  a  iK'^iiinin^  on  his  lot,  the  same  (xtcupied  till  recently  l»y 
liiinpolf  and  family,  itoiirdinir  with  Mr.  Frank.  lie  cleared  a  spot, 
|int  np  the  Itody  of  a  l<»i;  house,  s]»lit  phiidc  an<l  lai<l  a  tloor,  peeled 
hark  for  a  roof  and  airn-cd  wifh  a  man  in  Homer  to  put  it  on.  He 
als<»  cut  and  ciirfd  sonic  d'  llic  wild  trra^'^  uro\vin<i;''iii  the  swamp,  for 
hay,  ami  ri'turncd.  I'l-cpaiations  were  then  made  for  moving  on, 
which  was  done  in  the  wintci-  foUowini::.  lie  and  his  Anfe  came  in 
a  slcii^h  with  a  yomiix  cow  lollowiuM- them.  Wlien  they  came  to  the 
river  oj»])osite  Mr.  Cha])lin's  they  f<»imd  the  water  hij;h  and  the  ca- 
noe tli.'it  had  hcj'Ti  used  in  crossini;,  carriiMl  away.  Mr.  Chaplin's 
ho:,'  troiiirh  was  ])rociired  ,ind  Mrs.  Roe  was  safely  carried  over  in  it. 
8hi'  then  stoo«l  n])on  the  haid<  to  await  the  crossing  of  what  remained. 
1'he  horses  heing  urged  in,  swam  across  \\\X\\  the  sleigh,  the  cow  fol- 
lowed, and  came  near  heing  carri(>(l  away  hy  the  current,  hut  after 
a  hard  struggle  made  the  shore  in  safety.  They  put  up  foi-  the  night, 
the  horses  heing  fastened  to  the  sleigii,  as  no  acconnnocUitions  could 
he  procm-ed  ;  and  they  ate  out  the  l)ottoms  of  the  cliairs,  to  allay 
the  keen  demands  of  ;i]>j)etite.  The  snow  was  two  feet,  witli  no 
track,  and  the  whole  (hiy  was  eonsunu'd  in  coming  from  the  river  to 
their  new  home.  AVheii  tliey  arrived  they  were  snrprised  to  tind 
iheir  house  without  covering,  consefpiently  the  snow  as  deej)  in  it  as 
out  of  it.  Persons  of  less  perseverance  would  have  heen  disheart- 
ened. Hut  jio  tinu'  was  to  he  lost.  The  snow  wa^  cleared  away  from 
a  jxiition  of  the  Jlooi-,  a  lire  huilt  against  the  logs,  some  hlankets 
drawn  across  the  Iteaiiis  for  a  covering,  tlie  hoi'ses  tied  in  one  coi-ner 
with  some  of  the  coarse  hay  heforc^  tlieni,  and  thus  their  first  aiul 
several  successive  nights  were  ])assed. 

'V\\\\>  in  Fel.ru.iry,  1TI»^,  we  tind  lour  families  in  the  T(n\m,  sep- 
arated hy  long  (hstances  from  each  other,  almost  without  roads,  suf- 
fering in  many  respects  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  exposed  in  their 
pr<»perty  an<l  pers.ius  to  the  ravages  of  wild  l)easts,  and  far  from 
sympathizing  friends.  Ihit  the  <hn-k,  howling  wihlerness  must  be 
changed  to  fruitful  tields,  and  these  were  the  pioneers  to  lead  on  in 
this  great  work.  Wild  heasts  were  vtM'v  numerous,  especially  rfeer. 
Mr.  Roe  has  sat  in  his  house  and  seen  twenty-tive  pass  in  a  drove, 
and  Jonathan  (-ree  has  seen  from  six  to  eight  lirowsing  with  the  cat- 
tl(^  at  once.     There  were  als(»  many  wolves  and  hears,  and  Mr.  Roe 
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find  Capt.  Knapp  cautjlit  and  killed  fifteen  wolves  in  one  vear;  and 
during  the  time  wlieii  tliev  were  pi-evalent,  Mr.  Roe  lost  by  them 
fifteen  head  <»f  cattle  and  a  large  number  of  sheep.  Their  ravages 
were  general,  and  ti\il)jected  the  inhabitants  to  the  necessity  of  fold- 
ing their  sheep  eveiy  night  f(jr  about  tifteen  years.  For  a  series  of 
years  the  settlers  snft'ered  great  hardships  and  privations,  Init  they 
gradually  diminished,  so  that  in  1809  or  "lU  most  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  were  accessible  to  the  mass  of  the  people.  Though  I  shall  notice 
the  progress  of  the  settlements,  I  shall  not  l)e  so  minute  in  reference 
to  particular  families.  To  this  number  there  was  added  in  1798, 
James  Wright  whei-e  Thomas  iStanbro  now  lives,  James  Knapp 
where  M.  B.  Mynard  lives,  James  Glenny  and  Joiin  Glenny,  near 
the  residences  of  H.  P.  Jones  and  Thomas  Hammond,  Joseph  Bailey 
where  William  Givens  lives,  and  Wait  Ball  whei-e  J.  C.  Hntchings 
lives.  In  Fel>ruary,  1799,  Enos  Bouton  settled  where  he  remained 
wliile  he  lived ;  Dana  Miles  and  others  not  now  known,  came  in,  so 
that  in  the  year  twenty-three  nien  were  taxed  with  highway  labor. 
In  18<»0,  we  tind  James  Sherwood,  who  settled  on  the  ridge  east 
from  A.  J.  Brown's  residence,  James  Wright,  wlio  settled  near  where 
Mrs.  Bvrani  lives,  John  Calvert,  near  whei'e  N.  Chamberlain  owns, 
Seth  Larabee,  neai-  where  A  brain  Oak  lives,  Joim  Ellis  where  L.  V. 
Tcrpenning  lives,  Moses  Rice  where  Cephas  Gleason  lives,  Abial 
Br(jwn  where  Abijah  Raight  lives,  Moses  Stevens  wliere  Barnabas 
Tyler  lives,  Jason  Crawford,  on  the  river,  and  Priimis  Gaunt  (colored) 
in  tliat  part  now  embraced  in  Lapeer.  In  1801,  Daniel  Edwards 
settled  where  AVilliam  Glenny  lives,  Nathaniel  Bouton  on  the  farm 
(H'cupied  l)y  him  during  his  life,  and  now  by  his  son.  Prince  Freeman 
where  Sanniel  N.  Rounds  lives,  and  James  Clai-k  and  son  where 
Joseph  Colwell  lives.  In  1802,  Jonathan  Edwards  settled  where  he 
lived  the  most  of  tlie  rest  of  his  life,  Sanmel  Carson,  near  where 
Joseph  Bouton  lives,  Alexander  Hunter  took  tlie  place  of  Joseph 
Bailey,  George  Wigant  in  a  house  neai' wliere  J.  Hancock's  garden 
is,  Abner  and  E/i'a  Bruce  near  the  residence  of  L.  V.  Terpenning, 
and  William  Lincoln,  a  singh^  man,  (^ame  and  has  remained  ever 
since,  and  is  with  us  to-day.  Peter  Gray  settled  the  same  year  on 
lot  No.  70,  (now  J^apeer)  and  Rol)ert  K.  Wheeler  and  Thomas 
Kingsbury  in  1802  or  "li;  l»oth  in  tiie  same  part.  In  1808,  Moses 
Olmstead  settled  wheie  Jose])hus  Gee  lives,  and  Petei-  Powers  and 
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Juliii  1.  (i*"*'  sctth'd  also,  ill  thr  west  part,  aiitl  Aiwlnw  Win  liiiskirk 
in  the  cast  ]>!irt  of  the  Town,  ami  I  )ora>tu.>  Dtwoli  in  The  soiitli 
part,  (now  Ilarfonl)  «>n  the  liill  west  from  tlu-  present  villa«i'e  of  that 
UMMie.  Setli  .feiininirs  and  Timothy  Ilohcrtson  also  settle«l  in  the 
part  nn\v  LajMcr,  in  lS(Ki  or  '4.  In  1S04,  Sihis  Lineoln  settled 
whoro  Sahiion  ('nrti>  lives,  ami  Alexainler  McNitt  <>n  lot  No.  ?,, 
tMkin<'  the  ])lae<-  of  .laiMJ'S  Wriuht,  (>i)a(liah  (ilazier  near  where 
Ni'wniHii  liartoii  lives;  J>4'nuiel  I»arnes,  Pet<M-  Tanner  and  Thonia.s 
Nieliols  also  settle<l  the  same  year  in  tiie  part  n<iw  Harford,  and 
Jeremiah  She\alier  in  the  (>ast  part,  neai-  wiiei-e  his  son  John  now 
lives. 

In  r*^*';").  Simeon  Lnee  settle<l  on  the  hill  that  heai's  iiis  name; 
Isnae  Barton  on  land  cnvnod  by  Isaar  1>.  Raymond;  Jothum  Glazier 
where  Fre<leriek  i>cnton  reRi<les;  Zophar  Moore  in  this  villa^'o;  Oli- 
ver l*>all  at  the  ]>resent  residence  of  M.  1>.  Mynard ;  Isaae  Ehvell 
near  where  .lohn  lloiiton  lives.  And  at  some  time  previons,  of  which 
we  have  n<»t  the  date,  C'omfoi't  l>rnce,  Slnihel  S.  Alarsh  and  James 
lloe  came  and  t<»ok  nji  their  lesidence  here.  In  l.SO(),  John  Hill 
settled  where  he  lived  afterwards,  and  where  his  fanuly  now  live ; 
John  (ireen  in  the  ])art  now  Ilarfoi-d;  Zachariah  S<piires  on  lot  No. 
70,  and  llt»l>ert  Smith  l»ou;:;iit  the  farm  of  Peter  (iiay,  and  lived 
there  in  that  year;  .John  Snidi'r  settled  on  tiie  hill  that  hi-ars  his 
njunc,  June  K'tii,  1M07.  Time  will  n()t,  however,  admit  of  onr  ])nr- 
sninir  this  course  furtlujr.  Iidiahitants  «'ontinued  to  come  in  from 
different  ])arts,  till,  at  the  present  time,  there  is  very  little  n<m-resi- 
(leiit  land  in  the  town.  The  early  inhahitants  did  not  settle  on 
j>/'i/ir/> ,  where  they  could  I'.aise  their  provisions  \\u\p'/'.sf  i/cH/\  hut  the 
hcavv  forc>t  nm>t  We  dcaiH-fl  away,  which  was  a  woi-k  of  time,  hefore 
the  lal>orei-  could  he  ted  troni  the  .-oil  hi'  cultixatcd;  and  must  wait 
a  year  'ir  two  moi-c  Itctoi-e  he  had  iri';i>'^>  for  his  <-ows,  and  they  nmst 
run  in  the  wood^,  and  mm-h  time  he  s]>ent  in  timlijiix  :iud  hrinji;ing 
them  home.  And  fre<mently  they  could  not  lie  found,  especially  if 
the  search  were  connnenced  late,  when  they  would  have  lain  down 
and  the  tinkling  of  the  hell  coiild  no  more  he  heanl.  The  milk  was 
also  of  inf»'rior  <juality,  owin;z  to  the  leeks  and  other  weeds  upon 
which  they  fed.  Money  was  veiy  sc;;i'ce  throUi:h  the  country,  and 
])arti(Mdarly  in  the  new  ]>arts  where  was  little  to  he  sold  and  much 
to  he  lioujxht.      It  would  he  impossihle  to  express  to  the  understand- 
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mg,  of  this,  or  any  aiuiienc-e  of  nioilei'ii  times,  the  diiiieiilties  experi- 
GTK'ed  on  this  account. 

It  was  ahuost  iin])ossible  to  collect  enough  in  the  year  t-o  pay  the 
taxes.  This  difficulty  was  very  much  owing,  so  far  as  the  older  parts 
were  concerned,  to  the  Einhargo  which  was  tlien  in  force,  restricting 
commerce  and  causing  a  stagnation  in  all  departments  of  business,  and 
though  the  newly  settled  parts  had  not  nmch  to  st^l,  they  felt  severe- 
ly the  effect  of  this  state  of  things.  We  have  seen  the  time  when  it 
would  have  been  as  difficult  to  raise  ^/tVe;  dolhirs  as  now  it  would  be 
to  raise  as  many  hundred.  Another  difficulty  existing  in  this  Town 
particularly,  was  that  the  land  was  not  owned  by  the  inhabitants, 
but  must  l)e  paid  for  from  the  products  of  the  same  t/O  add  to  the 
capital  of  rich  men  living  at  a  distance. 

Another  embarrassment  was  one  to  which  allusion  was  made  in 
the  description  of  the  natural  features  of  the  Town,  viz. :  the  want 
of  sufficient  wat«r  power  to  propel  mills  and  machinery,  thus  taking 
business  away,  and  while  other  places  were  l>enetited,  this  Town  was 
the  loser.  There  was,  however,  a  connnendable  degree  of  enter- 
prise among  the  people,  and  the  crops  were,  for  a  number  of  years, 
al>undant,  compared  with  the  area  of  ground  cultivated,  and  the 
people  relishsd  highly  ivJuit  they  lutd.  Fctr  example — we  have  the 
Sweet  Bough,  Red  Astraciian  and  Red  Margaret,  (exhibiting  a  speci- 
men of  each)  l)ut  neithei-  of  them  tastes  so  delicious  as  some  of  those 
inferior  apples  lirst  produced  by  our  orcliards. 

Their  hardships  were  also  veiy  much  ameliorated  by  common  par- 
ticipation and  nmtual  sympathy.  Hospitality  prevailed  and  mutual 
dependence  pi'omoted  liarmony  and  fellow  feeling.  They  met,  ex- 
changed accounts  of  their  trials,  oft^in  with  much  humor  and  pleas- 
antry, and  cheered  each  other  on.  If  a  log  cabin  was  to  be  raised 
for  some  new  comer  they  were  all  on  the  spot  with  strong  arms  and 
a  hearty  gocxl  will. 

But  we  must  attend  to  several  branches  of  history  in  order. 
First — Civil  Regulations  or  Government. 

When  lirst  settled.  Homer,  Solon,  Ciiicinnatus  and  Virgil  were  in 
one  town  called  Homer. 

At  the  Town  Meeting  in  1797,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Township 
of  Virgil  shall  constitute  one  highway  district. 
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Ill  1  TW.s,  Vir<;il  sooms  to  liav*-  Itt-cn  rt'prcsciitcil,  ;iii«l  .lainos  Kii,ij»]) 
W)i8  cliowii  AsscKi^or,  (  •omirii>si«)iM'r  <i1  IIii;;li\vays  jiiiri  Overseer  ol 
Ilifrliwaw.  ami  ntiiriHil  (•i;j;lit  nanus  to  In-  taxed  tor  lii<;li\vay  work. 
The  |»oll  tax  was  tlin-c  days,  and  tin  mnnlti-r  of  days  assessed  was 
tifty-oi^dit  aii<l  one-lialf.  At  the  ToAvn  Meetinji  in  I7!»i<,  lield  at  the 
honse  (tf  Mtis(^s  Il<>}.l<ins,  X'ir^il  wa.-  honored  with  the  otHce  of  Sn- 
j)ervisor  in  the  person  uf  , lames  Knapj);  Wait  P);tll  was  chosen  As- 
sessor; .lohn  K.  Roe,  ( )verseer  uf  tl)e  l^ooi" ;  Wait  J»all,  Connnis- 
sionor  of  Iliixhways,  and  |)ana  Mihs,  ( )verseer  of  Hij^hways,  and 
returned  twenty-three  names  to  he  taxed. 

Tims  this  1'own  eontimied  with  Homer  throuiih  the  year  1S<»4, 
always  haviiiir  its  jtroju-r  pro])ortion  of  otHce  and  )>i'ivile<i"('. 

The  Townshi])  of  N'irji^il  liavinj^  l)een  set  off  from  Homer  into  a 
se]>aratp  town,  the  inhahitants  assenihled  in  Town  Meeting  at  the 
lions^o  of  .lames  Knapp,  oti  the  'J*\  day  of  April,  ISOo,  and  proeee<led 
to  elioose  .lohn  I.  (xee.  Moderator;  (-rideon  Messen<;or,  Town  Clork ; 
M<)fie8  Rie(\  ISniierxisor ;  Ahtur  l-Jrni-e.  .I..hn  (ree  and  .loseph  C'ha])- 
lin.  Assessors;  .lohn  (ilenny.  (Teor<re  Wipiiit  and  .Joim  I.  (iee, 
C'onmiissioners  of  Highways;  .Jonathan  Edwar<ls  and  Petei' Powers, 
Poor  Master's,  and  Shul>el  S.   Marsh,  ("onstaMe  aiul  (."ojlcftoi-. 

I'ATH     MASIKKK. 

1  .lohn  (-ree,                   5  C'omfort  l>ni<-e,  1>  Peter  Powers, 

2  isaae  Elwell,  0  Alexander  Me>.'itt,  lU  Joseph  Chaplin, 
li  Samuel  Carson,  7  Obacjiah  Clazier,  11  Elias  Thompson, 
4  .loiiathan  Kdwai'ds,  S  , lames  Wri;j:lit,  \'2  ]*eter  Gray, 

IM   8eth  Jenninujs. 

JVIoses  ( )lmstea<l  and  Ahial  Piown,  Fence  N'iewci-s. 

Since  the  tir^'ani/atioii  of  the  Tuwii  theie  have  heen  foitv-nineTown 
MeetiniTs,  at  which  the  fidlowin^-  jtersons  have  heen  elected  Su])er- 
visurs  and  Town  Cleiks,  for  the  teim  specified  respectively: 

M«»ses  Rice,  Supei'vis(»i%  S  years,  ( )irden  (iiav,  "2  vears, 

.lames  Roe,  4  years,  Enoch  I).  Hrandi,  1  year, 

(iideon  Mi'ssentjer,  !♦  years,  Moses  Tyler,  1  year, 

Jose]>h  Reyn(»hls,  *.»  year.>,  .lohn  Green,  2  years, 

Michael  Frank,  2  year>,  Dudley  Benton,  1  year, 

Sanford  B(»uton,  'A  years,  PajLT''  Gi'een,  1  year, 

.I<»siah-IIart,  1  yv.w,  M.  \\.  Mynai'd,  1  year, 

Timothy  Green,  ',i  yeai-s,  H.  ,J.  Messen^ei',  now  in  ottice. 
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TOWN    Ui.ERKS. 

Gideon  Messeiiijjcr,  2  yeai's,  AVilliani  Wootiard,  4  years, 

AluuT  Bruce,  2  yeai-8,  A.  E.  Helterd,  -1  years, 

Moses  Kiee,  2  years,  Joliii  Chamherlain,  2  years, 

James  Koe,  1  year,  ]S\>rinaTiCliaiiil)erlain,  4  years, 

James  Oliattertou,  12  3'ears,  Willard  Chatterton,  3  years, 

Alvan  Ryan,  1  year,  Wait  Cliainherlain,  1  year, 

AVilliani  Snider,  1  year,  Samuel  Slafter,  1  year, 

Kinne  Grow,  1  year,  D.  L.  Bn^nson,  1  year, 
Willard  Chatterton,  now  in  office. 

James  Glenn}^  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1802,  and 
held  the  office  several  years.  Wait  Ball  was  soon  after  appointed 
to  the  same  office,  and  continued  in  it  for  sixteen  years  in  succession. 
Moses  Rice  also  held  that  office  for  several  years,  about  the  same 
time.  But  our  time  will  not  a(hint  of  giving  the  names  and  terms  of 
service  of  all  who  have  been  Justit^es  of  the  Peace  in  the  Town. 

Joseph  Reynolds,  Josiah  Hart,  James  Cluitterton,  Nathan  Heaton, 
Piatt  F.  Grow  and  Timothy  Green  have  been  Members  of  the  As- 
sembly of  tliis  State,  and  J(».>eph  Reynolds  lias  been  Mend)er  of 
Congress  one  tei'm. 

Skcom) — The  Rkugiols  1nti;bi:sts  of  the  People. 

Soon  after  the  tii'st  settlements  were  made,  the  people  were  visited 
by  Missionai'ies  wiio  were  faitliful  in  looking  to  theii-  spiritual  wel- 
fare. 

Among  these  M'ere  Rev.  Messrs.  AVilliston,  Phelps  and  Johnson, 
Congregationalists,  and  Roots,  Whipple  and  Cole,  Baptists.  There 
were  also  Methodist  ministers,  who  came  in  at  an  early  da}'  and 
preached  and  otherwise  laboi-ed  to  promote  the  spii-itual  good  of  the 
])eo])le.  Tlie  llniversali^t-w,  also  had  occaHional  meetings,  Avhen  they 
were  addressed  by  Rev.  Ai'chelaus  Green,  a  resident   of  the   Town. 

Tlie  lirst  I'eligious  meetings  by  tlie  people  we]'e  commenced  in 
1802.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Prince  Freeman,  of  this  Town,  and 
James  Wood,  of  D]-yden.  Singing  was  conducted  by  Moses  Rice, 
and  sermons  i-ead  \)\  James  Glenny.  Since  that  time  religious  meet- 
ings have  l)een  iield  every  Sal»batli,  except  in  case  of  some  violent 
storm  or  remarkable  event.  On  the  28th  of  Febi'uary,  18U5,  the 
Congregational  Church  was  formed  witli  eight  members,  (one  of 
whom,  Mrs.  L.   Edwards,  is  still  living,)  by  Rev.   Seth  Williston. 
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The  clnii'cli  \v;is  witlnmt  .-tntcd  in-i-acliiiia-,  scnci'mI  vcni's.  'I'licv  felt 
severely  their  (lestitiitc  i-oudition,  wliidi  will  lie  si-cii  l>y  the  follnwino; 
vote  passed  Deceinber  '4d,  lS(Mi:  "That  tlu'  chiin-h  will  sec  to  \\\v 
satistvinji;  of  Rev.  Dr.  Darrow  tor  two  S;d»haths'  service  a  vcar,  at 
five  dollars  a  Sal>l)Jith,  to  attend  on  sacraineiital  occMsioii.s,  and  also 
to  take  the  oversight  of  the  church  foi-  the  present."  Tlie  church 
stru>it;led  on  throu<rh  various  (HtHculties,  with  preaching  part  of  the 
time,  meeting  in  various  jilaces  where  they  could,  after  the  "Centre 
School  IlouK' "  wa*;  hurnt,  in  1818,  till  this  house  could  Ik-  used  for 
tliat  purpose.  This  house  was  put  up  in  1821,  hut  it  was  two  or 
three  years  hefore  it  was  enclosed  and  made  comfortahle,  and  the 
present  seats  were  not  l»uilt  till  l.s;M.  Its  hwation,  near  the  Wtu'v- 
ing  ground,  was  foimd  inconvenient,  and  removed  to  this  place  in 
1834.  Al>o\it  two  hundred  and  seventy  persons  have  heen  ad(h'd  to 
the  chiH'ch,  and  it  now  emhraces  ahout  sevi-nty  I'esident  inemhers. 
The  ministers  who  have  pivaciu'd  statedly  to  tiie  I'hurch,  ai-e  Kev. 
Messrs.  Wallace,  Hit<-licock,  Dmming,  Robertson,  Bliss,  Chaffee, 
Ileadley,  Waleott,  Thaeher,  Bronson  an<l  Bates.  Among  these 
Messrs.  Robertson,  Chaifee  and  Thaeher  were  pastoi's. 

A  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  in  August,  1S(»7.  They  held 
meetings  in  jn'ivate  houses,  etc..  and  ha<l  ])reaching  from  Elders 
Bennett,  of  Homer,  Powers  and  Robinson,  and  otliers  of  this  place 
till  about  1826  or  '27,  when  it  wa^  disbanded,  and  reorganized  June 
23d,  1830.  In  1831,  their  present  ineeting  house  was  built.  The 
ministers  preaching  steadily  since  its  reorganization,  have  iK>en  Elders 
AndreM-s,  Robinson,  Clark,  Ainsworth,C(tle,Joni-s,  Ly«»nand  DeWitt. 
Present  numbei*  of  membei's,  si.\ty-nine. 

The  Methodists  held  meetings  fre(juently,  and  had  preaching  from 
Rev,  (t.  W.  Densmore  and  otliers,  previous  to  1S3().  In  that  vear 
there  was  much  interest  among  them,  and  many  were  adtU-d  to  their 
number.  In  1831,  the  chapel  was  built,  and  they  lun c  liad  as  preach- 
ers since  1830,  Rev.  Messrs,  Mason,  Wood,  P>ronson,  Ilai-ris,  Meneir, 
Worthing,  Hamilton,  Poi-ter,  McDowell,  Fox,  Wire,  Mynard, 
Hewitt,  Torry  and  Erc!inl>rack.  Tiiey  have  about  seventy-two  mem- 
bers. 

Tile  Free  Ba]>tist  Church  in  the  west  ]>art  of  the  T<»wn  was  or- 
ganized in  1822,  witli  six  meml)ers.  They  held  meetings  in  "Ball's 
School  House,"  so  calle<l,  till  they  Imilt  their  pi'esent  meetinghouse, 
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often  cmIIchI '' The  West  Meetiiio- House, "  in  1888.  Its  preachers 
h;ne  l>ecn  EhUns  Daniels,  Hills,  Darling,  Gardner,  Dodge,  Moulton, 
and  others.     The  number  of  members  at  tliis  time  is  eighty-three. 

In  about  1834,  the  Universah'sts  formed  a  society,  whicli  increased 
to  about  thirty  mendiers,  and  continued  their  organization  and  meet- 
ings several  years.  Among  the  preachers  who  hibored  statedly  with 
them,  were  Revs.  Brown,  Sandej'son,  Doolittle,  Brown,  Foster  and 
Bullard. 

In  tlie  soutlnvest  part,  now  Harford,  the  lirst  preaching  was  by 
Rev.  Seth  Williston  in  1804.  Preaching  l)y  Methodist  ministers  in 
ISOt)  or  7. 

The  Baptists  formed  a  cinirch  in  that  part  about  1818,  whi<th  has 
been  ministered  to  by  Ehlers  Rolnnson,  Miller,  Gil)bs  and  others. 
This  church  has  always  been  small,  though  we  ai'e  unable  to  give 
its  numliers. 

The  Methodists  have  had  meetings  and  an  organization  in  the 
same  locality,  and  have  participated  in  the  ere<'tioii  of  tiic  meeting 
house,  and  have  at  times  been  }>rosperout;. 

The  Christians  were  organized  into  a  (-hurch  about  1828,  and  have 
held  their  meetings  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Harford.  They  have 
had  stated  preaching  by  Elders  R(»nse,  Gould,  Dodge,  Holiday, 
Grimes,  Wade,  Burlingame,  Wescott,  Hitchccx-k  and  others.  Num- 
ber of  m.einbers  we  are  unable  to  state. 

The  Congregational  Church,  of  Harford,  was  organized  Sept-ember 
28,  1831,  with  thirteen  members;  and  in  1832,  a  house  of  worship 
was  built  by  that  so(dety,  in  connection  with  the  Methodists  and 
Universalists.  They  have  had  stated  preaching  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
Ripley,  Gaylord,  Baker  and  Lord;  and  in  1846,  when  the  Town 
was  set  off,  had  tifty-f«»\ir  monbers. 

The  Universalists  formed  a  society  in  about  1831,  which  has  num- 
bered as  high  as  forty-three  members.  They  aided  in  laiilding  the 
house  of  worship  above  alluded  to,  and  own  a  pai't  of  it.  They  have 
had  stated  preaching  from  Rev.  Messrs.  Chase,  Doolittle,  Whiston, 
Barry,  Rounsville,  Brown  and  others. 

A  church  of  Free  oi-  Open  Connnunion  Baptists,  was  formed  in 
the  southeast  part  of  the  Town,  in  about  1820,  by  Elder  Lake,  em- 
l)racing  mendiers  also  I'csiding  in  Mai-athon  and  Lisle.  Their  preach- 
ers have  l)een   Elders   Lake,   Hart  and  Matthews.     The  number  of 
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incinlnTs  |■«^^^'  ;it  (inc  tiliic  to  lu'ailv  cii^iify.  Tlic  Mt  tliodist^  liiid 
frcijiKiit  lll(•(•tinlr^  ncnr  tlw  i-<iitrc  oi  tli:it  (jii.-irici-  nt  tin-  T<»wti,  ;ind 
li;iv(' hiid  lit  tiiiu's,  coiisiih-r.-iltl*'  n  li^Mims  intcrot  ;inn»iii:-  tliciii.  We 
nrc  not  jililc,  however,  to  >t:ite  tlicir  miiMlicrs. 

TluTC  is  :ll^o  ji  cliui-cli  of  ilic  C"lii'i>t i;iii  oi-dcr  in  tli;it  jcirt,  lioldinj;; 
their  mcctinirf  in  tlie  m-Ikm*!  hon^('  near  Dann  ('.  Sqnii-cs'.  Tlii-y 
have  l»eon  ministered  to  hy  EhU-r  Hitchcock  and  others, — we  cannot 
state  tlieir  nninlnrs. 

Tliei-e  was  al>o  a  cluirch  orpini/.e(i  hi  tlii'  ea.-t  ]iai't  of  the  T(»wn 
in  aho\it  l'^;^'.»,  of  the  ContrreL^ational  order  hy  Kev.  Eleazar  J>nce. 
It  was  ministered  to  hy  Rev.  iMom-s.  Euce,  Axtell,  Chaffee  and 
otliers;  and  in  IHHT,  liad  tliirty-oiie  niemhei>.  It  has  since  heen 
dissolved.  The  Metlnwiists  liave  als<t  hniir  had  a  liranch  of  tlieir 
church  in  East  Virpl,  and  have  had  preachinj^  a  ])ortion  of  the  time. 
In  l.*^44,  a  house  of  worship  was  (>rected  at  the  place  calle*!  (4ridley 
Hollow,  hy  tile  union  of  the  ^e\eral  denominations  residini:  in  that 
vicinity.  The  years  IS  13,  '20,  "80  and  '81,  were  sij^nalized  as  sea- 
s(»n^  of  special  reli<;ious  interest,  and  many  were  a<lded  to  the  differ- 
I'llt   cliui'ches. 

The  tir^t  infants  hajttizecl,  were  Betsey  K.  and  Sylvester  M.  Roe, 
hy  Rev.  ^y.  Mandeville,  in  the  autumn  of  1802.  The  tirst  adult 
was  Mrs.  Zeruiidi,  wife  of  Peter  Powers,  in  1808,  hy  Elder  Whipple. 
In  comnioM  with  otlier  localities  then-  have  heen  so«'ieties  with  us 
f<»r  tlie  jtroniotion  of  the  various  heiievolent  <>l»jects  of  the  day, — such 
as  P.ilile,  Mis.-ionary  and  Tra«-t  Societies.  These  have  heen  success- 
fid  in  a  i^ood  dci^ice,  in  proniotinu'  the  >-e\  ei'al  ohjicts  for  which  tiiev 
wen-  institute(|,  and  il  may  hi-  oafely  estimated  that  the  P)ihle  Society 
has  heen  instrumental  in  kee])inir  the  families  in  Town  su]»])lied  with 
the  I)ilile  tiv  mean.-  of  fuinU  received  from  its  iidiahitants. 

Law. 
And  here  we  have  to  confess  that  tliei'e  never  has  heen  resident 
in  Town  a  rci^idarly  hred  hnnjii',  hut  we  have  liad  those  that  have 
Ix'en  a!>le  to  advocate  the  rii^hts  of  the  pe<i]ile  Ix'fore  tlu'  courts  in 
Town,  ami  >omc  in  otiiei-  places.  .lames  Wrii^ht,  a  i'e\dlutionai'v 
soldier,  was  the  tirst  who  acted  in  tiii.-  caj»acity,  aiul  siiu-e  his  time 
there  has  heen  ^t-veral  who  iiave  ciiiraired  in  that  husiness;  and  now 
we  have  AIessr>.  (ii-ei-n  and  (iiow.  wim  are  ]>rohahlv  the  ahlest  a<lvo-      i 
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catc's  in  that  dopartinoiit  tliat  we  have  ever  lia<l. 

Medical. 

The  lirst  physician  was  Elijali  Ilartson.  Since  he  left  we  liad  in 
this  part  of  the  Town,  Drs.  Moore,  Green,  Wordcn,  Woods  and 
Ryan,  before  1820.  Dr.  Bronson  came  in  1820,  and  lias  been  here 
ever  since,  except  the  short  time  he  was  at  Vernon.  During  that  time 
Dr.  C.  P.  Weaver  was  here,  and  from  1841  to  '48  we  had  Drs. 
Wilson  and  Rol>inson.  Now  our  three  physicians  are  Drs.  Bronson, 
Fitch  and  Ball.  The  physicians  in  the  part  now  Harford,  have  been 
Fox,  Owen,  Terry,  Houg-hteling,  Davis,  Sliipman  and  others. 

Education. 

The  inhal)itants  were  early  awake  to  the  importance  of  education, 
and  were  resolved  that  their  children  should  have  all  the  means  in 
their  power  to  provide  for  its  acquisition.  Accordingly  in  1799,  the 
few  that  were  here  came  together  and  built  a  school  house  near 
where  the  Thorn  Tree  now  stands,  easterly  from  the  residence  of  J. 
C.  Ilutchings.  The  first  teacher  was  Charles  Joyce,  who  taught 
two  or  three  weeks.  Another  named  Hatch,  continued  a  short  time, 
and  left  suddenl3^  Next  Re])ec<'a  Ball,  daughter  of  Wait  Ball, 
taught  two  summers.  After  her,  Abigail,  sister  to  Rebecca,  was 
employed  one  term.  The  first  school  near  the  village  was  taught 
l)y  Mrs.  L.  Edw^ards  in  her  own  house.  Afterwards  Moses  Rice 
tauirht  in  the  Remington  house  in  the  winter  of  1804-5.  The  first 
school  taught  in  the  part  now  Harford,  was  by  Betsey  Curran  in  the 
winter  of  1806-7,  in  tlie  house  of  Abner  Rounsville. 

Tlie  Legislature  had  appropriated  one  lot  in  this  Town  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  gospel  and  schools,  and  when  the  school  law  took  effect 
in  1813,  the  rent  was  added  to  the  funds  derived  from  the  State,  and 
has  since  been  available  for  this  purpose.  In  that  year  William 
Powers,  Oliver  Ball  and  Gideon  Messenger,  School  Commissioners, 
divided  the  Town  into  seven  school  districts.  The  first  grammar 
school  was  taught  in  1819  by  Henry  J.  Hall,  in  the  east  part  of  the 
double  log  house  of  John  I.  Gee,  located  were  T.  L.  Lincoln,  Esq., 
now  lives.  This  was  the  first  effort  of  systematic  instruction  in  that 
science  in  the  Town.  It  continued  four  weeks  with  tliirteen  schol- 
ars. Their  names  were  Beel)e  L.  Ball,  Stephen  S.  Powers,  James 
Ball,  John  M.  Roe,  John  Harris,  William  L.  Gee,  Nathan  Bouton, 
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Rnfiis  ;iii(l  Iliirrict  Kihvards,  Lciiiii-;!  r»yr:uiu  Mnrictia  Cliajdiii  and 
Sally  and  Lii<*y  Messenger.  Of  tlii>  nnmlicr  ci^ht  ai-c  liviii;^:  liy 
latest  accounts,  and  four  are  jirescnt. 

P'roni  1837  to  1845,  a  sclio<)l  callc<1  tli(>  "  I.itorarv  Institute,"  was 
taught  one-lialf  of  each  year  liy  N.  iMUitoii  an<l  ^Villianl  E.  Gee, 
wliich  was  in  a  good  degree  successftd.  It  was  atterwai'ds  contiuuecl 
about  two  years  by  A.  F.  Frye.  Other  select  scho(»ls  liave  been 
tauicht  since  at  diiferent  times.  Tliere  have  also  l)een  sucli  schools 
in  the  part  now  Harford.  One  by  Erving  Tuintor,  and  another  l>y 
a  lady,  some  time  afterwards.  There  was  also  a  select  school  taught 
by  Jesse  Storrs  in  the  part  now  Lapeer,  which  continued  several 
terms.  There  was  a  great  scai-city  of  reading  niattei-  in  the  early 
settlement.  N(nvspapers  were  scarce  and  deai-;  tli(>  usual  })riee  ^2 
per  amnmi,  with  less  than  half  the  reading  matter  we  now  have,  at 
doultle  the  ])rice.  (The  speaker  her<'  exhibited  a  copy  of  a  countv 
paper  published  in  1829,  with  live  columns  on  a  page.)  To  remedy 
this  defect,  in  part,  the  inha])itants  set  u])  a  liliraiy  <'alled  the  "Vir- 
gil Library,-'  with  thirty  shares  of  ojie  dollar  each,  and  a  v(>rv  good 
selection  of  books  was  procured  in  al)out  1807.  Another  library 
was  established  about  1814,  with  a  capital  of  !t>200,  called  the  "  Vir- 
gil Union  Library."  At  present  the  necessity  for  such  libraries  is 
su])erce(led  Iiy  their  establishment  in  each  school  district.  l>ooks 
and  ])a])ers  are  also  jilenty  and  chea]i. 

The  tii-st  Sabliath  School  was  instituted  in  1822,  in  connection 
with  the  Coiigi'egalional  ('hni'ch.  Since  that  time  Sabliath  schools 
have  been  conducted  in  the  diiferent  churches  an«l  lU'ighlioihoods 
with  various  degre(>s  of  success  to  th(>  ])resent  time. 

Allusion  has  becMi  mad(>  to  the  kind  of. cradles  in  wliich  some  of  us 
were  lulled  to  rest  in  our  infancy,  Imt  it  is  not  to  l>e  presumed  that  it 
was  always  done  without  a  lullaby.  Pi-obably  nime  of  us  can  remem- 
l>er  that  used  for  ourselves,  but  the  singing  that  made  the  first  per- 
manent  im]>i'ession   on   the  mind   of  the  sj)eaker,  was  the  following 

woi'ds: 

Whore  shall  our  country  turn  its  i^yi-i' 

What  help  remains  lionoath  the  sky  y 

Our  frioml,  protcct^^r,  strongth  and  trust. 

Lies  low  and  niouklcrinp  in  tlio  dust. 
This  is  a  j)ai-t  of  the  lamentation  .of  a  bereaveil  ])eople,    at    the 
death  of  tlu'   Father  of  his  Country.     When  individuals  nu^t  mIio 
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conld  sin*;-  tlicy  froqiiently  onL;;a<i,'e(l  in  this  exercise,  when  the  asso- 
eiations  connected  witli  it  woiihl  lead  tlieir  minds  back  to  the  place 
of  their  nativity,  and  l)rino;  up  affecting  rcinend)rances  of  precious 
frien<ls  and  scenes  long  past.  The  first  Singing-  School  was  taught 
by  Moses  Ilice,  in  the  winter  of  1805-6.  Since  that  tiuic  this  depart- 
ment of  science  and  mental  and  moral  improvement  has  i-eccived 
much  attention,  and  we,  to-day,  enjoy  the  rich  privilege  of  listening 
to  delightful  music  in  words  eminently  adapted  to  this  thrilling  oc- 
casion. The  sacred  music  of  this  place  is  now  in  the  care  of  Messrs. 
Shifter,  Adaniy  and  Sheerar. 

The  department  of  roads  now  claims  our  attention.  The  lirst 
road  passing  through  the  Town,  was  the  "  State  Road. "  A  road 
was  slightly  cut  through  from  near  this  Village,  in  the  direction  of 
the  head  of  the  lake,  called  the  "Bridle  Road."  The  next  was 
one  laid  from  the  State  Road,  connnencing  near  the  present 
dwelling  house  of  William  Bell,  and  taking  a  noi-theasterly  direction 
till  it  intersected  the  road  from  Fort  Watson  to  Solon,  laid  July  2d, 
1798.  The  hext  from  the  State  Road  on  lot  No.  24,  southwesterly 
to  near  where  the  •'  West  Meeting  House  "  now  is,  and  turned  and 
went  over  to  John  Gee's,  and  continued  on  to  the  State  Road.  Soon 
after,  a  road  was  hdd  from  the  State  Road,  near  the  residence  of 
L.  V.  Terpenning,  past  wdiere  Hiram  Lament  lives,  and  came  out 
on  the  present  road,  near  Thomas  Stanbro's,  and  continued  on  to 
Homer.  In  1801,  this  road  was  altered  and  run  nearly  where  it 
now  is,  past  Purvis"',  Morse's,  etc.  About  the  same  time  a  road  was 
laid  from  where  the  Village  now  is,  southerly  over  Owego  Hill,  and 
the  road  leading  from  Mr.  Frtmk's  nearly  as  it  now  runs,  intersect- 
ing the  road  leading  to  Gee's  at  the  West  Meeting  House,  was  laid 
soon  afterwards.  The  road  from  Cortlandvillc  to  Virgil,  where  it 
now  is,  was  laid  in  1806,  and  that  over  Luce  Hill  nearly  at  the  same 
time.  The  St^-le  Road  from  Chaplin's  this  way  was  rather  rugged, 
and  it  early  occurred  to  the  inhabitants  that  much  of  the  hill  might 
be  saved  hy  a  road  that  might  be  constructed  from  the  State  Road 
near  the  residence  of  Daniel  Pri<',e,  passing  down  the  stream  to 
.  Vanderburg's  mill,  contimiing  on  past  the  saw  mill  of  A.  Van  Bus- 
kirk,  intersecting  the  State  Road  near  the  house  of  Joseph  Chaplin. 
This  road  was  laid  in  1818,  through  to  the  grist  mill.  This  road  re- 
quired much  laljor  and  expense  to  make  it  passable,  and  must  neces- 
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sarilj  be  a  work  of  time.  It  w;\b,  however,  cut  mikI  worked  tlirongli, 
so  tliut  it  was  traveled  in  IS'A'S,  and  remains  a  lastinjj;  monument  to 
tlie  energy  and  perseverance  of  Reulten  Gridley,  who  was  princi- 
pally instrumental  in  its  consti-uclinn,  tlioii^-li  nided  verv  iinicli  hy 
funds  appropriated  l>y  the  Town. 

Previous  to  1S08  there  was  no  Post  Office  in  T(t\vn,  and  all  intel- 
ligence was  transmitted  liy  means  of  distant  offices,  or  sent  by  indi- 
viduals who  might  be  going  in  the  direction  desired,  which  was  at- 
tended with  nmch  delay  and  uncertainty.  In  that  year  a  post  office 
was  established,  and  Zophar  Moore  appointed  Post  Master,  and  the 
mail  was  carried  for  some  time  by  a  man  traveling  on  foot;  after- 
wards it  was  cari'ied  on  horseback  for  several  years.  An  office  was 
established  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  Towti,  in  1825  or  '26,  first 
nained  Worthington,  afterwards  changed  to  Harford,  and  Tlieodore 
E.  Hart  was  appointed  Post  Master.  An  office  was  also  located  in 
the  east  part,  called  East  Virgil,  in  1845,  and  William  Gra}'^  appoint- 
ed Post  Master. 

Mii.rrARY. 
Among  tlie  early  settlers  a  large  poi-tion  were  soldiers  of  tlie 
Frencli  and  Revolutionary  wars.  Dorosel  (lee,  Thomas  Nichols 
and  John  Smith  were  engaged  in  the  French  war,  so  called,  of 
17r)4-V)3.  The  following  are  names  of  the  Rev(»lutionary  soldiers 
who  have  lived  in  the  Town  : 

Jos('])h  P>:iil<'y,  Silas  Lincoln  StejJien  Kcdlv, 

dohn  (tee,  Jason  (Jrawford,  Oliver  lIoj)kins, 

Seth  Laral>ee,  David  Robinson,  William  Parker, 

John  M.  Frank.         Altamont  Donaldson,  David  Crowell, 
Dana  Miles,  Abner  P>aker.  Ro])ert  Snsith, 

James  Kna])]>,  Isaac  Tillotson,  Nathan  Smith, 

James  Wi'ight,  Moses  Stevens,  IlenrvTurck, 

Nicholas  Brown,        George  Barlow,  Nathan  Walker, 

Robert  Ryan.  Siineon  Leroy,  Timothy  Roltertson, 

John  Smith,  -Jeremiah  Chase,  Samuel  Sole, 

flames  Sherwood,       Jolm  Stanlnv),  Asa  Parker, 

Enocli  Smith,  ('ornelius  Lament,       Thomas  Nichols, 

Jolm  Snidei',  Elislia  Brewer,  LeuMud  P)arnes, 

Tliomas  Russell,        Thomas  Kingslairy,    Jo(d  Morten, 
Seth  Bouton,  Adam  Kingman,         Jolni  (nlreen, 

George  Totinan,        Moses  Rii-e.  Benjann'n  Gla/ier, 

Elias  Thomson,  David  Darling,  Jonathan  Skeel, 

Epaphras  Shelden. 
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Of  tlicse  Jcremiiih  Cliaso,  kSinicon  Leroy,  Gcorgo  Totiiian,  Joel 
Morton,  Jolm  Geo,  Elislior  Browoi-,  Comolins  Laiiioiit,  Jolin  Stanliro, 
Enooli  Smith,  Thomas  Kings] )m-y  and  Steplien  Kelly,  were  living-  in 
Town  in  1840.     Of  tliis  jnmiher  John  Gee  is  now  the  only  snrvivor. 

The  scenes  of  the  war  tlirougli  which  they  had  recently  passed 
w^ere  fresh  in  their  minds ;  an<l  it  is  not  strange  tliat  nuich  of  a  mil- 
itary S})irit  shonld  exist  among  the  people.  Conseqnently  the  call 
for  the  performance  of  military  dnty  was  soon  made,  and  the  call 
was  responded  to  hy  live  men,  of  whom  Gideon  Messenger  was  one, 
going  to  Homer  to  train  under  Captain  Moses  Hopkins.  Captain 
Hopkins  had  previonsly  held  lower  rank,  hut  had  exerted  himself  to 
get  up  a  company  of  forty-five,  ])y  enlisting  old  men  and  ])oys  to 
ohviato  the  necessity  of  going  to  Marccllns  to  attend  company  drills. 
Soon  the  soldiers  in  Vii-gil  were  permitted  to  train  in  Town,  and  the 
first  meeting  for  that  purpose  was  field  at  the  fiouse  of  James  Knapp, 
wliore  M.  B.  Mynard  now  lives,  under  the  connnand  of  Captain 
Jolm  Ellis,  afterwards  Judge  Ellis,  of  Dryden.  The  Captains  after 
liim  were  su(;cessively,  Ahial  BroMai,  James  Wright,  Geo.  Wigant 
and  Joseph  Chaplin.  The  (company  was  then  divided,  and  William 
Lincoln  connnanded  the  east  company,  and  Enoch  Allen  the  west. 
Tliis  was  the  condition  of  the  military  interest  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  of  1812-''15.  Levies  of  troops  were  made  and  the  com- 
panies in  this  Town  were  called  on  for  five  or  six  men.  In  the  west 
company  a  sufficient  numher  enlisted, — their  names  were  John  Rus- 
sell, Moses  Woolfeen  and  Henry  Green.  The  east  company  drafted 
for  three,  and  John  E.  Roe,  Daniel  Price  and  L-a  Lincoln  were 
drawn.  John  E.  Roe  procured  a  suhstitute.  Daniel  Price  went 
and  served  three  months,  and  Ira  Lincoln  was  excused  on  account  of 
ill  health.  At  another  muster  David  Snider  was  drawn  and  went, 
serving  three  montlis,  the  usual  time  for  militia.  There  have  also 
l)een  living  in  tlie  Town  several  others  who  were  soldiers  in  that 
war.  Among  tliese  were  Joel  Hancock,  Edmund  LI.  Rohinson, 
Jacol)  Bronson,  Barnahas  Baker,  Zacliariah  Low,  John  D.  Barnes, 
Thomas  Foster,  Ezekiel  Miller,  Reul>en  Gridley,  John  Fisher,  Isaac 
Ayers,  Gurdin  Hall,  Daniel  Short,  LTriah  Harvey,  Joseph  Miller, 
Joseph  Ter\\'illegar  and  Edward  Griswold.  There  was  a  company 
of  aged  men  and  invalids  organized  in  1813,  after  the  example  set 
in  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  Of  this  company  Simeon  West  was 
Captain,  John  S.  Squires,  Lieutenant,  and  William  Powers,  Ensign, 
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Till'  Town  w;is  !iftci'\v:ir<ls  dixidcd  into  four  conijt.'inics,  out  of 
Avliicli  there  lias  hIso  1>een  for  most  of  tlie  time  an  in<lej)en(lent  com- 
pany. A  company  of  riiiemen  was  raised  in  alxait  IS];},  of  wliich 
Joseph  E.eyn(tlds  was  tlie  first  Ca])tain.  This  comjta.ny  wms  after- 
wards dishan(UMl.  A  cojnjjany  of  ai-tiHerv  M'as  oriraiiizcd  in  1828— 
'20,  of  whicli  Micliael  Frank  was  the  lirst  Ca})tain.  It  continued 
prosperous  for  several  ye;irs,  hut  was  ultinuitely  dislian«h'd.  After- 
wards a  company  of  infantry  wa>  i-aiseth  and  John  W.  Morse  M'as 
the  first  captain  in  imiform.  This  com])any  was  discontinued  wlien 
military  duty  ceased  to  he  called  for. 

MiLi.fi,  Machinkky,  ktc. 

The  first  Saw  Mill  was  l»uilt  hy  I);iniel  Edwards,  in  1801,  nearly 
on  tlio  ojround  where  Murdock's  tannery  is  locsited.  The  lirst  Grist. 
Mill  was  hnilt  near  where  Tyler's  mill  now  i^,  hy  Peter  Vjinderlyn 
and  Nathaniel  Knapp,  in  1805.  HutchintjV  ii;rist  mill,  in  the  edge 
of  T^rvden,  was  hnilt  in  1809 — mentioned  Ix'cause  this  Town  was 
nnich  interested  in  it.  Previous  to  the  huilding  of  mills  in  Homer 
and  in  tliis  Town,  sevei'al  individuals  ]>racticc<l  u'oinu'  to  Ludlow's 
and  carry iui!,-  their  grist  u])on  their  l)acks.  Among  these  were 
Josejih  I'ailey  an<l  Enos  PxmtoTi.  After  a  few  years,  and  when 
these  mills  wei'e  Ituilt,  })ersons  could  go  with  a  horse,  get  grinding 
done  and  return  the  same  day  ;  aii<l  the  yellow  horse  of  Mr.  Luce 
has  heen  known  to  jiace  off  the  hill  six  times  in  a  wei'k,  for  the  fam- 
ily and  neighhors.  Ahout  1814  (»!•  '15,  Al>ner  l^rnce  hnilt  a  grist 
mill  whcr(^  the  spring  mill  now  is,  owned  hy  T.  (ti'i'cu.  It  was  hurnt 
down  in  1S2(>,  and  rehuilt  in  a  year  or  two.  In  1S27  it  was  hougjit 
l)y  Josiah  I^A'ram,  and  occu]»ied  hy  him  foi' carding  and  cloth  dressiiig 
till  his  deatli,  in  1S42.  It  has  since  htcii  litti'ci  u])  at  consideraltle 
e.\]>ense,  for  a  grist  mill,  and  is  doing  a  good  husiness,  and  the  own- 
er deserves  credit  fV>r  his  enterprisi-  and  ])erseverance.  A  grist  mill 
was  hnilt  in  1814,  hy  Nathan  Ileaton,  in  the  soutli  ])ai't  of  the  Town, 
now  called  South  Harford.  A  grist  mill  was  al>o  hnilt  in  fhe  east 
part  in  1819,  hy  a  Mr.  Vairderhurg,  which  has  done  considerable 
husiness.  Ilarvy  Jennings  also  hnilt  a  grist  nsill  in  the  southeast 
pai't,  near  Orrin  Day's,  in  18.">3,  which  did  some  husiness  till  it  Avas 
hurnt  in  1842. 

The  first  wool  carding  hy  machinery  was  done  \t\  C  P)aker,  at  his 
mill,  (now  Tyhr's)  in  al)oiit  lsl4.      In   1819,  Henry   Purgess  com- 
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iiR'iiced  M'ool  curdiiii;-  and  cloth  dressin;:;  near  the  same  place,  taking 
water  from  the  same  dam.  Ilis  Innlding  was  afterwa.rds  removed 
to  near  the  place  now  occupied  for  the  same  purpose,  by  11.  P. 
Jones.  In  18:27,  Josiah  Byram  commenced  the  same  Imsiness  in 
the  Itnilding  bought  of  Abner  Bruce,  as  before  mentioned. 
BiKTHs,  Marriaoes,  Dkaths,  et(;. 

Tlie  first  child  Itorn  in  Town,  was  John,  a  son  of  Joseph  Chaplin, 
who  was  drowne<l  in  the  spi-ing  <tf  1798,  aged  two  years.  The  lirst 
who  lived  to  mature  age  was  John  Fra.nk,  one  of  oni'  guests,  in  au- 
tumn, 1797.  Next  to  hi)n  was  James  Gee,  in  March,  1798  ;  Betsey 
N.  Roe  and  B.  F.  Chaplin,  in  February,  1799,  and  Hiram  Ball  and 
Hiram  Bouton,  in  the  same  year. 

The  first  n)ari-iage,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  was  solenmized 
betM'een  Ruluff  Whitney,  of  Dryden,  and  Susan,  daughter  of  John 
Glenny,  of  this  Town,  as  early  as  1800.  In  the  autmnn  of  1801, 
Truman  Terry  was  married  to  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Wait  Ball. 

The  first  death  was  that  of  a  stranger  passing  througli,  who  under- 
took tf>  go  from  Ebenezer  Brown's,  in  Milton,  (now  Lansing,)  to 
Chaplin's,  at  the  river.  He  became  fatigued,  lost  his  way,  lay  down 
with  his  pack  under  his  head  and  died.  This  was  in  April,  1798,  and 
only  four  or  live  persons  could  be  got  together.  George  Frank  was 
present  at  tlie  scene,  and  is  also  with  us  here  to-day.  They  placed 
some  timbers  about  him,  for  a  protection  from  wild  l>easts,  and  left 
him.  One  of  their  numl)er  Ment  t<j  Homer  to  make  the  case  known 
to  Solomon  Hubl»ard,  Esq.,  and  ask  direction.  His  advice  was,  that, 
as  there  was  no  Coroner  nea-rer  than  Pompey,  the  few  inha])itants 
shoukl  get  together  and  make  such  examination  as  they  were  able, 
and  proceed  accordingly.  The  next  day  they  assembled  and  had  as 
much  of  an  examination  as  Mas  practicable  in  the  circumstances, 
concerning  tlie  cause  of  his  decease,  and  it  was  agi'eed  as  before 
stated.  They  took  some  ])oards  bi-ought  into  Town  ])y  John  E.  Roe, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  table,  and  fastening  them  together  in 
the  form  of  a  box,  placed  him  in  it  and  buried  him  in  the  grave 
which  they  had  dug,  and  no^'  hi?^  bones  lie  moiddering  somewdiere 
l)etween  this  place  and  Timothy  Green's,  near  tiie  hill.  His  son* 
came  subsequently,  said  his  father's  name  was  Charles  Haffman,  and 
took  some  shoemaker's  tools  found  with  him  at  his  death.  The 
lirst  death  of  an  adult  resident  was  that  of  Mary,  wife  of  Derosel 
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(tci-  aiul   iiiotlici'  of  .lolin   (ice,   in    M;ii<li,  1S0:>.      Exercises  .-it  tlie 
funonil  were  sin^iii^  .unl  invtyir. 

Pri'viously  to  ISOrt,  wIrmi  the  jjuldic  l»uryin<;  j^round  wms  dcodod 
to  tlic  Town  liy  (T('(ti'<;('  Wipnit,  pci'sons  were  Itnricd  on  tlic  |>reni- 
isc's  wlicn-  tlicy  ilicd.  The  first  j^rMvc-stono  w:is  erected  to  tlii'  nicni- 
<»i-y  of  ,I:iiiies  Koe,  Ks(|.,  in  :i!tiiut   \X'2'.\. 

Tkmi'kranck,  Anti-8i-avkry,  etc. 

Tlio  first  distillery  was  erected  in  1S08  or  '4,  Ity  James  Wright. 
IntenijK'rance  ])i-evaile«l,  as  in  other  ]daces,  till  in  1>>2J),  six  distill- 
enes  were  in  <>j>erati<)n.  Tlic  nioi'al  an<l  jiliilantlirdpic  in  tlie  coin- 
mnnity  Uecanie  alarmed  and  in(|uired  with  solicitude  what  conld  Ite 
done  to  stay  its  rava^i^c^s.  '^l\'ni])erance  societies  l»e»ran  to  l)e  formed 
in  different  jiarts,  and  flie  inliahitants  of  this  ])lace,  on  consultation, 
ai^reod  to  meet  and  form  a  Temperance  Society.  Tlic  Fourth  of 
July,  1S20,  was  chosen  as  the  time  to  oro;ani/e  snch  Society,  and 
Michael  Frank,  our  jjuest,  to  uivc  the  atldress,  at  the  close  of  which 
a  fiocicty  was  foiiued  with  ahont  twenty  meml)ers.  And  liero  let  us 
pause  and  <lrop  a  tear  in  memory  of  our  early,  cordial  friend  and 
associate,  P»eel»e  L.  I'all,  the  first  President  of  tliat  society,  and  while 
he  lived,  its  firm,  ju<licious  and  ardent  suppoi-tei'.  In  1S;U,  a  society 
was  instituted  in  that  ])art  now  Harford;  and  one  on  Luce  Hill,  and 
anothei-  on  Snider  Hill,  ahont  the  same  time.  The  temperance  cause 
has  Itccn  ]n-omote(l  since,  hy  various  means  and  with  <:;reat  lahor  and 
ex]»ense,  and  much  ])ro<;ress  has  Iteeii  made,  hut  umch  remains  to  ho 
doiu'  hefoi-e  its  trium]di  will  he  com])lete. 

Aliout  the  year  1S;^2,  several  individuals  hecamc  much  aroused  ou 
the  >ul>icct  oj  Sla\cry.  'I'licir  muuliei"  was  small. — the  suhject 
was  one  of  ^reat  dilliculty,  imt  they  read  and  diffused  information 
on  the  suhject,  an<l  acted  accordiuii'  to  theii-  convictions.  The  cause 
proi;i-essed  slowly,  as  every  ;j:i-eat  reform  must,  till  in  1 '^44,  the  Lih- 
erty  Party  jj;av(Mheir  candidate  for  the  Presidency  ninety-nine  votes. 
Since  that  time  various  clwiiiires  have  taken  place  in  the  aspects  of 
the  cause,  and  i^reat  proo;ress  has  liecn  made. 
,  Secilak  Kmim.ovmemts. 

Agriculture,  the  foundation  of  all,  has  eni!:ai;;ed  the  attention  of 
most  of  the  people.  I'liev  have  heen  emjdoyed  in  clearini;  away  the 
forest  and  cultivntino;  the  (^arth,   which  has  generally  yielded  good 
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return.  The  iniplemeiits  used  were  tliose  incident  to  the  time.  Tlie 
plows  were  of  the  conmion  rude  kind  till  the  year  1817,  when  the 
iirst  cast  iron  plow  was  l)routj;ht  in  and  used  by  Y.i^<\.  Ball.  Some  of 
the  first  settle)-s,  of  whom  John  M.  l-'rank  was  one,  cleaned  their 
iijrain  l>y  throwing  it  across  the  barn  floor  with  a  small  scoop  shovel, 
and  afterwards  shaking  it  up  in  a  hand  fan  made  of  a  hollow  log, 
when  the  i-efuse  parts  were  brushed  off  with  a  quill.  Afterwards  a 
willow  fan  and  riddle  were  used.  It  was  very  important  that  the 
grain  should  be  cleaned,  as  there  were  no  means  of  taking  out  dust 
at  the  mills,  as  there  are  now.  Fanning  mills  soon  came  to  be  used; 
the  first,  however,  that  is  recollected  was  about  the  year  1809.  Con- 
siderable grain  of  the  several  kinds  has  l)een  raised,  and  for  some 
years  past  nuich  aitention  has  been  given  to  the  dairy,  which  in  1851, 
brouglit  in  a  retui-n  of  $25,000.  Some  of  the  people  in  an  early 
day  directed  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit,  especially  ap- 
})les.  Very  soon  after  his  fii'st  settlement,  Joseph  Chaplin  sowed 
the  seeds  for  a  mirsery  of  natural  fruit,  and  Enos  Bouton  did  the 
same  soon  after,  and  most  of  the  oldest  orchards  are  from  these 
nurseries.  The  fii'st  nursery  of  grafted  fruit  was  put  out  by  Nathan- 
iel BouTon,  about  1808,  a.nd  Oliver  Ball  did  the  same  soon  after. 

The  fii'st  barrel  of  cider  made  in  Town,  was  by  Enos  Bouton,  in 
1818  or  '19.  The  apples  were  bi-uised  b}-  a  pestle  hung  to  a  spring 
sweep  like  that  referred  to  in  pounding  corn.  The  pomace  was 
pressed  by  a  lever  placed  under  a  l(»g,  passing  over  the  cheese,  with 
a.  weight  at  the  other  end.     It  was  sold  for  four  dollai-s. 

Tlie  first  Men-hant  was  Daniel  Shelden,  in  about  1807  or  '8. 
Next  was  Sanniel  L.  Shelden,  and  next  after  him,  Gideon  Messenger. 
"While  lie  was  in  trade  Joseph  Reynolds  set  up  a  store  in  the  village, 
since  which  tliere  liave  been  two  stores  in  tlie  village  mo^t  of  the 
time.  William  Snider,  Ilirnm  Bouton,  G.  V.  Knapp,  A.  E.  Heberd, 
Rufus  Edwards  and  others  have  engaged  in  this  !>usiness;  and  now 
we  have  the  firm  of  Winsiow  ^k.  Shifter,  ami  William  Snider.  The  first 
in  the  part  now  Harford  was  TjkmhIoi-c  E.  Hai't,  in  June,  1824.  In 
the  part  called  East  Virgil,  William  Gray  set  up  a  store  in  1884, 
and  most  of  the  time  since  there  have  been  two  stores  in  that  vicini- 
ty. Tlie  early  mei-chants  cari-ied  wheat  and  other  articles  to  AUiany 
in  wagons,  and  lirought  back  such  goods  as  the  people  could  afford 
to   buy.     Doubtless  they  sometimes  took  money  with  them,  but  the 
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Slims  must  liavo  l)cen  small.  The  mcrc-uitilo  intcTi'st  has  contimiallv 
increased  to  the  present  time,  so  tliat  in  1851  it  was  estimated  that 
C^oods  were  sold  at  the  stores  in  this  Villa»re  to  tlie  amount  of  s;iO,000. 
It  will  he  understood  tliat  this  is  but  a  portion  of  tiie  jnu-ciiases  of 
the  people  in  Town,  as  there  are  stores  in  other  parts,  and  nuieh 
trading — too  mvch  for  the  good  of  tlie  people — is  done  out  of  Town. 

Slight  mention  has  been  made  of  some  of  our  exports.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  we  may  ])e  permitted  to  add  that  of  l)arley,  oats,  eggs, 
and  for  many  years  past  a  large  amount  of  oats  has  been  carried  to 
Ithaca,  Syracuse  and  otlier  places.  It  was  rumored  in  the  autumn 
of  1812  that  oats  could  be  exchanged  at  Ithaca  for  iron  and  other 
necessaries,  and  after  much  preparation  and  in  the  presence  of  sev- 
eral neighbors  who  came  to  offer  their  congratulations,  an  ox  team 
set  out  for  that  place  with  a  load,  one  Friday  afternoon,  and  returned 
late  on  Saturday  evening.  Since  that  time  a  large  amount  of  the 
article  has  been  transported.  Tliis  (nop,  hoM-ever  profitable  it  may 
be,  is  very  exhausting  to  the  soil,  and  we  must  abandon  Its  cultivation 
for  export,  and  direct  our  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  other  pro- 
duce. , 

It  would  be  desirable  to  speak  of  the  different  mechanic-al  dt>part- 
ments  with  their  origin  and  progress,  but  as  their  beginnings  were 
very  small,  and  in  most  instances  involved  in  obscurity,   and   were  \ 
the  result  of  stern  necessity,  it  may  be  best  not  to  make  the  attemjit. 

We  will,  however,  state  that  the  first  frame  l)uil(Hng  of  mucli  size, 
Avas  the  large  house  now  standing  on  the  elevation  in  this  Village, 
owned  l)y  Shubel  G.  B;dl,  erected  in  1804,  liy  James  Knapp,  very 
much  astonishing  the  natives,  and  with  (»tlier  causes  ruining  the  man 
that  built  it.  The  first  avcU  of  much  depth  was  that  near  it,  of  more 
than  forty  feet  deep,  dug  about  the  same  time,  and  in  which  Seth 
Larabee,  one  of  our  citizens,  came  near  losing  his  life,  by  its  caving 
in. 

The  land  surveying  of  the  Town  has  l»een  done  by  different  indi- 
viduals, as  Wait  Ball  and  James  Roe,  who  commenced  almost  with 
its  first  settlement.  Afterwards  Daniel  L.  Allen  and  Hiram  Ball,  '  \ 
and  very  recently  Abiather  Briggs  have  d(me  business  in  this  line; 
and  in  this  vicinity  for  the  last  thirty  years  most  of  it  has  been  done 
by  the  speaker. 
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Remarkable  Events. 

Several  events  have  transpired  that  liave  caused  great  sensation 
for  a  time,  and  made  a  Utsting  impression  on  many  minds.  Tlie 
first  was  that  of  a  l)oy  lost  in  tlie  woods.  In  May,  1796,  Daniel 
Chaplin,  son  of  Joseph  Cliaplin,  and  father  of  Mrs.  Gleason,  now 
present,  aged  about  fourteen  years,  set  out  to  drive  a  cow  to  Mr. 
Frank,  and  took  witli  him  a  few  pounds  of  flour.  The  cow  became 
refractory  and  turned  out  (»f  tlie  road,  and  in  endeavoring  to  get  her 
back  he  lost  the  road  and  wandered  in  tlie  trackless  wilderness.  The 
cow  returned  home,  thus  giving  notice  that  he  was  lost.  An  alarm 
w^as  given  and  about  lifty  men  assembed,  whi(;li  was  a  great  numl)er 
for  so  sparse  a  population.  He  was  gone  four  days  and  three  nights 
without  food,  and  was  found  on  the  "  Bridle  Road, "  in  Dryden,  by 
Aaron  and  James  Knapp,  of  Homer.  Tliey  ascertained  who  he  was, 
and  proceeded  to  help  him  home.  He  had  the  flour  with  him,  but 
the  weather  havino;  been  rainy,  it  had  become  mouldy  and  they 
threw  it  away.  He  was  very  faint  and  weak,  but  being  supported 
on  each  side  he  could  walk,  and  they  arrived  at  his  father's  house 
about  midnia'ht,  where  his  mother  had  about  tliirtv  men  in  and  about 
tlie  li(»usc,  and  was  preparing  victuals  for  them  to  take  in  tlieir  search 
on  the  morrow.  Mr.  Chaplin  was  absent  at  the  time.  We  shall 
not  miske  the  vain  attempt  to  paint  the  scene,  but  leave  it  to  our 
hearers  to  imagine  the  feelings  of  tliat  motlier,  and  the  sensation 
caused  by  his  arrival. 

The  next  to  be  noticed  was  the  great  eclipse  of  the  sun  on  the 
16th  of  June,  1806,  which,  though  not  peculiar  to  this  Town,  made 
a  deep  impression,  and  was  an  event  from  which  many  others  have 
been  reckoned.  Another  event  which  produced  general  solemnity, 
was  that  of  a  sweeping  sickness,  whicli  occurred  in  tlie  winter  and 
spring  of  1813,  In  a  very  few  weeks  four  lieads  of  families  in  that 
thin  population  were  removed  by  death.  Their  names  were  James 
Roe,  Esq.,  Jacob  Chattertou,  William  Gee,  and  Lydia,  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Glazier. 

During  the  present  year  a  death  has  occurred  in  Harford,  once 
Virgil,  of  an  individual  whicli  it  would  be  well  to  notice  in  this  con- 
nection. It  was  that  of  Henry  B;dlard,  at  the  very  advanced  age 
of  one  hundred  and  nine  years.  It  remains  to  notice  that  the  sea- 
son of  1816  was  verv   unfruitful,  generally   denominated   the  cold 
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sedsofi,  fallowed  by  givat  si-;ircity  of  pi'oviiiions,  etc.  In  1S21  tlicro 
was  nnich  suffering  on  acccniint  of  e^carcitv  of  food  fur  stock,  and  it 
was  also  a  time  of  great  pecuniary  endiarrasBuiont.  In  1836-*37 
there  was  also  a  scant  supply  of  jn-ovisions  and  a  time  of  derange- 
ment in  pecuniary  matters,  residting  fn^m  tlie  insane  speculations 
immediately  preceeding,  in  wliicli  many  engaged  with  that  reckless- 
ness characteristic  of  those  in  liaste  to  he  ricli.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
say  that  tliesc  last  were  events  connnon  to  tlie  whole  country,  and 
affecting  tliis  Town  oidy  as  a  constituent  j)art  of  tlie  same. 

Frequent  allusion  lias  heen  made  to  the  division  of  the  Town. 
It  had  long  heen  evident  to  discriminating  minds  that  this  event 
must  take  place  at  some  time,  hut  tlie  different  interests  involve<l  and 
the  condition  of  political  parties  delayed  it  till  1846.  It  was  then 
di\'ided  into  three  towns;  the  north  half  constituted  <me  and  retained 
the  original  name.  The  south  half  was  foi-mcd  into  two;  tlie  west 
part  receiving  the  name  of  Harfor<l,  and  the  east  that  of  Lapeer. 
Since  that  time  a  part  of  ^'irgil  has  heen  set  to  Coi'tlandville,  and 
another  part  consisting  of  lot  No.  20,  has  heen  attached  to  Freetown. 
Thus  Virgil,  from  heing  one-fourth  ]>art  of  one  town  in  l75Hi,  has 
become  the  whole  of  three,  and  a  part  of  two  others.  The  po])ula- 
tion  has  increased  from  thirty  in  1708,  to  4541  in  1845,  and  2410 
in  1850,  after  the  division.  Stock  taken  on  the  Syracuse  and  Bing- 
hamton  railroad  anu)unts  to  !t^ll,100.  Other  statistics  have  hi-en 
given  in  their  proper  phu-es. 

It  may  be  om'  duty,  as  it  is  certaiidy  a  pleasure,  to  advert  brietiy 
to  the  names  of  numerous  individuals  who  enn'gi-ated  f rom  this  Town, 
as  well  as  to  some  who  remain  in  it,  as  by  iheir  varied  talent,  intel- 
ligence and  usefulness,  doing  honor  to  the  place  of  their  bii'th,  or 
where  they  spent  their  childhood  and  youth  and  received  nutst  of 
their  education.  We  rejoice  to  greet  our  guests  at  this  "Festive 
Gathering,"  .is  among  the  nmnber  to  whom  allusion  has  heen  made. 
We  have  among  them  Col(»nel  Frank,  a  native  of  this  Town,  who 
has  exerted  a  great  and  salutaiy  inHuence  in  the  State  of  his  adoption. 
Not  a  State  when  he  emigrated  thithei',  but  a  Territory  where  laws 
were  to  be  enacted,  forms  of  govermiKnt  ado])tcd  and  the  fcnmdations 
of  prosperity  laid  in  tlu'  institutions  to  be  I'oimded  and  })erpetuated  in 
that  wide  i-egion  that  must  eventually  bear  great  sway  in  our  national 
councils.     11(^  has  doiu'  much  to  ]>romote  the  cause  of  education  and 
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to  ameliorate  tlie  condition  of  the  indio-ent.  And  beinc;  one  of  tlie 
three  individnals  appointed  to  revise  the  statutes  of  the  State,  those 
rehiting  to  (common  schools  and  support  of  the  poor  were  particu- 
hu-ly  assi<i:ned  to  him,  and  bear  stronir  evidence  of  his  intelligence 
and  philanthropy.  We  have  here  Judge  Reynolds,  who,  though 
past  the  season  of  youth  when  he  settled  here,  s})ent  many  years 
with  us,  and  during  a  large  portion  of  the  time  sustained  the  repu- 
tation of  a  prompt,  intelligent  and  impartial  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  was  also  Judge  of  the  County  Court. 

We  have  also  with  us  Drs.  Hyde,  Frank  and  Benton,  who  have 
respectively  arrived  at  a  good  degree  of  eminence  in  their  profession 
where  they  reside.  Here  are  also  John  M.  Roe,  the  successful 
merchant;  William  Woodard,  the  ready  accountant;  William  E. 
Gee,  the  persevering  and  successful  instructor  of  youth ;  R.  O.  Rey- 
nolds, the  talented  and  eloquent  attorney,  and  Horace  L.  Green,  a 
young  and  pr<)niising  practioner  at  law  in  Marathon.  In  addition 
to  tliis  we  may  say  that  Dr.  Bronson,  yet  a  resident  here,  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  to  general  acceptance  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  lias  had  six  students  of  medicine,  all  of  whom  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  practice  where  they  have  been  located,  viz. :  William  Hun- 
ter, in  Jasper,  Steuben  county;  James  Ball,  in  Mi(;higan;  Marsena 
Teri-y,  in  Savanna,  Steuben  county;  J.  W.  Jones,  at  Horseheads, 
Chemung  county ;  Frederick  Hyde,  in  Cortland  village,  and  John  B. 
Benton,  in  Spencer,  Tioga  county.  The  two  latter  are  among  our 
guests  to  whom  reference  has  been  made.  To  this  list  we  may  add 
tiie  names  of  Dr.  Shevalier,  of  Truxt«m;  George  Graham,  of  Jasper, 
Stcul)en  county,  the  intelligent  and  persevering  advocate  of  educa- 
tion and  temperance;  Theodore  E.  Hart,  the  successful  merchant 
and  banker,  of  Canandaigua,  and  many  others.  Honoral)le  mention 
should  also  be  made  of  Carlo  M.  Woods,  son  of  Dr.  Woods,  who 
died  when  he  was  very  young,  leaving  him  a  slender  child  to  strug- 
gle with  poverty  and  the  vario\is  difficulties  incident  to  his  con- 
dition. He  was  a  studious  and  successful  scholar,  learned  the 
trade  of  a  printer,  went  to  Illinois,  set  up  a  j)aper  pul»lished  in 
Quincy,  and  has  since  been  clerk  of  Adams  county,  and  is  now  clerk 
of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts  of  Quincy  District.  We  may 
be  pardoTU3d  if  we  allude  to  the  name  of  one,  long  a  resident  here, 
now  sleeping  in  the  dust — ^Nathaniel  Bouton,  the  projector  of  the 
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Now  York  and  Ki'ic  raili'oail,  wlio  cDiitimu'd  to  advocate  the  same 
till  an  intliioncc  was  awakened  that  resulted  in  its  constiMU-tion  and 
completion.  This  Town  has  furnished,  at  least,  two  individual  youth 
who  have  attended  through  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  State  Nor- 
mal School,  and  have  prosecuted  their  studies  with  a  degree  of  self 
application  and  success,  creditahle  to  themselves  and  gratifying  to 
their  friends.  The  persons  to  wlu~)m  reference  has  heen  made  arc 
A.  P.  Smith,  present  with  us,  and  Sahrina  Cliamberlain,  now  in 
Ohio.  It  is,  however,  a  delicate  matter  to  s})eak  of  persons  in  Town, 
and  to  discriminate  hetween  those  j^erhaps  equally  meritorious,  and 
as  there  has  been  as  much  presented  as  could  reasonal)ly  be  expected, 
it  only  remains  for  me  to  take  affectionate  leave  of  the  audience, 
deeply  grateful  for  the  patient  and  kind  attention  given  during  the 
long  time  occupied  with  this  address. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Bouton's  address,  the  choir  sang  the  follow- 
ing: 

farewell;  to-night  we  part. 

Our  happy  homes  of  childhood  days. 

We  now  rcmeml)er  well; 
And  memory  often  fondly  strays. 
To  whore  it  used  to  dwell. 

Hurrah  !  hurrah  !   la,  la,  la,  la,  la,  la; 

May  music  gladden  every  heart; 
Hurrah  !  hurrali !  la,  la,  la.  la,  la,  la ; 
Farewell ,  farewell,  to  night  we  part. 

Those  joyous  hours  of  childish  life. 

Were  i)leasanter  l>y  far, 
Than  scenes  like  these  with  pleasures  rife, 

Where  friends  and  strangers  are. 
Hurrah,  etc. 

From  friendly  throngs  in  stranger  land. 

A  few  fond  licarts  we  find ; 
Yet  can  they  cheer  this  little  band. 

Like  homes  we've  left  behind. 
Hurrah,  etc. 


AFTER  dinner  the  nsseml)ly  repaired  to  tlie  Imll,  when  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  day  took  the  chair,  snpported  l)y  Vice-Presidents 
J.  W.  Morse,  Rnfus  Edwards,  Horace  Bronson  and  Joel  Hancock. 
The  President  tlien  annonnced  that  the  meeting  was  in  order,  and 
called  on  Dr.  Hyde  to  offer  some  remarks  adapted  to  the  occasion, 
wlio  arose  and  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows: 

Mr.  Pkesident  and  Gentlemen  : — I  regret  tliat  it  is  not  my  priv- 
ilege to  claim,  in  common  with  my  warm  friends  assembled  around 
me  on  this  festive  occasion,  this  portion  of  earth  as  tlie  place  of  my 
nativity. 

So  large  a  portion  of  the  events  of  my  youth'  occui-red  in  your 
Town  that  it  would  he  strange  should  I  not  share  lil)erally  with  you 
in  the  ebullition  of  warm-heartedness  so  characteristics  of  this  signal 
meeting.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  have  mingled  somewhat  in  pub- 
lic assemblages,  but  I  am  quite  certain  that  in  all  my  life  I  never 
witnessed  such  spontaneous  out-gushings  of  happy  feelings  as  flow 
through  this  kindred  gathering.  It  is  here  that  heart  l)eats  to  lieart, 
voice  responds  to  voice,  and  even  the  big  tears  well  profusely  out 
from  their  fountains  as  the  friendly  and  long  stranger-hand  goes  forth 
unbidden  to  grasp  with  Arm  clench  its  kindred.  I  would,  therefore, 
that  my  words  could  give  utterance  to  tlie  feeling  of  my  lieart,  and 
proclaim  with  my  friends  here,  that  these  beautiful  and  majestic 
old  hills,  wdiich  so  grandly  begirt  the  green  plain  on  which  we  are 
assembled,  were  mine,  too,  by  l)irth. 

There  is  a  holy  charm  which  hovers  around  one's  birth-place  which 
cannot  be  resisted.  Sir,  while  fraternizing  so  liberally  with  this  jo}-- 
ous  group,  it  produces  in  me  a  vivid  renewal  of  all  the  sacred  asso- 
ciations which  cluster  around  my  own  dear  native  earth-spot.  But 
a  little  way  over  these  eastern  hills,  and  down  the  valley  of  the  limpid 


36  FESTAL  GATHERING. 

:iii(l  ciirliiii;  Tioiiolininii'u  to  it?;  junction  with  its  niori'  ciistcrn  and 
quiet  tril»utary — tlie  Otselic — is  the  spot  of  all  otliers  tlie  most  prec- 
ious to  me,  tlie  earliest  liome  of  my  hirtli.  I  never  near  this  lial- 
lowed  place,  hut  my  heart  throhs  with  emotions  whicli  compel  me 
to  linm'r  and  look  i>n  this  small  hut  iirecious  item  (»f  eai-thlv  hcritaire, 
and  the  scenery  around  it,  with  inci'easin<;  plcasm-c. 

I  will  not  trespass  fui'ther  upon  the  {)rccious  moments  of  this  in- 
terview, as  they  are  more  properly  yours  than  mine,  l»ut  will  ask 
permission,  hefore  I  take  my  seat,  to  introduce  the  followinir  letter 
received  from  your  former  fellow-townsman,  Dr.  Marsena  Terrv. 

Savanna,  Aug^ust  loth,  1853. 
Dr.  Hyde : 

Dear  Sir: — Your  kind  invitation  to  attend  a  "  Jidiilee  "  at  Virpl, 
on  the  25th  of  Aujjjust,  inst.,  was  duly  received.  I  wish  here  to  as- 
sure you  of  my  hearty  co-operation  and  approval  of  the  sentiments, 
and  that  nothing  would  he  moi-e  consonant  with  my  feelings  than 
the  opportunity  of  meeting,  and  that,  too,  at  Virgil, — within  the  im- 
mediate circle  of  my  nativity,  my  old  friends  of  that  Town,  whose 
acquaintance  I  still  cherish  and  hold  in  liigh  esteem. 

And  while  I  desire  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  this  com-te- 
<ms  and  friendly  invitation,  I  am  compelled  to  acknowledge^  a  total 
inahility  to  fnlHll  my  ardent  desires  to  1)0  among  you.  Mav  vou 
have  a  good  time,  a  great  time,  and  a  time  altogether. 

Respectfully  yours, 

M.  Terry. 

1  now  oifer  you  the  following  sentiment,  and  take  great  ])leasure 
in  calling  u])on  our  ardent  friend,  Dr.  Denton,  for  a  speech,  whose 
warm  heart  I  am  (piite  sure  is  already  restive  to  give  utterance  to 
its  emotions. 

Tlie prhn'itrm  fdthei'fi  <iinl  niothers  of  Yi/yil,: 

May  their  children  never  forget  to  hestow  upon  them  the  gratefid 
lumuige  of  filial  hearts,  and  may  they  in  return  always  have  cause 
to  he  prou<l  of  their  jtrogi-ny. 

Dr.  Benton  then  responded  to  the  call  as  follows: 
Mr.  Presii)?:nt,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — I  arise  to  resjiond  to 
the  call  of  my  distinguished  friend,  Dr.  Hyde.  The  sentiment  lie 
has  just  offered  is  (me  well  woi-thy  of  him;  and  had  it  heen  over- 
looked or  forgotten,  our  meeting  to-day  M'ould  have  l»een  wanting  in 
one  element  »»f  enjoyment,  which,  as  much  as  any  other,  has  made 
this  occasion  sacred  to  us  all. 
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I  nved  Hot  say  tliat  I  ai'ise  t<»  address  you  feeliiitj  imich  einl)ar- 
rassed.  I  ;iin  ahiiost  a  sti-aiiger  in  the  arena  of  pultlic  speaking,  and 
there  ai-e  so  many  <)n<-e  familiar  faces  of  my  Ixndiood,  hroni!;lit  as 
l»y  magic  hcfoiv  mc,  with  all  tiieir  stirring  and  animating  recollec- 
tions, that  I  am  aware  the  impressions  made  u])on  me  l>y  this  meet- 
ing may  he  different  froin  yoni-s. 

We  who  are  your  guests  to-day  are  kneenly  alive  to  the  many 
(changes  which  have  passed  over  our  ancient  homes  and  family  circles, 
and  there  are  many  tints  of  melancholy  in  the  j)icture  of  the  past 
not  so  olivious  to  you. 

Y  (»ui-  hospitality,  too,  mingled  with  the  recollection  of  sweets  that 
once  clustered  around  the  shrine  of  our  homes,  is  such  that  language 
is  fecjhle  to  descrihe  these  emotions,  and  rhetoi'ic  hut  childish  prattle. 

I  could  only  gi\e  outward  expression  to  these  em(»tions  hy  encir- 
cling you  in  my  arms,  and  })ressing  you  to  my  hosom  with  (Uie  loud, 
long  hallelujah  to  Him  whose  kifid  providence  has  permitted  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  Pi'csideut : — I  ha\e  always  had  a  strong  desire  t(»  ac(|uaint 
myself  with  the  eai'ly  history  of  the  Town  of  Virgil;  and  the  many 
facts  presented  in  the  ahle  historic  address  to-day,  have  amply  paid 
me  for  this  visit.  But  the  incpiiry  comes  up,  w1r>  were  the  primitive 
settlers  of  the  Town  of  Virgil?  What  did  they  do;  and  what  me- 
mento have  they  left  hehiiul  them  of  their  virtues  and  their  worth? 
They  were  distinguished  men — men  of  rai'e  integrity — men  of  emi- 
nent fortitude — men  em])luitically  robed  and  I'edeemed  in  the  love  of 
country!  for  they  i-ame  here  with  their  garments  dripping  with  the 
hhxtd  of  the  Revolution.  If  we  look  at  the  physical  obstacles  which 
thev  had  to  overcome,  ;ind  the  very  unpi'opitious  circumstances  at- 
tendant on  their  renujval,  we  cannot  accord  them  too  much  fortitude. 
Integrity  wa'S  a  ne«*essary  elen)ent  in  their  chai'acter;  for  without  it 
this  mighty  work  nevei'  could  liave  l>een  aci-om])lished. 

Mr.  President: — To  Iti'ing  a  faujily  into  an  unbroken  wilderness, 
as  this  was  sixty  years  ago;  and  then  be  often  without  any  means 
of  suhsisteiu-e,  save  what  w;is  fui-nished  by  nature,  until  the  stardy 
forest  could  be  removed  and  the  soil  made  to  produce — required  un 
energy,  a  fortitude,  a  powei'  little  short  of  omnij)otence. 
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May  I  not  point  von  to  yonr  coiiinion  school  ;is  one  jtrond  uionn- 
njcnt  of  their  wisdom  and  j;-oo(hK'ss^  These  priinaiT  institutions  of 
learnini?  were  f(»stered  iiy  them  witli  <i'i-eat  care, — may  thi'ir  cliihlren 
make  a  (•orres])ondini;'  effort  to  improve  tliem.  Anothei-  inslilnli(»n 
YOU  have  anion*;"  you  of  still  lii^-her  claims,  comiiii;'  down  from  these 
puritan  fathers,  "  witli  healini;-  on  its  wiuii's/' 

No  theme  connnands  so  nnich  of  oui-  admiration  as  the  Reliii;ious 
devotion  of  these  ancestors.  The  iirst  dlUii's  here  erected  hy  our 
nol)le  fathers  to  the  eternal  God,  Imrned  with  sweet  incense,  and  the 
voice  of  supplication  went  up  to  the  unwearied  ear  of  the  Deity — 
calliniy  down  the  blessings  of  heaven  to  aid,  to  comfort,  and  support 
them.  And  may  not  many  of  the  blessings  now  enjoyed  to-day  be  in 
answer  to  some  of  those  fervent  petitions  { 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  have  I  not  said  enough  {  But  this  occasion 
is  one,  not  ordy  for  congratulation  and  joy,  but  one  for  our  improve- 
ment. Indeed,  it  seems  like  a  spe(dal  jft-ovidence  that  so  many  of 
us  meet  here  on  this  odsis^  midway  between  this  life- and  the  life  to 
(^ome!      Let  this  hour  then  be  one  of  reflection,  one  of  noble  resolve. 

We  are  driven  ])y  the  force  of  cir(;umstances,  liy  every  considei-a- 
tion  drawn  from  the  jiast  and  present  of  the  physical  and  moral 
world,  to  "  go  forward, ''  to  begirt  onrselvc^s  with  unceasing  activity, 
for  this  is  a  progressive  age. 

Contemplating  the  wonderful  and  astonisliing  improvement  of  om- 
times,  discoverable  in  evci-y  ])ossiltle  direction,  hut  lead  of  all  'ni  tJie 
innral'irorld^  (for  the  selfish  principles  of  man  have  found  much  en- 
coura<'"cment  and  development,)  our  minds  naturally  i-ecur  to  Virgil; 
and  we  ask  ourselves  the  (piestion — has  this  ])lace  and  this  people 
kei)t  pace  witli  this  miglity  mai-ch  of  im])rovement  ? 

In  that  very  interesting  reception  Address  tliis  morning,  your  im- 
i>rovenuMit  in  wealtli  and  inde])endence  of  thought  has  been  dwelt 
upon,  and  afforded  me  iiiucli  jileasure.  The  general  thi'ift  of  your 
farmers,  and  the  shrewchiess  of  your  speculators,  I  IkuI  heard  of  l»e- 
fore  to-day ;  for  yoiu-  fanie  in  this  had  gone  abroad.  Still  thei-e  may 
1»(^  a  ([uestiou,  whether  in  this  strifV'  to  aggrandize  self  and  )»uild.u|> 
individualism,  you  have  not  lost  sight  in  some  measure,  of  those 
great  public  interests  which  are  essential  to  your  real  prosperity  and 
happiness,  and  nuist  be  looked  to,  in  order  to  advance  with  the  age. 
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The  present  appearance  of  jonr  lionses  of  public  worship  is  not 
so  favorable  to  your  pul)lic  spirit  and  jour  morality  as  I  could  wish 
it.  It  is  to  1)0  lioped  that  the  chiuHtJi  planted  here  l)y  our  venerable 
fathers  has  not  lowered  the  standard  of  her  faith  or  become  insen- 
silde  to  her  obligations.  Otherwise  the  wealth  that  is  here  acumu- 
lated  will  furnish  but  a  meagre  Itlessing  to  your  children. 

You  have  the  means  in  your  hands  to  estal)lish  such  institutions 
among  you,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  give  your  children  ample  edu- 
cation without  sending  them  abroad. 

Tlien  let  me  say  to  you,  to  use  this  means  in  building  up  a  home 
interest.  Let  this  classic  spot  ever  bo  sacred  on  account  of  the 
united  interest  and  action  of  its  inhal»itants,  in  promoting  mental 
and  religious  improvement.  Let  this  lu^me  of  my  childliood,  en- 
deared to  me  by  a  thousand  fond  recollections,  be  the  spot  where 
a  united  people,  scorning  to  work  for  self  alone,  shall  open  their 
liearts  to  the  great  interests  of  humanity ! 

And,  Mr.  President,  as  the  old  Towti  of  Virgil  stands  upon  a 
physiwd  elevation,  overlooking  vast  slopes  of  country,  so  may  the 
moral  excellence  of  her  citizens  gleam  from  afar  in  resplendent 
Iteauty. 

Mr.  William  E.  Gee  arose  and  said : 

I  expected,  by  attending  this  Jubilee,  to  see  my  old  friends  and 
hear  from  them,  but  not  to  speak  myself;  l>ut  the  request  of  Dr. 
Benton  and  others,  to  hear  from  me,  is  such  that  I  cannot  refuse  to 
express  my  gratiiication  at  meeting  with  them  on  this  occasion.  The 
Town  of  Virgil,  its  valleys  and  its  liills,  its  woodlands,  its  cultivated 
holds  and  its  iidiahitants,  are  all  dear  to  me, — with  almost  every 
farm,  and  almost  every  farm-house,  are  associated  recollections  to 
which  my  mind  reverts  with  pleasure,  and  although  not  my  birth- 
place, yet  removed  here  in  early  infancy,  it  is  endeared  by  all  my 
earliest  remembrances  and  childliood  sports.  I  am  proud  to  own  it 
as  such  and  to  claim  the  inhabitants  of  this  vicinity  as  my  friends, 
and  these  guests  assembled  here  as  the  acquaintances  and  associates 
of  my  youth.  It  was  here  amidst  these  scenes  and  associated  with 
these  friends  that  I  resided  till  I  arrived  at  the  meridian  of  life,  and 
since  my  removal  I  have  never  returned  without  stopping  involun- 
tarily upon  the  summit  near  the  north  line  of  Harford,  which  over- 
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looks  ;i  liii'ii'c  j)oi'tioii  of  this  Town,  to  tr:ic('  out  tlic  rcsidi'iKH-s  of 
my  friends  ;in(l  rccnU  the  past.  IIow  pi-olitic  is  tliou;:iit  (»ii  such  an 
occasion  ! — tlic  s])orts  of  chihlliood,  tlic  recreations  of  yonth,  and  tlic 
more  ^'rave  concerns  of  matnre  maidiood,  all  crowd  nji<»n  the  mind 
i])  (jiiick  succession.  As  I  reviewed  the  scene  this  morinnji"  and 
noticed  the  different  localities  that  were  (d  particular  interest  to  me — 
tluMr  jileasant  (•on<lition  and  the  vast  amount  of  human  ha])piness 
Avhich  the  imagination  would  conceive  mi<iht  he  enjoyed  in  such  fa- 
voraltle  situations,  there  was  ltrou«;ht  to  my  mind  as  heing  peeidiai-ly 
a}>propri!ite,  the  words  of  a  foniier  leside.nt  (»f  this  Town,  who  pos- 
sessed a  s])ark  of  jxK'tic  ;4'enius,  and  wrote  after  a  shoi't  uhsence,  for 
on»'  (»f  the  famour-  ])ei-iodicals  to. which   Di'.  Hyde  has  alluded: 

Oh,  Virgil !  sacre*!  tluiu  to  scenes  gone  by, 
Whpn  ciiildish  lanuy  viex'L-il  a  cloudless  sky; 
Wlien  naught  Vjut  juy  re-echoed  o'er  thy  plain. 
And  nauglit  but  pleasure  saw  the  youthful  train, — 
'Thou  art  still  the  same. 

I  pore.eive  l)y  the  ardent  salutations  here  exhihited,  th.-it  althoutrh 
the  hipsc  of  time  has  chaiiijed  the  riuhly  hrow  of  youth  into  the 
o^ravo  and  sao-e-like  ap|)earaTice  of  uuM'idian  manhood,  and  l»es]>rink- 
led  our  locks  witii  occasional  indications  of  decline,  yi't,  trc  are  still 
the  same, — the  same  wai'Ui  hand  of  friendshi]>  is  ])resente(l,  the  same 
oenerous  feeling;  <if  interest  in  each  other's  condition  manitested,  the 
.sanu'  fornix  sec-n,  and  the  same  v(»ices  heard  as  of  yore,  and  I  j)er- 
ecive  liy  the  i:;eneral  houyam-y  of  feeliuij;'  here  displayed,  that  our 
asseiidding  in  view  of  these  scenes  in  front  (d'  the  Yillaoc  Gi-i'cn,  the 
grand  areiui  of  oui'  youthful  recreations,  has,  hy  a  kind  (»f  magical 
inliiU'Uce,  made  ns  feel  like  hoys  again. 

The  situati(»n  of  this  Town,  remote  fi-om  the  great  thoi'oughfart'S 
of  the  State,  and  its  iidiahitants  in  a  great  measure  e.vi'mpt  from 
their  vices,  have  enjoyed  a  favorahle  o]>poi-tunity  for  the  cultivation 
of  those  virtues  which  render  life  j)leasant  and  society  agi'eealde  ; 
an<l  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  emigrants  frc^mi  tins  Town,  have, 
in  almost  every  instance.  e\ei't<^d  tlieii-  intiueuc.e  to  pntmote  a  sound 
and  healthful  nioi'ality  in  the  communities  where  they  reside. 

Some  have  entei-ed  t4u'  field  td'  jiolitics,  and  have  heen  elevated  to 
])ositions  (d  honor,  realizing  theii'  foiulest  aspirations — some  hy  a 
tjuiet  application  to  professional  employment,  a  strict  ohservanee  of 
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(]oinestic  duties,  and  the  disseiiiinatioii  of  moral  ;iiid  i-eliij;ioiis  ])rin- 
ciple,  have  rendered  themselves  heloNed.  Some  have  eno-ao-ed  in 
mercantile  employment,  and  heeome  useful  and  iniiuential  members 
of  society;  while  others  in  the  affriciiltnral  depai-tment  of  indnstry, 
have  become  respected  for  intelliii'ence,  entei'prise  and  unyielding 
integrity.  All  these  considerations  ccnnhine  to  make  the  Town  of 
Virgil  resj^ectahle  abroad.  I  have  observed  with  pleasure  for  several 
years,  that  whenever  I  liave  heard  it  spoken  of  by  ])eople  at  a  dis- 
tance, it  has  ])een  in  terms  of  the  highest  resj)ect. 

We  liope,  tlierefore,  that  those  who  still  reside  here  will  exert 
tliemselves  to  perpetuate  the  good  name  of  the  place;  that  while 
laboring  to  cultivate  and  enrich  the  soil,  that  they  may  receive  a 
bountiful  harvest,  they  will  not  neglect  the  intelligent  and  moral- 
cultivation  of  those  more  delicHte  plants,  which  the  Clod  of  nature 
has  placed  in  their  care;  and  greatly  dependent  u])on  ])arental  ti'ain- 
ing  for  futjire  hap^nness  and  prosperity  in  life. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  take  this  opportunity  to  give  more  ex- 
tended publicity  to  o/ie  fact,  to  which  a  brief  allusion  was  made  this 
morning,  which  should  be  published  as  an  imptjrtant  item  in  the 
history  of  the  State;  and  fully  proves  that  the  early  settlers  of  this 
Town,  though  situated  at  a  distance  from  the"  original  public  works, 
were  fnlly  competent  to  appreciate  the  advantages  which  they  would 
derive  from  them,  and  entered  witli  spirit  into  the  public  improve- 
ment policy  which  has  since  so  checkered  the  country  that  the  means 
of  speedy  and  cheap  conveyance  ai-e  furnished  to  almost  every  por- 
tion of  it. 

After  the  Erie  canal  .was  tinished  there  arose  a  discussion  in  the 
public  mind  concerning  the  respective  merits  of  canals  and  j'ailroads 
as  a  means  of  public  conveyance, — one  consideration  in  favoi-  of  the 
latter  was,  that  many  places  were  accessil)le  by  railroads  where 
canals  could  not  be  made;  this  was  the  case  of  the  southern  tier  of 
counties  in  this  State. 

The  mind  of  Nathaniel  Bouton,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
Town,  kiioAvn  to  us  all  as  an  energetic  farmer  and  worthy  citizen, 
became  interested  in  this  subject, — he  conceiviMl  the  idea  of  construct- 
ing a  railroad  from  the  city  of  New  Y(ji'k*  to  Lake  Erie,  direct 
through  the  then  secluded  southern  tier;  and  in  the  vear  1828  he 
examined  a  route  throui-li   t-utiicientlv  well   to   knoM-  that  it  was  a 
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fo!isil»lo  ono,  ;nnl  with  the  aid  of  the  sjx'nkoi'  of  to-da)',  lie  prepared 
and  pul)lislu'd  \\\v  emtliues  of  his  plan  in  the  Cortland  Ohserver,  a 
paper  then  issned  in  Homer  Vilhige. 

His  pLm  was  eoj)ied  in  several  periodicals  along"  tlie  line  of  tlic 
proposed  road;  and  from  tliat  time  tlie  snl)jec,t  of  a  New  York  and 
Erie  railroad  continued  to  oeenpv  the  pn])li(t  mind  until  tlie  iri'and 
project  was  conn)leted.  The  decease  of  DeWitt  Clinton,  whose 
death  was  announced  in  the  same  sheet  that  puhlished  Mr.  Bouton's 
plan,  was  a  cause  of  discourai«;oment  to  him,  for  lie  had  fondly  hoped 
that  his  favorite  project  would  receive  the  approbation  and  aid  of 
that  distin<i:;nished  statesman ;  hut  the  nncleus  iiinsfor^Died,  the  project 
was  ori(j)n<ded,  and  the  woi'k  advanced.  Mr.  Bonton  was  anxious 
that  it  should  he  a  State  work;  he  argued  that  it  W(»uld  he  good 
policy  for  the  state  to  engage  in  it, — that  it  would  aminally  yield  a 
revenue  which  might  he  advantageously  expended  for  the  sn})port 
of  schools. 

A  few  months  previous  to  the  final  completion  of  the  road,  its 
worthy  projector  died  at  his  residence  in  this  Town,  where  he  had 
lived  forty-five  years.  He  had  lived  to  see  the  place  of  his  adoption 
transformed  from  a  wild  and  howling  wilderness  into  a  delightful 
and  well  cnltivatiMl  country,  inhabited  hy  a  moral,  intelligent  and 
industrious  peo]>le.  He  had  lived  too,  to  see  the  distance  between 
his  residence  and  the  Atlantic  changed  from  a  dreary  journey  (tf  two 
weeks  into  a  ])leasant  ride  of  only  a  few  hours,  and  this  Town  en- 
joying all  the  privileges,  and  possessed  of  all  the  elements  which  are 
necessary  to  promote  \\\v  ha])piness  of  a  people. 

Dr.  John  Frank,  in  i'es}»onding  to  the  call  of  his  name,  gave  the 
following  toast : 

Virgil,  the  land  of  mUioity  to  many  of  us  now  present  : 

Whenever  we  tread  or  our  thoughts  revert  to  these  hills  and  val- 
leys, we  remember  that  here  is  the  revered  s]>ot  where  om-  earthly 
journey  was  commenced.  Although  many  of  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bors have  gone  to  the  spirit  land,  not  to  return, — ])eace  be  to  their 
ashes, — and  many  of  ns  live  in  difl'ercMit  p  .rts  of  the  country,  we  can 
never  forget  the  land  of  early  days  and  of  our  birth. 

Hon.  J.  Reynolds  being  calle(l  u|>on  by  the  President,  replied 
that  he  had  been  for  a  long  period  a  resident  of  Virgil,  that  the 
present  occasion  was  one  of  intense  inter(>st  to  him,  he  having  ob- 
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served  and  been  a  participator  in  so  mnch  of  tlie  eventfnl  history  of 
the  Town;  but  was  ol^liged  to  decline  any  extended  remarks  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health. 

Wm.  Woodard,  Esq.,  spoke  as  follows: 

It  gives  me  much  satisfaction  to  meet  so  many  of  my  friends  in 
this  happy  gathering,  who  with  myself  can  boast  an  early  home  in 
this  good  "  Old  Virgil. "  Both  childhood  and  youth  were  spent 
among  these  hills  and  valleys;  having  Iteen  familiar  for  years,  n^dth 
the  social  and  civil  condition  of  the  people,  he  was  delighted  after 
years  of  absence  to  discover  that  the  changes  in  the  whole  phase  of 
things  had  been  in  obedience  to  the  great  law  of  progress,  and  that 
the  home  of  his  dearest  and  earliest  associations  had  improved  its 
intellectual  and  moral  condition.  Tlie  allusion  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  schools  and  churches  of  the  Town  made  by  one  of  the 
speakers  who  had  preceded  him,  reminded  him  of  a  time  when  there 
were  six  distilleries  in  successful  operation  and  not  a  iinished  church 
edifice  in  the  whole  Town.  lie  said  he  took  great  pride  in  finding 
on  his  present  visit,  that  his  beloved  Towai  had  entirely  abandoned 
the  alcoholic  manufacture ;  and  in  place  of  her  distilleries  he  con- 
gratulated his  kindred  and  other  friends,  that  they  could  now  enu- 
merate eight  l^uildings  erected  and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the 
living  God.  So  too  had  the  common  school  house  become  the  com- 
mon property  of  every  neighborhood  in  Town.  A  subversion,  said 
he,  of  the  liquor  manufacture,  for  improvements  of  this  character, 
was  cause  for  the  liighest  gratification  to  him,  and  only  endeared  to 
him  the  more  the  home  of  early  years. 

Col.  M,  Frank,  of  Wisconsin,  lieing  called  upon  by  the  President, 
spoke  in  substance  as  follows: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — This  social  gathering  is  a  time  of  es- 
pecial interest  to  those  who  claim  this  Touti  as  the  place  of  their 
nativity.  I  can  truthfully  say  that  this  is  the  place  of  my  birth, 
and  here  were  the  scenes  of  my  childhood  and  youth.  The  hills 
that  rise  in  the  distance  were  the  first  that  ever  greeted  my  vision; 
the  streams  that  wind  their  way  through  this  valley  were  the  first  I 
ever  looked  upon.  Here  were  the  ])eginnings  of  life,  where  were 
received  those  early  impressions  of  thought  that  gave  direction  in 
after  years.     To  many  of  the  associates  of  my  youth  in  this  Town, 


44 


FESTAL  OATH E RING. 


I  owe  mucli.  Tlici'c  were  ainniiu-  tlicui  tliosc  wliosr  tinii  resolve  wms 
to  iiKike  their  mark  liii^li.  The  early  e(lucatii>ii:il  advaiitai^es  and 
facilities  for  intellectual  iinpi-ovenieiit  were  coiiipMratively  limited, — 
hence  a  irreater  amount  of  eft'oi-t  was  re(|uire<l  to  make  advances. 
Schools  for  ac(iuii-inji-  anythinu-  heyond  the  most  ordinaiy  hranehes 
of  education,  there  were  noni' ;  coii>e(n1ently  the  youni;'  men  of  Vir;:;il 
twentv  years  a<i(),  were  foi'ee<l  to  rely  upon  such  resoiu'ces  as  they 
could  best  e()mmand,  to  im])rove  their  minds  and  pre])are  them  for 
the  theatre  of  human  action.  I  am  ha])})y  to  know  that  not  a  few 
of  the  vouno-  uwu  at  the  period  of  which  1  .speak  made  n-ood  use  of 
their  time  ;  tliev  a])pi'opriated  every  instrmnentfdity  within  their 
reach  to  the  ac<j\ni-ement  of  u^eful  knowled<;-e. 

Since  the  long-  absence  froni  my  native  Town,  I  find  the  aspect  of 
nnich  that  I  see  gi'eatly  changvd, — the  woods  have  diminished,  farms 
enlai-ged  and  improved,  the  aoj-icultural  })rosperity  of  the  ])eople  has 
been  largely  advanced.  This  is  well,  it  is  indeed  gratifying.  Ihit 
(hiring  the  period  that  has  intervened  since  my  residence  here,  I  have 
alwavs  been  less  anxious  t<»  learn  of  your  success  in  the  enhani-ement 
of  your  prosperity  and  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  than  to  hear  of 
your  intellectual  and  moral  condition  —  of  the  progress  of  your 
schools  and  vour  success  \n  whatever  pertains  to  the  true  elevation 
of  the  people  and  the  more  su))stantial  interests  of  society.  My 
anxious  in(|uiries  in  this  behalf  have  not  always  received  satisfactory 
answers.  1  fear  the  intellectual,  moral  and' religious  interests  of  the 
people  have  not  always  kept  pace  with  their  ])ecuniary  advancemeiit. 

Those  who  are  now  the  young  nuMi  of  Vii-gil  lia\-e  a  high  mission 
before  them.  We  live  in  ;in  age  of  unusual  intellectual  activity — 
the  time  for  ignorant  and  uidettered  men  to  attain  to  an  honorable 
distinction  is  soon  to  pass  away.  No  young  man  can  now  reason- 
;d)ly  expect  to  reach  a  high  ])osition  of  pui»lic  or  private  trust  with 
out  an  education.  The  posts  of  honor  and  true  res})ectability  are 
not  attainable  bv  those  who  make  money,  or  low  annisement  the 
oidv  object  of  ])ursuit.  liesides  the  imjti-ovenu'nt  of  their  minds, 
the  times  demand  of  the  young  men  of  Virgil  active  service  in  be- 
half of  the  cause  <tf  hunuinity.  And  anioTig  the  calls  to  duty,  upon 
every  voimg  man  ami  every  lo\ei'  of  his  country  is  the  cry  of  suffer- 
ing millions  for  the  ^uj)pression  of  intem})erance.  This  Town,  this 
county,  the  State  and  the  worhl  have  been  long  enough  cursed  with 
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tlic  traftif  in  intoxicating  drinks,  and  the  fi-ionds  of  freedom  and 
humanitj  should  rise  in  tlieir  sti-eugtli  for  its  overtln-ow  and  effectnal 
legal  proliihition. 

Judge  Edwards  arose  and  said,  that  lie  would  not  occupy  the  time 
of  the  meeting  with  many  remaks,  l)ut  would  say  that  he  was  deeply 
interested  with  the  incidents  of  the  day,  and  sympathized  with  the 
feelings  of  the  friends  who  addressed  the  meeting.  The  scenes  of 
the  day  and  the  remarks  made,  naturally  led  his  mind  back  to  events 
long  since  passed.  Allusion  lias  l)een  made  to  tlie  appearance  of 
liouses  for  religious  worship  as  not  being  what  it  should  be.  He 
said,  that  thougli  he  might  not  be  inclined  to  deny  the  fact,  he  felt 
it  would  1)6  unjust  to  apply  any  dis(;redit  arising  from  tliis  cause 
indiscriminately^  as  from  what  he  knew  of  the  liistory  of  the  place, 
lie  could  say  that  numerous  individuals  had  made  large  sacrifices  to 
promote  its  religious  interests.  He  would  refer  to  one  incident  to 
illustrate  this  remark.  Mrs.  Roe,  mother  of  S.  M.  Roe,  President 
of  the  day,  was  an  early  and  ardent  friend  to  the  interests  of  relig- 
ion. At  a  certain  time  her  friends  at  tlie  East  sent  a  small  amoimt 
of  dried  apples.  Did  she  call  her  friends  and  feast  them  and  her 
cliildren  on  those?  Not  at  all.  Wlien  her  children  beean  to  con- 
gratulate  tliemselves  upon  the  acquisition,  she  told  tliem  tliat  they 
might  restrain  their  feelings,  for  she  had  a  use  to  which  she  should 
devote  them.  She  sold  them  and  applied  the  proceeds  to  the  pur- 
<']iase  of  a  cloth  for  the  communion  table — the  same  that  is  now  used 
in  the  church  to  which  she  belonged. 

The  President,  Dea.  S.  M.  Roe,  remarked  that  tlie  incidents  of 
the  day  had  Ijrought  to  his  mind  many  of  the  most  impoi-tant  events 
of  his  life,  spent  mainly  in  this  Town. 

It  had  revived  more  particularly  the  history  of  liis  early  years, 
wliile  the  country  around  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness,  the 
undisputed  abode  of  panthers,  liears  and  wolves.  He  saill  the  privi- 
lege of  seeing  so  large  a  group  of  his  old  friends  once  more,  under 
so  favoral>le  circumstances,  had  made  him  over-full  of  joy. 

The  associations  of  the  day  had  reminded  him  of  some  of  liis  early 
luxuries,  such  as  being  cradled  in  a  sap-trough  l)y  his  kind  parents, 
amid  the  sweet  melody  of  nightly  scren:ules  by  M'olves.  He  could 
never  forget  among  the  l.-itej-  dcdicnries  of  tliat  tender  period  the  ex- 
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(juisito  llavor  ol'  tho  hrown  iolmiiy-c-iUo,  in:i(lo  of  tlio  poundcMl  corn, 
:is  liis  f'nii;';il  iiinllu-r  ])arcc'llcil  it  out  to  the  oa/jjer  apctitcs  of  lier 
littli'  Hock. 

IIo  fnrtlicr  rcinarkcti  that  lie  was  c(.iili(lciit,  wlicii  his  friciuls  rcc- 
ollcctcil  liis  carh'  a(lvaiitai;'('s,  and  how  much  of  liis  life  had  Ik'cu 
shaih'd  lij  the  native  foiH'sts  of  liv-udnc  (hiys,  tlicy  wouhl  not  c.xjx'ct 
liiin  to  he  now  a  h)n<j;-speecli-niakinj;'  man. 

lion.  M.  Frank,  of  AVisconsin,  l»eing  called  upon  for  a  toast,  <i;ave 
tlie  foUowini;-  sentiment: 

"  Tlte  Ladies  of  our  native  Toini  : 

*  Never  surpassed  in  l)canty  and  vii'tne.  The  time  has  now  arrived 
when  they  also. take  raid<  willi  tlie  foremost  in  acconiplisliments,  re- 
finement and  taste." 

R.  O.  Reynolds,  Es(].,  heinj<  cjdled  upon  to  respond,  said : 
Mk.  CnAiKMAN  : — The  time  lias  heen  when  no  liap})ier,  and  as  1 
then  thoui;lit,  no  more  ap]»idpriate  (hity  could  he  iiii])osed  upon  me 
than  a  full  and  heart-felt  response  to  the  truthful  ami  well  apjjlied 
sentiment  of  myfriend  from  the  AVest.  Bnt  those  days,  alas,  have 
flitted  away  upon  the  swift  wing  of  time.  It  was  when  in  the  lull 
freshness  of  vigor  and  youthful  manhood,  my  heart  was  tilled  with 
the  mysterious  romance  and  gallantry  of  that  sunlit  period  of  my 
life,  when  everything  wore  a  rosy  tint,  when  the  futin-e  was  undark- 
ened  hy  the  somhre  clouds  of  real  life,  and  the  heautiful  and  fascin- 
ating sisterhoo(l  with  wliicli  I  was  surroimdeil,  possessed  a  weird  and 
mvstic  charm  that  placed  them  almost  \ipon  a  level  with  angels  in 
disguise. 

Now  the  enchantments  of  love  and  andiition  arc  in  a  measure  dis- 
solved, and  I  stand  advanced  l)eyond  the  thresliold  of  struggling, 
titihting  life,  and  have  l)cgun  to  learn  how  little  of  fruition  there  is 
in  the  lii'iu'ht  visions  and  jiromiscs  held  out  to  us  hy  the  deceiving- 
mirror  of  romance  and  ant icij)ation.  The  silver  thread  meandering 
and  irndtij)lviug  among  my  locks  Ketoken  the  effect  of  years  ami 
lahor,  and  when  I  seek  for  rest  and  quiet  recreation  to  recruit  nny 
wearied  energies,  I  find  tliem  no  longer  in  the  gay  circles  of  the 
r(»sy  and  young,  hut  hy  tlie  r(4ired  domestic  hearth-stone  where  I 
liegin  to  see  those  surroun<Hng  my  own  tire-side  who  are  already 
preparinii'  to  take  tin;  })lace  I  have  madf  vac^ant  among  thej'outhfnl 
an<l  the  gay.      Yet,  aside  from  all  the  romance  and  unreality  with 
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wliicli  youtlifnl  inoxpericnco  iiiny  sni-ronnd  the  feiiiMlo  clinriK'tcr, 
tliere  is  a  valnal)lc  truthfulness  in  tlie  sentiment  of  my  friend  wliieli 
will  1)0  felt  and  appreciated  by  all,  and  should  be  the  cause  of  the 
liighest  exultation  and  congratulation  amongst  us. 

The  qualities,  cliaracteristics  and  endowments  whicli  (-(nnbine  to 
make  up  the  perfect  fenude  character,  and  bestow  upon  her  those 
charming  graces  and  attractions  which  make  her  the  lovely  compan- 
ion of  man's  prosperity  and  the  sweet  solace  of  his  adversity,  are  of 
a  two-fold  character  and  origin.  Some,  and  those  indispensable  ones 
that  form  the  foundation  of  all  human  attraction  and  worth,  are  con- 
fei-red  l)y  the  great  Master  alone.  Others,  the  mere  accessories,  and 
still  no  less  desirable  and  captivating,  are  added  by  (mltivation  and 
improvement.  Thus  beauty  of  person,  virtue  and  goodness  of  heart 
and  (^haracter,  and  strength  of  intellect,  can  be  a(^quired  only  from 
tlie  great  source  of  all  beauty,  goodness  and  mentid  ])ower,  whilst 
tliiit  beauty  may  l)e  improved  and  rendered  more  attractive,  that 
vii'tue  and  goodness  may  l)e  increased  and  refined,  and  extended  in 
its  usefulness,  and  that  intellect  may  l»e  improv^etl,  enlarged  and 
strengthened,  almost  to  infinity,  l)y  those  embellishments  and  accom- 
])lishments,  by  that  retinemcnt  and  taste  which  are  acquired  by  the 
cultivation  and  the  teachings  of  society. 

Thus  my  friend  lias  well  said  of  the  ladies  of  the  Town  of  his 
nativity,  that  the  time  has  never  been  when  they  were  surpassed  I*}" 
their  sisters  in  any  neighl)oring  country  in  virtue  and  l)eauty,  in 
tliose  qualities  which  God  bestows  to  form  the  perfect  woman;  and 
altliough  it  is  equally  true  that  the  time  has  been  when  our  young 
ladies  kicked  many  of  the  advantages  for  the  improvement  of  the 
mind  and  the  <'ultivation  of  the  graces  and  adoi-mnents  of  numner 
]>ossessed  by  some  of  their  neighl)oring  sisters;  yet,  my  friend  may 
well  say,  and  we  may  all  congratulate  yon,  young  ladies,  "  that  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  you  may  also  take  rtuik  with  tlie  fore- 
most, in  accomplishments,  refinement  and  taste. " 

It  has  ])een  no  less  true  with  the  sons  than  with  tlie  daughters  of 
Virgil.  Possessing  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  countiy,  and 
inheriting  from  their  liardy  pioneer  ancestors  from  New  England 
an<l  Eastern  New  York,  in  a  degree  unsurpassed  by  any  that  sur- 
rounds them,  those  energies  of  character,  that  strengtli  of  mind  and 
will,   that   desire  to  progress,  and  that  real  goodness  and  soundness 
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mF  licni't,  all  of  wliicli  (•(iinl)iiu'  to  tonii  tliat  tomidntioii  <j;r;intc(l  liy 
Ilciivt'ii  foi'  iiinkiiii:'  uj>  tlic  })C'i'fVct  iiiiiii,  tlicy  ncedfd  l»n1  llic  op|)<)i-- 
timity  aiul  tlie  lucaus  to  add  to  tliose  ])i-(.'('ious  ^iftw  hct^towcd  l>y 
nature's  kindly  hand,  the  improvements  and  aeeoniplislnuents,  tlic 
cultivation  and  i-eiinenient,  wliicli  education  and  an  ac(|uaintaiK'.c 
witii  society  bestows,  to  make  tlieni  what  tliey  now  are — both  tlie 
sons  and  daughters  of  our  native  Town — "never  surpassed  in  tliose 
:;'ifts  anil  \irtues  wliicli  God  ah)ne  bestows,  whilst  tlicy  also  now  take 
raid<  with  the  foremost  in  those  accomplishments  and  retinements 
derived  from  education,  instruction  and  cultivation." 

No  one  can  say  of  ns,  howevei",  in  onr  early  strnggles  for  im])rove- 
ment,  at  the  time  when  oui-  ineans  of  imjM'ovement  were  the  most 
meagre  and  limited,  th:it  wc  were  ever  discouraged,  oi-  tliat  we  failed 
to  turn  everything  to  the  best  account,  and  had  I  time,  nothing  could 
be  nioi'c  annising  to  tlie  book-gorged,  acjulemy-glntted  student  of 
the  present  day,  tlian  an  aceonnt  of  the  way  we  songlit  to  become 
anatonnsts  and  chemists,  physicians  and  lawyers,  orators  and  del>at- 
ers,  poets  and  essayists,  editors  and  jonrnalists,  and  even  tragedians 
and  stagt'  jtlayers.  It  would,  indeetl,  be  a  ])ictnre  of  "  the  ])ursni1 
of  knowledge  under  dithculties, ''  and  I  feel  almost  inclined  to 
promise  when  tlie  leism-e  can  be  connnanded,  to  give  you  a  lectnre, 
descriptive  of  our  eai'ly  struggles  in  the  various  departments  of 
IcMU-ning  and  literature. 

l>ut  now  I  have  only  a  glance  to  give  at  some  of  our  most  primi- 
tive attem]>ts  at  impi'o\(  iiient,  for  the  ])ur])(»se  of  ])ro\ing  that  how- 
ever rude  the  material  used,  or  unskilli'ul  the  attempt,  yet  they  were 
attended  with  most  im})ortant  results  in  the  deveh^])ment  of  the  re- 
som-ces,  and  in  the  formation  of  the  character  of  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  oiu'  maternal  Town. 

Almost  in  all  cases  the  first  effort  towards  intellectual  culture  in 
the  early  settlement  of  a  coimtry,  is  a  combined  effort  tosn])])ly  that 
greatest  and  foremost  want  of  mental  food  arising  from  a  scarcity 
of  books,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  the  circulating  library.  How 
well  many  of  us  remember  the  precise  aj)pearance  of  every  volume 
contained  in  the  Old  Virgil  Union  Libraiy,  as  they  were  arranged 
upon  the  shelves  within  the  little  white  i)ine,  mi])ainted  clothes-press- 
l(»oking  l)ook-case,  being  just  fi\e  feet  wi<le  and  six  feet  high,  and 
one-half  tilled  with   books — oh!   how   jirecinus!      From  that  sacred 
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arcana  I  iirst  drew,  with  trGml)ling  and  deliglitcd  lingers,  the  first 
volnme  I  ever  read  beyond  the  dignity  of  Motlicr  Goose.  It  was 
"  Tlie  Sorrows  of  Werter. "  Next  we  were  more  fortnnate,  and  the 
Aral)ian  Nights  were  cantered  tln-ongh  day  and  night,  by  my  friend, 
Carlo  M.  Woods,  now  clerk  of  Snpreme  Conrt,  in  Quincy,  HI.,  and 
myself,  side  1)y  side,  with  snch  delight  as  the  well  fed  reader  of  the 
present  day  can  never  enjoy. 

Then  in  after  years,  when  the  few  volnmes  remaining  became 
dogs-eared,  scattered  and  gone,  and  the  fonntain  was  no  longer  snp- 
plied,  and  its  treasnres  exhausted,  how  wonderful  the  diligence  with 
which  we  watc^hed  for  and  sought  out  any  stray  crumb  of  new  food. 
Often  have  I,  together  with  Phillip  Roe,  Carlo  Woods  and  William 
Edwards,  gone  two,  three  and  four  miles  on  foot  to  borrow  a  book 
we  had  heard  of,  owned  by  some  remote  neiglil)or.  I  tell  you  that 
was  comfortable  reading.  And  then  the  delight  furnished  me  by 
my  good  friend,  Dr.  Bronson,  who  was  ever  ready  in  my  boyliood, 
to  aid  me  onward  in  improvement,  loaned  me  the  gratuitous  use  of 
his  share  of  the  Cortland  Village  Lil^rary,  Oh,  the  riches !  the 
treasures.  Mavor's  Voyages  and  Travels,  Clark's,  Bruce's,  Cook's, 
Lewis  and  Clark's,  and  others  of  voyages  and  travels,  and  then  the 
opening  of  tliat  rich  treasury  furnislied  by  Cooper's  and  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  Novels,  tlion  in  current  pul)lication. 

It  was  with  the  rest  of  them  as  with  me,  and  those  early  struggles 
and  slender  advantages  have  told  upon  our  lives. 

Next  to  acquiring  the  means  of  information,  follows  the  discussion 
and  the  application  of  the  new  world  of  knowledge  acquired.  Then 
follows  the  debating  society — not  confined  to  students,  merchants  or 
lawyers,  clerks  or  young  mechanics,  but  bringing  together  the  farmer 
and  the  day  worker,  for  miles  around,  who  had  a  taste  for  cultivat- 
ing the  mind  together  with  the  controversial  propensities,  and  the 
depth  of  the  questions  discussed;  the  gravity  and  learning  with 
which  each  side  was  studied  and  weighed,  would  seem  to  settle  for- 
ever without  controversy,  the  comparative  merits  of  Bonaparte  and 
Washington  as  generals,  {710  one  thought  of  comparing  them  as 
men,)  the  respective  abilities  of  Hannibal  and  Csesar,  the  compar- 
ative l^enefits  derived  from  Dr.  Franklin  and  Columbus,  from  the 
art  of  printing  and  the  magnetic  needle ;  yet  in  those  very  clubs  in 
which  I  have  seen  so  familiarly  many  a  face  assembled  here  to-day, 
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;ni(l  in  which  I  have  so  often  wichlcd  my  sword  of  hith,  ac^uinst  tlio 
trencliant  Idades  of  the  Franks  and  Hydes  and  Woods  and  Terry 
and  tlie  Greens  and  the  Edwardses  and  tlie  Hunters  and  the  Rocs, 
liavc  1>een  elicited  for  tlie  iirst  scinctillations  of  intellects  that  have 
since  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  highest  cultivation,  and  have 
since  rewarded  riclily  tlie  lari;t'st  a]t})liances  of  improvement.  Many 
of  US  wlio  are  now  (Ktcupyiiig  at  least,  comf ortal de  and  rensonable 
positions  (and  some  raid<ini;-  with  tlie  highest,)  in  the  learned  pro- 
fessions, would  now  l)nt  for  tlie  hum])le  del)ating  clubs  in  this  good 
Town,  have  l)een  hut  third  rate  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  amongst  you. 

Oh,  pardon  us,  ye  Goddess  Thespis,  that  I  should  so  long  forget 
thy  enrly  votaries.  Only  think  of  the  preparations  and  rehearsals 
for  our  exhibitions,  a  la  f/r(n/iatujue,  in  the  different  districts  of  our 
conunon  schools.  Was  ever  Caesar  so  foully  murdered  as  by  my 
friend  Fi-:ink,  over  on  Luce  Hill  ?  AVhy  !  the  stal)  that  even  et  tu 
Bride  gave,  w^as  nothing  to  compare  wnth  it.  And  was  ever  Robin 
Roughhead  made  so  much  a  clown  as  on  the  l)oards  at  the  South 
Settlement  ?  And  Deacon  Homespun  could  never  have  more  dressed 
and  looked  the  stupid,  superstitious,  ignorant  country  doubter,  than 
was  put  on  ])y  our  then  facetious  friend,  Ilii-am  Green.  But  Rome's 
grand  (effort,  "  her  greatest  and  her  last," — Frank  as  Pizarro,  myself 
as  Alonzo,  our  little,  withered,  yellow,  dried,  monkey-faced  school- 
master, who  shall  be  nameless,  as  Rolla,  and  the  long  galaxy  of  talent, 
male  and  female,  that  faithfully  rehearsed  tlu'ough  the  long  winter 
at  the  old  white  tavern  on  the  hill,  in  the  hall,  at  the  weekly  rent 
of  a  quarter  pound  of  tea  or  its  equivalent. 

If  Forrest  could  have  seen  our  school  master  as  Rolla,  lie  never 
would  have  played  more.  His  great  heart  would  have  broke,  and 
it  was  no  wonder  that  the  glorious  winter  for  fun  and  rehearsals 
ended  in  a  failure  to  give  the  tinal  eclat  by  a  public  exhiliition. 

Persevering  to  the  last,  we  had  woj/t^css,  no  type',  Init  by  procuring 
foolscap  paper  to  be  headed  with  the  ])rinte(l  words  in  Roman  cap- 
itals, "  The  Spectator, "  we  weekly  issued  our  closely  written  columns 
to  an  admiring  public;  and  imitating  the  great  essayist  Addison,  in 
the  style  of  our  articles  and  in  the  manners  we  reformed,  as  well  as 
in  our  paper's  name,  for  tlnx^e  long  years  we  continued  the  faithful 
monitors  of  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the  jyt^ess,  composed 
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of  tliG  tists  of  Frank,  myself,  Iljtle,  and  otlier  wortliy  contril)utors. 
And  who  shall  say  how  mucli  the  tastes  and  facilities  of  writing 
thus  and  then  acquired  may  have  influenced  and  controlled  the  career 
and  destiny  of  my  friend,  who  was  its  principal  condu(;tor.  But 
alas,  I  can  dwell  upon  sucli  pleasant  reminiscences  no  longer.  The 
rapidly  declining  sun  warns  me  to  a  close.  The  happiest  day  must 
have  an  ending.  The  most  joyous  gatherings  must  1)C  followed  hj 
a  separation,  and  we  must  again  become  scattered  a])road,  and  min- 
gled witli  strangers  to  our  native  soil  in  the  strife  of  life,  but  let  us 
all  remember,  one  and  all,  that  wlienever  duty  may  call  us,  wherever 
our  lot  may  be  cast,  let  each  son  and  daughter  of  Virgil  strive  to 
reflect  nothing  but  the  sunsliinc  of  bright  honor  and  worth  upon 
tlicir  maternal  lirow. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee  of  three  ])e  appointed 
to  procure  from  the  several  speakers  of  the  day,  a  copy  of  their  ad- 
dresses, tlie  sentiments  presented  and  the  odes  sung,  and  arrange 
tlie  same  with  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  and  have  the  whole  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form;  and  that  Dr.  F,  Hyde,  R.  O.  Reynolds, 
Esq.,  and  N.  Bouton  constitute  said  committee.  Tlic  meeting  then 
dispersed. 
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E.  P.  SLAFTER,  Clioristcr,  MISS  M.  ROBINSON, 

H.  M.  SIIEERAR,  Second  C,  "  M.  IIAZEN, 

M.  FRANK,  "  L.  SNIDER, 

J.  B.  SIIEERAR,  "  M.  ROE, 

WM.  CHATTERTON,  "  el.  M.  IIOTCIIKISS, 

DR.  J.  BALL,  "  J.  GLEASON. 

MRS.  A.  SNIDER, 


IT  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  well,  as  the  original  pamphlet 
giving  the  acconnt  of  the  Festive  Gathering  of  Early  Settlers 
of  the  Town  of  Virgil,  was  exhausted,  and  events  have  been  con- 
stantly transpiring  to  the  present  time,  that  it  wonld  be  very  desir- 
able to  renew  the  original  work,  not  only,  but  to  bring  the  history 
np  to  tlie  present  time  and  embrace  the  same  in  one  pul)lication,  to 
be  placed  in  reach  of  any  one  who  shonld  wish  to  Ijccome  acquainted 
witli  a  plain  and  authentic;  histoiy  of  the  Town,  for  the  entertain- 
ment and  gratilication  of  those  who  will  be  desirous  of  reading  the 
same. 

Nearly  four  years  since,  I  (commenced  a  series  of  "  Letters  "  con- 
nected with  this  sul)ject,  for  the  Press,  and  concluded  to  copy  them 
nearly  entire  into  the  New  Work.  It  was  at  first  thought  l)est  to 
abridge  them,  retaining  the  substance  in  less  compass ;  but  in  look- 
ing it  over,  it  seems  to  myself  that  this  course  would  render  the 
style  much  cramped  and  inflexil)le;  and  thus  destroy  that  easy  flow 
of  ideas  tliat  now  prevails — at  least  as  the  writer  looks  upon  them. 
Errors  will  be  corrected,  parts  withdrawn,  and  such  additions  made 
as  shall  appear  to  be  proper  and  suitable. 
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NUMBER  I. 

AS  tlic  elections  for  tlie  year  are  past,  the  crops  gathered,  and 
tlie  greatest  share  of  marketing  produce  is  done,  and  winter 
is  npon  us  in  earnest,  it  may  reasonably  be  assumed  tliat  the  minds 
of  the  people  are  accessil)le  to  other  considerations  than  those  which 
liave  engrossed  them  during  the  busy  months  past.  Taking  this 
view  of  the  sitiuition,  the  writer,  wlio  has  lived  in  the  Town  to  be 
des(a'i])ed  more  than  seventy  yearns,  and  has  been  familiar  with  most 
of  the  important  events  that  liave  transpired  in  that  time,  has  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  lie  will  ]>e  justified  in  presenting  some  facts 
in  reference  to  matters  in  the^ history  of  "  Old  Virgil."  And  he  is 
the  more  in<-lined  to  do  so  from  the  fact  that  many  seem  to  have 
erroneous  impressions,  greatly  to  the  disparagement  of  our  Town, 
in  reference  to  the  various  items  em])raced  in  the  standing  or  credit 
of  a  Town  where  a  c(^nnnon,  mutu;d,  and  general  interest  prevails. 
This  diminutive  opinion  doubtless  had  its  origin  in  the  obscure 
beginning  which  the  early  settlers  had,  in  the  dense  forest  where 
tliey  chose  their  homes,  and  where  their  daily  business  was  to  fell 
the  forest  and  prepare  the  soil  to  yield  its  production  for  the  suste- 
nance of  man  and  ])east.  In  this  respect  the  Town  differed  l)ut  lit- 
tle from  those  surrounding  it;  ])ut  tliere  were  some  disadvantages 
peculiar  to  this  Town,  not  in  so  great  a  degree  parti<npa.ted  in  by 
others.  The  settlers  were  generally  poor,  and  had  to  purchase  their 
land  of  tliosc  residing  at  a  distan<'e,  involving  the  necessity  of  taking 
tlic  money  tluit  could  ])c  realized  from  hard  toil,  away  from  us  and 
paying  it  ont  in  distant  places,  from  Mdience  it  ne^'er  returned  to  aid 
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l)y  its  (•ircul.-ition,  tlio  succt-ss  siiul  prot^])ority  of  our  ])c<>pk',  rciulcr- 
inoj  money  extremely  scarce  and  liriuging-  them  to  fi;rcat  straits. 

Another  permanent  embarrassment  -was  the  hick  of  a  lieavy  stream 
of  water  passino-  throujj^li  centrally,  for  propelling  mills  and  machin- 
ery. Otliers  might  he  mentioned  which  had  a  depressing  effect  on 
the  energy  of  the  pioneers;  hut  they  did  not  prevent  them  from 
persevering  in  the  determination  to  hew  out  for  themselves  and 
families  respectable  and  comfortal)le  homes,  and  to  rear  the  institu- 
tions of  religion  and  learning.  The  situation  was  very  different 
from  that  now  found  in  settling  a  new  country.  Everything  must 
be  taken  in  its  primitive  state.  The  first  settlers  must  wait  twelve 
or  more  years  for  a  Post-Offi<;e.  And  though  our  office  was  estab- 
lished in  1808,  yet  as  late  as  1873,  some  have  found  it  hard  to  believe 
that  such  an  obscure  place  should  have  a  Post-Office.  There  is  one 
here,  however,  which  is  doing  a  business  very  creditable  to  the  intcl- 
ligencQ  of  the  population. 

Before  the  partially  cleared  farms  produced  a  sufficient  amount 
of  grain  for  the  sustenance  of  the  people,  it  was  common  for  the 
al)lc-bodied,  stalwart  young  men  to  go,  as  it  was  said,  "out  to  the 
lakes,"  to  work  during  harvest,  that  they  might  supplement  tlie  scan- 
ty amount  grown  on  their  own  narrow  tields.  I  miglit  mention  as  a 
specimen  of  <lifficulties  to  l)e  overcome,  the  scanty  remuneration  re- 
ceived l)y  ministers  of  the  gospel.  One  who  had  labored  several 
years  in  a  church  made  a  statement  which  is  derived  from  an  au- 
thentic source  to  this  effect ;  that  he  had  not  received  money  enough 
from  the  church  to  which  he  ministered  to  pay  the  postage  on  letters 
which  he  had  received  on  their  account.  Afterwards  the  same 
church  secured  the  labors  of  a  minister  on  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars. 
Another  chui-ch  passed  a  solemn  resolution  that  they  would  endeavor 
to  raise  ten  dollars  to  secui-e  the  lal»ors  of  a  minister  two  Sabbaths 
dm-ing  the  year.  Such  are  some  of  the  facts  existing,  incident  to 
tlie  settlement  and  progress  of  this  Town.  These  have  doubtless 
given  rise  to  some  of  the  disparaging  things  that  have  been  said  long 
since,  and  have  l)ecn  re2:)eated  in  modern  times,  taxing  heavily  even 
the  "  Charity  which  suffereth  long  and  is  kind. "  It  will  l)e  the  object 
of  the  wi-iter,  in  a  series  of  articles,  to  show  that  such  opinions  if 
entertained,  are  unfounded,  and  merely  indicate  the  ignorance  or 
prejudice  of  those  who  express  them. 
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NUMBER  II. 

IN  looking;  over  what  I  had  written  in  rofcrcnee  to  the  remunera- 
tion made  to  ministers  of  the  gospel,  it  occurred  to  me  that,  an 
inference  might  be  drawn,  reflecting'  on  the  generosity  of  meml)crs 
of  the  churches.  I  should  l)c  reluctant  to  leave  such  an  impression, 
as  they  probably  contributed  according  to  their  ability  in  the  sub- 
stantials  of  life,  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  those  ofSciating 
in  the  "  sacred  calling. "  It  remains  to  set  forth  some  of  the  insur- 
mountal)le  obstacles  arising  from  the  situation  of  the  Town.  It  was 
one  of  those  constituting  what  was  known  as  the  "  Military  Tract, " 
and  was  aT>out  ten  miles  square,  witli  a  ridge  of  hills  extending  from 
west  to  east  tln'ougli  the  centre.  When  the  settlements  were  made 
they  occupied,  esscntiadly  tlie  1)orders  of  the  area,  so  tliat  small  com- 
mimities  were  formed  in  each  corner,  causing  great  inconvenience  in 
doing  business  of  whatever  kind;  religious,  literary  or  political,  in- 
cident to  the  progress  of  the  people.  The  result  was  that  every  in- 
stitution was  feeble  and  essentially  isolated ;  and  when  any  impor- 
tant object  was  to  be  promoted,  requii'ing  the  concurrence  and  aid 
of  all  those  interested,  they  must  hold  their  consultations  and  unite 
tlicir  influence  at  great  expense  and  inconvenience.  Tliis  state  of 
tilings  told  unfavorably  on  the  pul)lic  mind.  Then  any  cause  was 
viewed  in  its  results,  compared  with  the  whole  population,  as  seen 
in  tlie  census  reports;  it  would  apj)ear  much  disproportioned,  and 
the  inference  would  l)e  against  the  intelligence,  ability  and  public 
spirit  of  the  people. 

Each  settlement  would  naturally  urge  its  claims  for  privileges, 
such  as  town  meetings,  clerk's  otflce,  etc.,  which  caused  a  constant 
struggle  between  the  respective  localities  for  participation  in  these 
and  other  conunon  privileges.  It  would  be  ditlicult  to  set  forth  tlie 
embarrassments  arising  fi'om  this  cause,  so  as  to  l)e  apprecnated  by 
those  who  have  never  experienced  the  like.  This  state  of  things 
continued,  with  many  efforts  for  the  division  of  the  Town,  all  of 
which  failed,  till  1845,  when  it  was  divided  into  three  towns,  by  a 
line  east  and  west,  idcnti(;al  with  the  original  line  of  lots  live  miles 
from  the  north  boundary,  leaving  the  north  part  to  retain  the  name 
of  Virgil,  and  the  south  part  separated  into  two  parts.     The  west 
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part  liavinf;  the  name  of  Harford,  and  the  east  part  tliat  of  Lapeer. 
Tliis  division  lias,  on  the  whole,  proved  satisfactory,  as  it  has  placed 
each  portion  on  its  own  responsibility,  and  given  to  each  the  oppor- 
tunity to  lahor  and  strive  as  best  it  mif];ht,  for  its  own  advancement. 

I  have  hitherto  occupied  your  space  to  set  forth  the  o])stac.les  with 
which  we  had  to  contend;  and,  let  it  l)e  remembered  that  the  merit 
(»f  siu-cess  is  in  proportion  to  the  ditticnlties  to  1)0  overcome.  The 
writer  has  enjoye<l  no  advantages  for  education  outside  the  Town 
under  consideration;  consequently  your  readers  will  not  be  enter- 
tained with  tiights  of  the  imagination,  finding  their  expression  in 
gorgeous  sunsets,  with  light,  fleecy  clouds  tinged  with  gold,  speed- 
ing their  way  towards  the  eastern  horizon,  or  gurgling,  si^arkliug 
rills  pursuing  their  serpentine  course  through  the  lowly  vale.  The 
object  will  be  to  give  the  facts  in  phun  language,  such  as  none  need 
misunderstand. 
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IT  will  now  be  expe(^ted  by  your  readers  that  the  \\Titer  of 
these  articles  will  proceed,  as  was  proposed,  to  give  evidences 
of  enterpise,  thrift  and  advancement.  That  is  now  my  object.  It 
nnist,  however,  be  premised,  in  order  to  present  a  ]u-oper  view  of 
the  merit  of  success,  that  a  portion  of  our  population,  embracing 
men  of  property  and  influence,  have  failed  to  harmonize  with  the 
efforts  made  for  the  promotion  of  })lans  for  the  el(>vation  of  the 
ToAvn  in  the  scale  of  moi-ality,  education,  or  agriculture,  causing  the 
wheels  of  progress  to  roll  heavily.  There  has  also  been  a  class  of 
idlers  subsisting  on  the  thrift  and  industry  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
that  has  added  very  much  to  the  burdens  of  a  community  essentially 
laltorious  and  enterprising.  It  may  be  said  that  such  is  true  of 
every  place.  However  that  may  be,  it  is  certain  with  us  every  laud- 
able enterprise  has  made  its  way,  inch  by  inch,  through  the  difiicul- 
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tics  tliat  have  interposed.  It  Ims  l)een  said,  that  if  a  man  slionld 
live  where  lie  could  gain  a  subsistence  \>j  laboring  two  days  in  the 
week,  he  would  lal)or  but  one.  And  if  he  could  live  by  la])oring 
fon?'  days,  he  would  labor  six,  thus  gaining  a  surplus.  Such  is  very 
much  the  case  in  this  Town.  It  is  not  claimed  that  it  is  the  most 
fertile  spot  on  earth,  or  even  in  the  State  or  county.  Here  is,  how- 
ever, encouragement  for  a  good  return  for  the  labors  of  the  husband- 
man. Few  of  the  frugal  and  industrious,  blessed  with  health,  have 
wanted  for  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life ;  and  many  have  en- 
joyed its  luxuries.  The  time  has  l)een,  in  the  memory  of  the  writer, 
when  a  man  owning  a  property  of  three  thousand  dollars  would  be 
accounted  7ich ;  or,  as  the  phrase  then  was,  "  forehanded. "  JVow 
it  would  require  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  to  entitle  him  to  such 
appellations. 

The  soil  is  better  adapted  to  grazing  than  tillage;  yet,  before 
there  was  a  demand  for  the  products  of  the  dairy,  the  necessities  of 
the  people  required  the  cultivation  of  grain  to  a  considerable  extent, 
especially  of  oats,  which  found  a  ready  market,  though  at  a  very 
low  rate,  in  Ithaca  and  other  villages  around.  Cattle  and  sheep 
were  also  raised  in  large  numbers,  and  were  sold  to  l)e  driven  toward 
the  seaboard  for  market.  At  length  there  arose  in  the  cities,  and 
especially  in  New  York,  a  call  for  hutter,  and  the  labors  of  the  peo- 
ple were  directed  to  the  production  of  that  article.  The  cultivation 
of  oats  for  export,  always  very  exhausting  to  the  soil,  was  then 
abandoned. 

About  twenty  years  since,  an  investigation  was  made  with  much 
care,  by  the  writer,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  butter  made  and 
sold  from  the  Town,  in  one  year  (1852,)  at  the  extremely  low  prices 
of  that  time,  brought  a  return  of  $25,000. 

B-ecently  it  has  been  impossible  to  form  an  estimate,  approximat- 
ing correctness,  of  the  amount  made  and  sold,  l)ut  it  has,  doul)tless, 
doubled — and  the  price  at  which  it  has  been  sold  has  also  doubled, 
or  nearly  so.  Within  a  few  years  considerable  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  production  of  cheese ;  and  during  the  passt  season,  an 
amount  has  been  made  and  sold  which  brought  a  return  of  $8,000 
or  more. 
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NUMHER  IV. 

I])roc(>o(l  now  to  o-ivc  sonit'  account  of  tlio  prodnctioTis  of  our 
Town.  Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  cultivation  of  oati:!. 
Considcrahle  has  been  done  in  wheat,  corn,  barley,  etc.,  thonii:h  it  is 
loni^  since  grahi  was  a  leading  production.  Formerly  nuicli  was 
(lone  in  raising  potatoes  for  food,  marketing  and  feeding.  A  single 
farm  has  ])een  known  to  produce  2,000  l)ushels  in  one  season.  And 
in  1816 — known  as  the  "cold  season" — the  same  farm  produced 
some  live  or  six  hundred  bushels  from  3f  acres.  Every  description 
of  produce  has  had  a  l)egiuning  and  a  slow  progress.  This  has  1)een 
emphati(^ally  the  case  with  the  products  of  the  drmy.  After  the 
call  for  these  products  became  considerable,  it  was  long  before  the 
article  of  hUte?'  was  reckoned  in  a  manner  graduated  by  its  merit. 
Buttei-  was  butter,  and  the  product  of  every  inan's  dairy  went  at 
about  the  same  price.  The  writer  once  asked  a  l)utter-1)uyei-  if  there 
was  not  a  difference  in  the  quality  of  butter  ?  The  answer  was  that 
there  was  a  great  difference.  The  question  then  was,  if  there  is  a 
difference  in  quality,  why  not  a  corresponding  difference  in  price  ? 
The  reply  was,  that  the  buyer  could  see  the  difference,  but  could  not 
make  it  because  it  would  give  offense,  ;uid  the  disaffected  individuals 
would  be  in  his  kair.  Indeed,  individup.ls  have  been  known  to  in- 
dulge a  life-long  dissatisfaction  towards  the  Imyer  because  he  (1(^- 
(tlined  to  ]>ay  tlie  same  price  for  inferior  Initter  tliat  he  did  for  tliat 
which  \\'i\'^Ji)ic. 

The  following  dialogue  lias,  in  siibstance,  taken  place  in  mmier- 
ous  instances: 

Mrs.  I),  asks  the  ])uyer  why  he  cannot  give  as  nmch  for  /ler  but- 
ter as  for  that  of  Mrs.  A.  'i  The  answer  is  that  there  is  a  difference 
in  qaaUty.  Mrs.  D.  Jisks  in  great  earnestness,  is  not  my  ])utter  as 
good  as  that  of  Mrs.  A.?  The  buyer  answers  (rather  crest-fallen,) 
well,  ha — rdly.  Mrs.  1).  then  says,  you  need  not  be  troul)led  with 
my  butter  any  more. 

It  will  readily  l)e  seen  that  this  state  of  things  would  oj^erate  to 
discourage  efforts  for  the  prodiiction  of  w  fne  article. 

For  the  last  few  years  the  article  lias  been  graduated  in  ]u-ice, 
essentially  by  its  merit.  One  important  instrumentality  in  produ(^- 
inji'  this  result,  has  been  the  critical  analysis  to  which  the  article  has 
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been  snl)je('tc(l  in  the  mni'ket  wlicre  commercial  favor  is  unknown. 
Another  has  l)een  the  competition  among  Lnyers,  where  such  avast 
amount  has  heen  produced,  which  is  constantly  seeking  sale  in  the 
village  of  Cortland. 

I  would  say  that  a  few  days  since  I  called  on  a  l)uyor  of  that  vil- 
lage, when  I  found  him  surrounded  l)y  a  crowd  of  firkins  and  tubs, 
when  he  said  that  the  reception  of  this  amount  had  been  the  work 
of  that  day — amounting  to  about  $2,000 — and  he  had  been  alone. 
He,  moreover,  said  that  in  the  sixteen,  or  rather  fourteen  days,  of 
this  month  of  December,  his  partner  and  he  had  purchased  l)utter 
to  the  amount  of  about  $20,000.  And  there  has  been  a  rusk  upon 
other  l)uyers  to  an  equal  extent,  more  or  less. 

But  I  was  writing  about  Virgil.  Well,  the  matters  and  circum- 
stan(;es  here  set  forth  have  been  conmion  to  this  region,  and  partici- 
pated in  equally  l)y  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town.  For  a  few  years 
the  production  of  cheese  has  occupied  the  attention  of  a  portion  of 
our  population.  The  success  attending  the  efforts  made  in  this  di- 
rection has  been  of  slow  growth,  owing  to  the  various  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  standing  in  the  way.  These  have  been  mostly  over- 
come, and  during  the  few  late  years  great  improvement  has  been 
made,  and  now  the  "  Virgil  Cheese  Factory  Association "  stands 
strong  in  the  confidence  of  the  people.  And  the  product  of  the 
past  season,  owing  to  its  very  fine  quality,  has  been  sold  at  high 
figures — the  last  sale  having  been  made  at  14|  cents  per  pound. 
For  further  information  your  readers  will  please  wait  for  the  annual 
report  of  the  Association. 

I  have  hitherto  written  nothing  of  the  production  oi  fmit.  The 
remarks  on  this  l)ranch  of  our  sul)ject  must  be  confined  mostly  to 
apples  and  pears,  as  the  climate  is  not  favorable  to  the  production  of 
peaches.  It  is  said,  however,  that  gra^yes  may  1)0  successfully  cul- 
tivated l)y  those  who  have  the  requisite  skill  in  this  branch  of  horti- 
culture. There  are  several  orchards  of  considerable  extent,  which 
have  produced  a  sufficient  amount  of  apples  for  home  consumption, 
and  often  consideral)le  to  be  spared  for  export.  In  one  instance  a 
single  orchard  produced,  in  one  season — that  of  1858 — so  many, 
that  tim  hundred  barrels  were  exported,  besides  supplying  a  lively 
home  demand.  Some  pears  have  l)een  exported ;  the  amount,  how- 
ever, has  l)een  small. 
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NrM15KilV. 

AS  the  writer  of  tliese  artieks  has  dwelt  somewhat  fully  on  the 
productions  of  our  Town,  in  the  line  of  aijriculture,  iiorti- 
culture  uTul  the  dairy,  it  will  he  appropriate  to  deal  in  this  number 
with  the  t'Utei'prise  of  the  jxm.jjIc  in  pi-onmtin^'  theii'  social  and  moral 
well-l)ein<i'. 

It  is  understood,  of  course,  tiiat  the  })ractiee  of  intemperance  pre- 
vailed here  in  common  witli  other  Towns,  and  the  country  generally. 
To  illnstrate  the  low  state  of  pnl»lic  sentiment  on  this  subject,  I  will 
allude  to  a  fact  which  occurred  under  my  own  obsei'vation.  1  was 
present  at  a  prayer  and  conference  meeting,  one  evening,  some  miles 
fi"om  my  residence,  when,  after  a  while,  a  professor  of  religion  liv- 
ing in  the  vicinity,  came  in  and  participated  in  the  exercises.  To- 
wards the  close,  the  exercises  took  the  form  of  free  conversation  and 
individual  experiences.  The  indi\idual  alluded  to  stated  that  lie 
did  not  enjoy  his  mind  very  well,  having  had  a  "falling  out''  witii 
one  of  his  brethren  that  afternoon.  The  fact  was  that  each  owned 
a  distillery  in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  they  coidd  not  run  har- 
moniously in  such  proximity.  The  circumstance  produced  no  gi-eat 
sensatioji.  At  present  such  a  state  of  tilings  cannot  exist.  Public 
sentiment,  low  as  it  is,  wonld  frown  down  such  procedures.  The 
subject  of  temperance  to(»k  tangible  shape  on  the  -1-th  of  duly.  LSi^l), 
when,  after  a  veiy  apj)ropriate  temperaiu-e  addre-^s  by  Michael 
Fi'aid<,  a  young  man  of  the  vicinity,  ''The  Virgil  Temperance  So- 
ciety'^ was  formed  of  twenty-one  niend)ers,  mostly  young  men,  who 
subscribed  to  the  ccmstitution  and  ])ledge.  The  pledge  only  re<iuir- 
e<l  tlie  members  to  abstjun  from  di-inking  distilled  liquor.  As  tame 
as  was  this  pledge,  it  caused  great  excitement,  and  objections  were 
raised  that  would  not  now  be  thought  of,  or  cherished  for  a  moment, 
even  bv  those  who  are  life-long  opponents  of  the  cause.  Tavo  very 
common  oltjections,  long  since  obsolete.  Mere  tiiese:  First — what 
shall  we  do  with  all  the  rye  an<l  corn  (  That  is,  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  the  cause.  Most  of  us  would  know,  at  this  late  day,  what 
to  do  with  these  productions.  Second — the  success  of  this  cause  in- 
volves tlu'  union  of  Chnrcli  and  State.  Much  (dfort  of  temperance 
speakers  was  expended  on  these  two  objections.  Time  and  the 
progress  of  things  have  obviated  these  long  since. 
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At)()nt  tlie  time  of  the  orgaiiizMtioii  of  this  Society,  it  was  remark- 
ed that  there  were  in  the  Town,  six  distilleries,  and  only  one  skele- 
ton of  a  church  edilice.  In  a  few  years  it  was  said  tliat  there  were 
no  distilleries  and  tln-ee  clun'ch  buildings.  Now  it  may  be  said  that 
we  liave  no  distilleries  and  eleven  cliurcli  huildings  on  the  same  ter- 
ritory. 

Owing  to  that  characteristic  of  tlie  Town  set  forth  in  a  previous, 
number,  tlie  area  is  distributed  in  separate  eonnnunities,  consequent- 
ly several  of  these  buildings  are  moderate  in  size  and  pi-etension. 
They  are,  however,  such  as  furnish  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
neighborhoods  and  comnnmities  where  they  are  located.  Here  the 
lovers  of  God  and  his  cause  may  assemble,  worship  liim  according 
to  the  dictates  <^f  their  own  consciences,  and  "  sit  togetlier  in  heav- 
enly places  in  Christ  Jesus."  It  may,  however,  l)e  justly  claimed, 
that  several  of  them  are  respectal)le  in  size,  and  tiuislied  in  a  manner 
creditable  to  the  liberfdity  and  taste  of  the  respective  societies  to 
whicli  tliey  belong. 

Now  the  people  of  our  Town  have  the  assurance  to  look  upon 
these  undeniable  facts  as  indicative  of  their  tidelity  to  strong 
moral  principle,  and  their  persevering  energy  directed  to  securing 
tliese  desiraljle  results. 


NUMBER  VI. 

XN  place  of  my  ordinary  weekly  letter  I  give  the  report  of  the 
ti-nstees  of  the  Virgil  Cheese  Factory  Association,  for  the  year 
1873,  received,  adopted  and  pul)lished  by  vote  of  the  Association. 

Heport. 
The  trustees  of  the  Virgil  Cheese  Factory  Association  congratu- 
late the  stockholders  and  patrons,  in  view  of  the  success  attending 
the  workings  of  the  same,  for  the  season  of  1873,  of  about  five 
months,  commencing  May  l^tli,  and  ending  October  11-th. 

This  success  is  very  nmch  owing  to  tlic  eminent  skill  of  the  man- 
ufacturer, Mr.  E.  D.  Harris,  in  producing  aii  article  of  superior 
quality,  and  also  to  his  vigilance  and  tidelity  in  caring  for  and  pre- 
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serving  tlic  cliccsc  wliile  insituriiifi-,  and  until  sold  nnd  romovod.  Tlio 
iignrcs  and  statcnicnts  below  will  aldindantly  vindicate  the  eorrect- 
ness  of  onr  introductory  remarks. 

LBS. 

Milk  l)rono-lit  to  factory  in  May, 44,575 

Milk  hrouii'lit  to  factory  in  June, ir)0,S5r) 

Milk  l)n>n"i;lit  to  fiictory  in  Jnly, 185,043 

Milk  l)r(mglit  to  factory  in  Ani;-ust, 101,888 

Milk  l)roni;'lit  to  factory  in  Septendier, 11:5,025 

Milk  brono-lit  to  factory  in  October, 82,017 

Total, r)S)7,404 

First  sale  of  clieese,  May  and  June,  including;  that 
sold  to  patrons  and  others  in  small  (juantities,  as  was 
done  in  every  sale  afterwards,  made  20,062  lbs.  at 

121c., $2,507  75 

Second  sale,  July,  17,863,  l])s.  at  12fc., 2,277  52 

Third  sale,  August,  16,122  1])S.  at  13^c., 2,136  16     ' 

Fourth  sale,  Sept.  and  Oct.,  14,908  lbs.  at  14^c.,.  .  .    2,105  75 

Total, $9,027   18 

Paid  Harris  Ic.  per  ])OTnid, $689  55     - 

Due  st()ckli(dders  Ic.  per  pound, 689  55 

$1,379  10 

Leaving  to  be  divided  among  patrons, $7,()48  08 

The  numl)er  of  cheeses  made  during  the  several  months  are  as 
follows : 

May, 73 

June, 277 

July, , .  300 

August, 252 

Sept(;ml)er, 182 

( )ctober, 57 

Total, 1,141 

Total  numl)er  of  pounds  manufactured, 68,955 

Average  weight  of  cheese, 60.4 

Due  stockholders  as  above, $689  55 

Expenses,  iindings,  taxes,  etc., 539  55 

To  l)e  divided  among  thirty  shares  $5  each, 150  00 
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The  de'uts  heretofore  resting  upon  the  Association  are  all  pro- 
vided for,  and  the  prospect  for  success  hereafter  is  promising.  In 
tlie  Spring  of  1872  the  hope  for  success  was  slender,  and  only  through 
the  perseverance  of  comparatively  few  patrons,  and  the  skill  and 
constancy  of  the  manufacturer,  has  success  been  achieved.  And  it 
is  due  to  the  purchasers  to  say  that  they  exhibited  nmch  skill  and 
discrimination  in  appreciating  the  merit  of  a  fine  article,  thus  en- 
al)ling  tlie  patrons  to  realize  an  advanced  price  in  the  several  sales 
which  have  been  made. 

Nathan  Bouton,     ') 
George  Tyler,         '  Trustees. 

RUFUS  E.   HOLTON,    ) 


NUMBER  VII. 

HAVING  dwelt  in  a  previous  number,  somewhat  at  length, 
upon  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  temperance  interest  in 
our  ToM'n,  also  upon  the  building  of  churches,  their  number  and  the 
vital  interests  clustering  around  them,  it  will  not  be  considered  for- 
eign from  our  design  to  spend  a  number  upon  the  l)urial  of  the  dead, 
which  is  an  inevitable  duty  of  every  generation  of  our  mortal  race. 
When  the  settlement  of  tlie  Town  commenced,  the  fulfillment  of 
the  primitive  sentence  pronounced  upon  man  after  the  fall,  "  Dust 
thou  art  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return,"  was  visited  upon  its  in- 
habitants. The  first  to  pay  tlie  debt  of  nature  was  a  stranger,  who, 
attempting  to  go  from  a  point  near  the  Cayuga  Lake,  on  the  State 
road,  so  called,  to  Chaplin's  on  the  Tiouglmioga  river,  lost  his  way 
and  perished.  He  was  found  soon  after  and  Ijuried  by  the  few  people 
of  tlie  Town,  in  a  manner  as  respectable  and  appropriate  as  practi- 
cable. He  was  buried  near  where  he  was  found.  Only  a  few  fam- 
ilies at  this  time  (1798)  resided  in  the  Town,  which  extended  over  ten 
miles  of  territory.  There  was  no  public  ])urying  ground,  and  it  was 
not  possi])le  to  know  where  it  would  be  located.  It  was  ten  to 
twelve  years  afterward  that  a  public  burying  ground  was  commenced 
near  the  intersection  of  roads,  afterwards  called  the  "  Corners,"  and 
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recently  tlie  "  YillMi^o. "  FMinilios  Iniriod  tlioir  (load  on  thoir  (nni 
premises,  and  others,  strangers  and  transient  })ersons  were  jiermitted 
to  be  laid  in  these  family  gronnds.  Ultimatel}-,  it  came  to  pass  that 
one  or  more  of  these  gronnds  came  t(»  be  considered  ^??//^/vV-,  in  a  snb- 
ordinate  sense.  There  was  a  large  nnmber  of  these  which  (continued 
in  nse  after  the  public  ground  was  opened,  as  before  described,  It 
turned  out  that  its  locality  was  not  generally-  satisfactory,  and  within 
a  few  years  a  place  has  been  secured  for  a  Cemetery,  on  lands  for- 
merly owned  by  Hon.  J.  Reynolds,  and  where  he  had  l)uried  his  dead. 
A  Cemetery  Asssociation  or  organization,  was  formed  according  to 
the  law  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  Additions  have  been 
made  since  the  first  purchase,  and  it  now  consists  of  about  six  acres 
with  more  suitable  ground  contiguous,  whicli  can  be  accjuired  when 
it  shall  be  needed.  And  it  may  be  said  tluit  whether  villages  pros- 
per, railroads  succeed,  or  any  other  temporal  interest  shall  be  ad- 
vanced, this  "  city  of  the  dead  "  will  spread  abroad  on  the  right  and 
on  the  left.  Whether  commerce,  agriculture  or  any  othi-r  occupa- 
tion of  men  prosper  or  not,  the  current  of  mortality  will  constantly 
sweep,  like  an  over-Howing  stream,  the  chihh-en  of  men  into  tlie 
"hollow  gaping  tomb,''  and  "  tlic  mourners  go  iibout  the  streets. " 
Soon  these  mourners  will  fall  victims  to  the  king  of  terrors,  and 
tJisir  remains  will  l)e  laid  to  rest  in  the  insatiate  grave,  and  other 
mourners  will  lament  and  grieve;  and  so  in  constant  succession,  as 
saith  the  scripture,  "  One  generation  ]iasseth  away  and  another  gen- 
eration cometh." 

The  cemetery  referred  to  is  not  in  a  romantic  jdacc,  sucli  as  is 
frequently  cliosen  for  the  final  resting  place  for  the  dead,  though  in 
i)ortions  it  is  gently  undulated,  easy  of  access  and  very  neat,  c(mi- 
modious  and  respectabh'  in  appearance,  an<l  very  credittdile  to  the 
piety,  intelligence  and  refinement  of  the  people  of  the  Town,  and 
all  interested  as  liaving  relatives  here  entoml)ed.  Here  are  more 
than  thirty  monuments  of  very  respectable  ai)pearance,  belonging  to 
the  families  of  the  Town,  and  others,  varying  in  cost  from  one  hun- 
dred to  three  hun(h-ed  dollars.  As  has  been  remarked,  it  was  a  long 
time  before  the  p\d»lic  mind  l)ecame  thoroughly  united  on  this  local- 
ity, during  which,  other  and  smaller  grounds  wer(%  of  necessity,  be- 
ing filled  up.  Recently,  it  has  l)een  the  case,  that  families  have 
been  collecting  tlie  remains  of  friends  from  tliosc  scattered  localities 
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wliere  tliej  had  l»ccn  interred,  and  depositing-  them  together  in  a 
family  plate,  here  procured  for  that  purpose.  This  process  is  (con- 
stantly going  on,  and  this  central  and  principal  cemetery  is  absorb- 
ing; the  contents  of  those  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  Town. 
Here  is  the  place  where  persons  of  a  contemplative  state  of  mind 
may  pass  through  and  read  the  inscriptions  and  epita])hs  on  monu- 
ments erected  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  cherished  friends,  and 
be  admonished  to  prepare  for  a  like  event  to  themselves.  This  may 
1  >e  accounted  like  going  to  the  house  of  mourning,  concerning  which 
the  scripture  saitli,  "  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning 
than  to  go  to  the  house  of  feasting ;  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  men, 
and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart. " 


NUMBER  Vm. 

THE  subject  of  Agriculture,  or  cultivation  of  the  earth,  has  al- 
ways l>een  considered  inchspensible  to  the  proper  sustenance 
and  development  of  our  race.  In  agreement  with  this  proposition, 
it  is  said  in  the  Scripture  that  "the  king  himself  is  served  l>y  the 
held,"  It  is  also  indispensable  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of 
a  community,  that  the  several  branches  of  industries,  or  trades,  be 
prosecuted  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all,  and  no  one  occupation  can 
well  prosper  without  the  co-operation  of  a  great  share  of  the  occu- 
pations in  which  the  respective  individuals  of  a  successful  connnuni- 
ty  are  employed.  Hence,  if  one  of  the  many  different  employments 
is  successful  in  a  community,  others  must  be  comparatively  success- 
ful also.  So  that  there  is  a  mutual  connection  and  dependence  of 
the  several  callings  or  occupations  pursued  by  its  members.  There 
are,  however,  particular  localities  where  one  kind  of  manufacture 
will  take  the  lead,  owing  to  the  different  circumstances  and  facilities 
which  are  there  prevalent. 

In  our  Town  circumstances  indicate  clearly  that  the  occnipation  of 
agriculture,  and  other  employments  closely  connected  with  it,  should 
employ  the  energies  of  the  great  inajority  of  the  people.     It  has  been 
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a  proMcin  with  the  tlioii«;htful  and  saiijacioiis,  licnv  tlie  oiioruv,  in 
dispensable  to  the  success  of  tliis  calliniji;,  could  best  he  developed. 
Much  information  was  necess:irv  to  <ii;uide,  judiciously,  this  enerii^y 
when  hronij:;ht  out,  that  the  best  results  miolit  ]>c  realized.  Tlie 
principle  of  the  proverb,  that  "Iron  sharpeneth  iron;  so  a  man 
sharpenetii  the  countenance  <>i  his  friend,"  was  tinally  adopted,  and 
Agricultural  Societies  were  formed  for  mutual  encouragement  and 
information.  In  this  county  of  Cortland  an  Agricultural  Society 
was  earlv  formed,  and  has  continued  witli  varied  success  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Some  individuals  fiMui  this  Town  attended  its  Fairs  with 
protit,  but  the  distance  was  such  that  few  only  could  l»e  induced  to 
attend.  It  occurred  to  a  few  minds  that  it  might  be  prai-ticable  to  hold 
a  Fair  to  this  Town,  thus  bringing  the  benefits  of  tlie  institution 
home  to  the  people  here.  It  is  said,  I  believe,  with  truth,  that  the 
two  Lincolns,  Theron  and  Wait,  were  the  originators  of  this  plan. 
When  spoken  of,  it  very  soon  awakened  a  great  and  pj-evailing  in- 
terest on  the  snltject,  which  residt(Hl  in  the  foi'mation  of  the  Virgil 
Ai2;ricultural  Society  early  in  1854.  The  members  were  generally 
inexperienced  in  the  matter,  and  other  embarrassments  tended  to  re- 
tard operati<ms,  but  the  adage,  "  Where  there  is  a  will  there  is  ;i 
way  "  proved  true,  and  though  it  was  a  season  of  droutli,  a  success- 
ful Fair  was  held,  and  several  agricultural  men  from  other  t»»wns 
came  to  wonder  and  admire.  The  Fair  was  a  success.  The  un- 
quenchable ardor  and  indomitable  enthusiasm  of  a  large  poition  (»f 
the  people  prevailed,  and  (n'edita)>le  Fairs  were  lield  till  18();>,  mak- 
ing the  nmnbor  of  t(m  Annual  Ffui-s. 

After  two  or  three  years  it  was  thought  best  to  procure  a  piece 
of  ground  where  they  might  be  held  in  siu'cessive  years  witli  con- 
venience and  security.  A  very  suital)le  locality  was  secured  on  a 
lease  of  years,  to  the  amount  of  four  acres,  in  a  scpiare  form,  and 
surrounded  with  a  substantial  fence  of  boards  set  upright,  and  eight 
to  ten  feet  high,  and  a  building  of  unassuming  pretension  reared  in 
the  centre  for  a  "  Floral  Hall. ""  At  first  it  was  impossible  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  funds  from  membership  and  other  sources,  to  pay  the 
premiums.  At  length  it  was  proposed  that  we  proceed  to  make  a 
large  cheese,  t(»  awaken  more  intei-est  in  attemlance  u])on  our  exhi- 
bitions. A  cheese  was  made  and  pi'cssed  in  a  cider  mill,  in  a  hoop 
supported  by  the  tire  of  a  wagon  wheel,  and  Jiftei'wards  tui-ned  l)y  a 
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macliine  of  mgenious  contrivance,  and  presented  at  the  Fair.  The 
mterest  to  see  the  cheese  was  great,  and  tlie  prendnnis  of  that  Fan- 
were  fully  paid. 

After  the  cheese  l>ecanie  mature  it  was  divided  among  those  who 
had  furnished  the  curd,  and  the  aggregate  wait  was  more  than  five 
hundred  pounds.  The  example  and  success  of  our  Fairs  awakened 
an  interest  in  otlier  towns  around ;  and  other  societies  were  formed 
wliich  had  tlie  eifect  to  draw  from  the  interest  of  this,  and  owing 
to  this  fact,  and  also  to  that  of  a  constant  current  of  opposition 
raised  by  certain  indi\*iduals,  who  kept  up  a  constant  clamor  against 
it,  charging  the  acbninisti'atiou  with  favoritism,  etc. ;  and  it  having 
had  the  desired  effect  of  awakenening  an  all-controlling  and  widely 
extended  spirit  of  vigilance  and  enterprise  on  the  subject  of  agricul- 
ture and  kindred  employments,  it  was  thought  best,  on  general  con- 
sultation, to  disband  and  profit  ])y  wliat  we  had  learned,  and  l)y  what 
we  might  yet  learn  from  otlier  Fairs  held  near  us. 

Of  those  who  lield  the  officre  of  President,  the  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: N.  Bouton,  S.  G.  Jones,  Josephus  Gee,  C.  A.  Hotchkiss,  J. 
G.  Tyler,  Martin  Luce  and  Wait  Lincoln. 

Tlie  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  held  successively  the 
otHces  of  Secretary:  S.  G.  Jones,  C.  B.  Gleason,  W.  A.  Wood, 
Orrin  C.  Dann  and  A.  Mahan,  all  of  whom  performed  the  duties  of 
tlieir  otiices  with  ability  and  fidelity. 

It  will  not  be  proper  to  close  this  article  without  a  tri])ute  to  the 
ladies,  wlio  were  constant  in  their  aid,  rendered  with  much  skill, 
fidelity  and  zeal,  througli  the  whole  existence  of  the  Society. 


NUMBER  IX. 

IT  seems  to  your  correspondent  that  it  may  be  in  order,  at  pres- 
ent, to  give  some  evidences  of  the  enterprise  of  our  inhabitants 
in  the  direction  of  roads  and  means  of  transportation.  The  time 
was,  in  the  memory  of  the  writer,  when  all  transportation  between 
this  Town  and  the  Hudson  river,  or  New  York,  was  by  wagons. 
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ToamB  wero  (Hspatchod  \\\\\\  produce  for  Albany,  No\v])iirij;  or  Cat- 
skill,  and  rotunicd  witli  nu'rciiaiidise.  Soinc  wore  loaded  with  Imt- 
ter,  and  made  tlieir  way  direet  to  New  York,  and  would  he  li^ono 
three  or  four  weeks  and  return  freighted  with  family  supplies  for 
the  year.  An  effort  was  early  made  to  get  a  Turnj)ike  Company 
ehartered  from  Norwieh  or  Oxford  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  or  to  Itha- 
aca,  as  it  has  since  been  named.  This  project,  however,  failed,  to  the 
great  gratification  of  the  petitioners,  as  they  afterwards  saw  that  it 
was  impracticable.  Partial  relief  soon  came  on  the  completion  of  the 
Grand  Canal.  Much  expense  has  been  sustained  in  the  Town  in 
the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges.  The  Tioughnioga  passing 
through  the  east  part  of  the  Town,  recpiired  an  expensive  bridge, 
which,  at  the  early  day  in  which  it  was  built  pressed  heavily  upon 
the  people;  also  other  bridges  over  rapid  streams  which  were  fre- 
quently carried  away  \vath  high  water,  and  had  to  he  replaced  with 
others,  which  were  promptly  built  with  the  recent  improvements 
embraced.  Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  Grand  Canal,  the  sub- 
ject of  Railroads  began  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  people.  Such 
roads  were  constructed  in  England,  and  short  pieces  were  lanlt  in 
this  country — jiarticularly  one  between  Schenectady  ;ind  Albany,  of 
a])out  fifteen  miles. 

The  Grand  Can;d  traversed  the  north  j)art  of  our  State,  and  was 
a  State  work.  It  was  felt  by  all  impartial  minds  that  equity  re- 
puired  that  something  should  be  done  for  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 
ties, or  as  they  were  sometimes  termed,  "  the  secluded  coimties. " 
AVhnt  it  should  be  was  not  so  readily  seen.  It  was  very  certain  that 
it  could  not  be  a  Cavdl.  The  face  of  the  country  rendered  it  im- 
])racti("d)le.  It  occurred  to  a  citizen  of  this  Town  that  a  railroad 
might  l)e  constructed  from  New  York  to  a  p(»int  on  Lake  Erie.  So 
much  w;is  his  mind  impressed  with  the  feasibility  of  this  plan, 
that  he  took  a  journey  to  New  York  and  examined  tlu^  route  for  a 
railroad  from  that  place  to  Binghamton,  and  returned  with  tiie  firm 
impression  that  the  route  so  far  was  pacticable.  Ho  had  previously 
become  acquainted  M'ith  the  route  from  Binghamton  to  Tioga  Point, 
(now  Elmira)  antl  was  satisfied  with  it. 

Having  a  son  wishing  to  move  to  Cattaraugus  county,  he  took  an 
ox-team  and  a  load  of  goods  and  went  along  and  near  so  much  of 
his  contem]>lated  route  as  lay  between  his  I'csidence  and   Hinsdale, 
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of  tlio  ah<n'c  named  c•onnt3^  He  thus  had  an  abundant  opportunity 
to  examine  and  locate  a  route  so  far.  He  proceeded  t<»  inquire  and 
inform  himself  respecting-  tlie  territory  intervening  between  that 
place  and  Dunkirk,  on  Lake  Erie,  where  he  proposed  that  the  road 
should  terminate.  He  returned  firmly  assured  of  tlie  pi»acticability 
of  the  whole  route. 

The  next  work  in  order  was  to  present  this  plan  to  the  public.  It 
was  important  that  it  1)0  done  with  much  care  and  propriety.  Hav- 
ing been  reared  in  the  years  just  following  the  Revolution,  when 
schools  were  poor,  he  could  not  wield  the  "  pen  of  a  ready  writer. " 
He  invited  his  son,  tlie  writer  of  these  articles,  to  aid  him  in  this 
work.  He  gave  the  data,  and  by  our  labor  for  a  week  or  two,  in 
writing,  erasing,  sul)stituting  and  altering,  a  piece  was  written  em- 
Iwdying  the  plan  in  sucli  language  that  we  thouglit  it  would  do  to 
be  printed.  Every  idea  was  closely  scanned ;  every  sentence  and 
every  word  thoroughly  weighed.  We  well  understxx)d  that  the 
wliole  matter  would  be  looked  upon  as  impracticable  and  visionary. 
This,  liowever,  had  not  tlie  least  effect  to  shake  the  confiden(;e  of  the 
projector.  He  secured  the  publication  of  the  article  in  the  Cortland 
Ohserver,  a  paper  publislied  in  Homer,  in  this  county  of  Cortland. 
A  few  extras  were  procured.  One  of  them  was  taken  txs  Angelica, 
in  AUeglumy  county,  and  this  article  was  copied  l)y  the  paper  of 
tliat  village.  An  effort  was  made  to  get  the  plan  pul^lished  in  the 
Journal  of  Comm^irce^  of  New  York,  but  failed. 

Soon,  however,  the  project  became  known,  and  the  people  inter- 
ested became  aroused  to  tlie  importance  of  the  subject.  Conventions 
were  held,  and  though  the  work  was  slow,  having  innumerable  ob- 
stacles to  overcome,  yet  it  was  accomplished,  and  the  New  York  and 
Erie  railroad  is  a  living  reality.  This  is  the  great  Trunk  Line,  and 
the  writer  cannot  pretend  to  say  how  many  branch  lines  are  depend- 
ent on  this  for  their  existence. 

The  article  referred  to  was  publislied  in  February,  1828,  forty-six 
years  since.  The  projector  lived  so  long  that  in  his  life  time  the 
road  was  completed  to  Binghamton,  and  while  in  his  last  sickness, 
and  within  a  few  days  of  his  death  the  cannons  were  booming,  and 
rejoicings  were  had  over  the  event,  in  tlie  latter  part  of  1846,  nearly 
nineteen  years  after  the  publication  of  the  plan.  The  writer  of 
these  articles  is  not  very  nervous,  ])ut  when  in  Binghamton,  stand- 
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inji;  near  tlie  convergence  of  the  several  roads  tliat  cotne  in  there,  he 
sees  the  acres  of  tracks  and  hears  the  whistles  oi  the  numerous  trains 
as  tliey  come  in  and  go  out  with  the  numerous  labels  indicating  the 
extreme  points  connected  by  them,  and  reflects  on  the  obscure  and 
feeble  origin  of  all  this  as  no  other  living  person  can  reflect,  he  must 
acknowledge  liis  sensibilities  to  be  deeply  stirred  with  the  scene. 


NUMBER  X. 

IT  has  been  the  intention  of  the  writer  of  these  articles  to  close  up 
each  subject  dwelt  upon,  in  one  number.  It  has  l)een  felt, 
however,  b}-  myself,  at  least,  that  some  of  the  numbers  have  been 
longer  than  would  be  desirable,  and  it  was  found  that  the  last  num- 
ber would  be  much  too  long  if  the  subjcntt  were  to  be  closed  up  in 
it,  so  another  is  devoted  to  it. 
*  The  enterprise  of  the  people  here  was  put  to  a  very  signiticaTir 
test  when  tlie  proposition  for  the  construction  of  the  Syracuse  <fe 
Binghamton  road  was  made.  Though  it  was  to  pass  only  through  one 
corner  of  the  Town,  the  call  was  responded  to  by  the  payment  of 
^11,100  to  its  stock,  as  I  learned  upon  inquiry  of  the  lamented  David 
Hale.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  whole  amount  was  lost  by  those 
m4io  paid  it.  This  sum  was  paid  with  the  shMider  hope  of  advantage 
that  could  be  entertaine<l  iiudcr  the  ciri-iuiistanccs,  wliile  otlicr  towns 
had  the  road  passing  through  tlieni  centi'ally,  where  the  people  paid 
notliing.  Witliin  a  few  yeai's,  those  residing  in  the  west  part  have 
l)eeTi  called  on,  very  urgently,  to  aid  in  tlie  construction  of  the 
Southern  Central,  passing  through  the  hither  part  of  Diyden,  and 
considerable  sums  have  l)een  paid  for  that  road.  Both  these  roads 
have  been  (tarried  through,  but  neither  of  them  has  a  station  nearer 
our  village  tiian  six  miles,  so  that  the  advantages  of  such  roads  are 
not  brought  very  near  to  us.  There  is,  however,  one  c«msideration 
left  for  us  that  is  rather  gratifying,  which  is,  that  our  Town  is  not 
bonded  for  railroads  nor  any  other  great  ol)ject.  Qui-  Town  issued 
bonds  ft»r  the  payment  of  bountii  s  in  tlie  time  of  the  late  civil  war, 
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wliic'li  wore  felt  to  l»e  an  embarrassment  while  they  remained,  and 
an  evide)it  feeling  of  relief  prevailed  when  the  last  of  these  were 
redeemed  ;  and  they  were  bronght  together  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Auditing  Board,  and  one  of  the  Justices  asked  alond,  if  any  one  had 
any  objection  to  offer  why  they  shonld  not  be  destroyed  ?  No  one 
raised  ai\y  ol)jection,  and  tliey  were  all  placed  in  the  stove,  and 
every  one  seemed  to  breathe  easier. 

Much  has  been  done  here  in  the  constrnction  and  support  of  com- 
mon roads  and  l)ridges.  More,  probably,  than  in  most  other  towns 
around,  in  proportion  to  space  and  population.  The  alteration  of 
the  State  Road,  so  called,  so  as  to  take  most  of  the  travel  from 
Snider  Hill,  so  called,  through  Gridley  Hollow,  has  caused  a  great 
expense,  espectially  to  the  people  in  the  vicinity,  and  also  to  the 
Town  at  large  ;  yet  as  this  road  is  so  located  as  to  avoid  most  of  the 
hills  which  abound  in  this  portion  of  the  Town,  it  has  l)een  adhered 
to,  and  the  considerable  expense  involved  in  sustaining  ])ridges,  etc., 
has  been  borne  with  as  much  quietude  and  resignation  as  could  be 
reasonably  expected.  We  now  assume  tliat  the  credit  of  our  people, 
for  entei-prise  on  the  subject  of  the  different  classes  of  roads  and 
bridges,  should  raidv  as  higji  as  that  of  any  other  town  in  this  vicin- 
ity, or  anywhere  else. 


NUMBER  XL 

IT  would  seem  that  the  subject  of  education  should  be  considered 
of  importance  enough  to  claim,  at  least,  one  letter  in  this  series. 
And  that  may,  perhaps,  come  in  as  well  at  this  time  as  any  other. 

It  was  much  to  the  credit  of  the  people  here,  that  they  considered 
the  subject  of  education  to  theii"  children,  of  such  importanoe,  that 
they  associated  together,  in  the  separate  neighborhoods,  and  erected 
their  rude  school-houses.  It  will  bo  understood  that  the  School 
Law  had  not  then  been  enacted,  and  there  was  no  organization  of 
school  districts  ;  Ijut  a  few  neighbors  would  voluntarily  associate  to 
concert  means  for  the  advancement  of  this  vital  ol)ject.  As  early  as 
1798  a  school  house  was  erected  in  the  west  part  of  the  Town,  near 


2'2  SUI'I'LKMKNTAIi'Y   LETT E UK 

the  ])ros('nt  ivsidcnco  of  Afiron  Ilutcliinijs.  Tliis  hnildiiii:-  -\v:is  <>c- 
(•ii])it'(l  for  a  few  tcrins,  when  a  colleetiun  of  yomiii;  peojtlc  was  lia<l, 
aiid  they  <>ccii]tie(l  it  tor  their  exercises,  and  it  was  hui'iied  down  in 
eonse(jn(>nc.e.  One  of  the  mnnher  is  still  living-  at  an  advanecHJ  ai;'e. 
His  name  is  Seth  Ste\-ens.  When  tlu'  writer  conniienei'd  his  school 
days,  a  few  years  al'tei'wai-ds,  a  log'  honse,  forsaken  hy  its  (jccnpants, 
was  nsed  for  this  ])nr])ost',  and  a  man  hired  for  a  year,  g-ave  direc- 
tion t<»  tlie  yoniij;'  iilea,  wliich  was  ready  to  shoot.  This  teacher  was 
eMi]»loyc(l  l»y  a  wi'itteii  contract,  which  the  writer  has  seen  witiiin, 
comparatively,  a  few  years,  pasted  on  a  window  to  ]iel]>  siippiv  the 
place  of  a.  ])ane  of  <2;lass.  The  names  of  the  parties  were  Ico'ihlv 
written  npon  the  same. 

It  nnist  he  acknowledij;ed  that  here  is  inc(»nt rovei'tihle  e\-idenc(^  of 
the  ener<;'y  and  determination  of  those  early  settlei's,  who,  withont 
State  aid,  incnrrcd  this  consideral)le  ex])ense  for  the  promotion  of 
this  very  im})ortant  and  landahle  ohject.  Schools  were  snstained  in 
all  the  principal  neig'h])orhoods,  with  more  or  less  efficiency,  nntil 
1818,  when  the  School  Law  took  eifect,  and  school  districts  were 
orsjanized,  school  honses  Imilt,  and  order  estahlished.  Nnmerons 
districts  were  formed,  st)  that  in  al>ont  1S40  there  were  in  Town, 
districts  and  })arts  of  districts,  anionnting-  in  nnnd)er  to  fort^'  or  more. 
Soon  after  this  the  Town  was  divided;  and  now  we  hav(»  in  its  ])res- 
ent  limits  ahont  twenty  districts.  The  ad\ance(!  hraiiches  ol'  com- 
mon scliool  ('(hication  were  hrong'ht  in  l)y  slow  di'i;rees,  and  it  was  a 
lona,'  time  before  Kni;'lish  Grammar  was  tolci'ated  as  a  legitimate 
hranch  of  common  school  education. 

Academies  wci-e  few  and  of  \'cry  recent  org-anization  in  tluM-onn- 
try  g'enerally,  and  \ai"ions  (^;inses  o]»erated  to  prevent  attendance  on 
them  hy  onr  more  advanced  scholars.  To  obviate  these  difficulties, 
in  ])art,  a  lliii'h  School,  or  as  known  in  common  pai'lance,  "The 
Vii-j;'il  Litei'ai-y  Institute,"  was  ()r<;-anized  and  sustained  for  twelve 
or  more  years,  with  a  good  deijree  of  success.  At  lenuth  academies 
and  othei'  literary  institutions  ai'oniid,  have  furnished  such  facilities 
that  this  has  been  ii;iven  nji. 

Nimiei'ons  teachers  liaxc  been  I'aised  uj),  of  very  respectable  ac- 
quisitions, and  ha\('  li'one  to  dii'ferent  parts  of  our  conntry  to  enc;ai;o 
in  the  insti'\iction  of  children  and  youth  in  the  fundamental  branches; 
and  also  in  the   moi-e   advanced   studies   puivueil    in    Academies   and 
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Nontuil  ydiools.  Jt  inight  he  ('r)iusi(lere(l  iiividiouis  to  name  some 
of  tliosc  wlio  Imve  (listiiig,'uislie(l  themselves  in  tliis  depnrtment,  and 
not  to  name  otliers,  Imt  as  it  is  impracticable  to  mention  all,  m'o 
nuist  1)6  permitted  to  allude  to  some  without  intendinu;  disparage- 
ment to  any.  It  has  been  said  that  the  merit  of  success  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  dilhculties  overcome.  If  tlie  dithcnlties  in  the  way 
of  our  students  were  greater  than  those  in  many  places,  the  effort 
necessary  to  overcome  them  when  sustained,  might  lead  to  still  more 
streniKuis  exertion,  and  greater  ac(jnisitions  would  he  made.  Stu- 
dents from  liere,  nuist,  of  course,  meet  o1)stacles  and  expenses  un- 
known by  those  wlio  live  in  tlie  villages  or  cities  where  literary 
institutions  are  hx^ated.  The  expenses  incident  upon  attendance  at 
those  institutions  luiA^e  })ressed  very  heavily  upon  parents  in  our 
Town,  and  evinced  nmcli  zeal  and  generosity  in  parents,  as  they 
liave  given  from  the  fi'uits  of  tlieir  toil  for  the  sustenance  and  aid  of 
tlieir  S(ms  and  daughters  while  they  wert!  making  solid  acquisitions 
in  the  sciences  there  taught. 

Allusion  will  be  made  to  a  few  fjtcts  in  illustration  of  the  general 
truths  set  fortli  above.  Some  time  in  the  course  of  the  years  of 
1850-'54-,  a  num1)cr  of  our  scholars  were  in  attendance  upon  the 
Cortland  Academy,  then  under  superintenden(;y  of  Prof.  Wool- 
wortlh  At  a  certain  time  lie  was  attending  the  recitation  of  a  class, 
most  of  whom  had  their  residence  with  tlieir  parents  in  Homer  vil- 
lage, while  the  remainder  were  mostly  from  Virgil.  The  Homer 
scholars  answered  the  questions  but  poorly,  and  they  would  pass 
along  until  a  Virgil  scliolar  wms  readied,  when  they  would  ])e  an- 
swered. This  continued  a  while  when  the  feelings  of  tlie  preceptor 
were  aroused,  and  he  gave  vent  to  them  in  manner  and  form  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : — "  I  am  ashamed  of  you.  Here  you  have  lived  all 
your  lives  in  tliis  village,  having  convenient  access  to  the  scliool  at 
all  times,  and  here  are  scholars  coming  from  the  Virgil  hills,  bring- 
ing their  l)oard,  hiring  a  room,  and  answering  your  questions. " 

It  might  be  accounted  indelicate  in  the  writer  to  name  the  scholars 
referred  to,  as  coming  from  Virgil  and  answering  those  questions. 
I  am  told  that  some  from  our  Town  have  distinguished  themselves 
also,  in  tlie  academy  in  Cortland  village,  previous  to  the  institution 
of  the  Normal  School.  Among  these  were  Anna  Slieerar,  Orrin 
Luce   and    Mary    Lcidi.      In    the  Nornud  S<'liool,  some  from  this 
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Town  liavc  fjirafliiatcd ;  John  E.  Winslow,  Jfimos  II.  SlniltB,  W,  S. 
Spencer,  etc.,  some  of  whom  liavc  ])een  employed  in  the  same  insti- 
tution as  teachers. 

In  the  Autnnm  of  1868  there  was  what  wns  called  the  Rec^ents' 
Examination  in  the  two  Academies  of  Cortlnnd  and  Whitney's 
Point.  Questions  were  sent  to  ])e  proposed  to  the  students  in  the 
classes.  A  large  class  was  examined  in  the  Corthmd  Academy, 
under  Prof.  J.  J.  Pease.  Only  one  of  the  whole  mnnl)er  passed  in 
all  l>ranches,  and  that  was  Miss  Sarah  B.  Leech,  now  Mrs.  Louks, 
from  one  of  the  "  Virgil  hills. "  The  same  examination  was  had 
at  Whitney's  Point,  under  Prof.  E.  C.  Beach.  About  thirty  in  the 
class  and  none  of  them  received  tlie  certificate  involved,  except 
Lydia  Bloomer,  now  Mrs.  Davis,  who  like  Mrs.  Louks,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Old  Virgil.  It  seems  tliat  tbere  must  have  l>een  de- 
cided merit  in  their  acquisitions,  respectively,  or  these  schohirs  and 
thcnr  native  Town  would  not  have  had  this  distinguishing  tribute, 
while  all  other  towns  and  localities  represented  in  these  institutions 
failed  t<>  endui'e  tliis  test. 


NUMBER  XIL 

ONE  would  conclude  on  ]>erusal  of  my  last  ('Xt(Mided  letter,  that 
the  subject  of  education  in  Virgil,  liad  \)Ovn  sulKciently  set 
forth,  but  upon  reflection  and  fin-ther  consultation  with  friends,  it  is 
thought  best  to  continue  the  sul)ject  in  another  article,  with  the  de- 
sire to  do  impartial  justice  to  those  interested,  which,  it  nuist  be  con- 
ceded, is  a  delicate  and  responsible  task. 

It  seems' that  a  slight  error  obtained  in  the  last  number  in  refer- 
ence to  John  E.  Winslow,  who  was  named  as  one  who  luid  graduated 
at  the  Normal  S(*lio(»l.  It  appears  that  he  was  prevented  from 
graduating  by  ill  health,  aii<l  was  force<l  to  return  home,  where  he 
has  since  remained,  owing  to  sickness  in  the  family,  and  has  not  yet 
resumed  his  studies.  It  is  due  to  him  to  say  that  he  has  the  repu- 
tation of  a   thorouii'h  scholar,  so  far  as  his  health  and  otlier  circum- 
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Strauses  pormittod  him  to  proceed.  Otjiers  beside  tliose  named  have 
C^raduated  and  have  become  distinguished  teacliers,  among  whom  are 
George  E.  Ryan  and  Alice  Lincoln.  Some  years  since  Marvin 
llyan,  son  of  Jonatlian  Ryan,  became  a  teac^her  of  distinction,  and 
went  to  Illinois  and  engaged  in  teaching  in  an  institution  of  some 
note,  where  he  continued  for  a  time,  when  lie  was  taken  with  dis- 
ease and  returned  home.  To  the  great  grief  of  his  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, his  disease  terminated  in  death.  The  aforementioned 
George  E.  Ryan  is  a  younger  l)rother  of  the  deceased  just  referred 
to,  and  is  now  engaged  as  Principal  in  the  same  institution,  called  a 
lJni(m  or  Graded  School,  at  a  salary  of  $800,  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  scholars  enrolled.  Miss  Lincoln  has  been  engaged  as  teacher 
in  institutions  of  distinction  in  Dryden  and  Binghamton. 

During  the  early  years  of  our  Town's  history,  several  teachers 
Jiave  risen  among  us,  who  have  acquitted  themselves  nobly  in  their 
]>rofession.  Among  these  are  William  Hunter,  Micliael  Fi-ank,  P. 
F.  Grow,  Frederick  Hyde,  W.  E.  Gee,  George  Graham,  I.  B. 
Bloomer,  J.  S.  Squires,  John  M.  Roe,  Rachel  and  Milly  Bouton, 
Ruth  and  Minerva  Lincoln,  Charlotte  and  Jane  Palmer,  Charlotte 
Ehle,  and  otliers  too  numerous  to  mention.  A  large  number  have 
engaged  in  this  honoral)le  and  responsible  calling  in  more  rec^ent 
years,  among  whom,  owing  to  liis  want  of  acquaintance,  the  writer 
feels  that  he  is  incompetent  to  discriminate,  though  many  of  them 
are  doubtless  fully  espial  in  mei'it  and  success  to  those  in  the  list 
named. 

We  have  lived  and  progressed  under  the  different  forms  of  ad- 
ministration that  ha\e  obtained  during  the  sixty  years  since  the  en- 
actment of  the  School  Law.  We  have  had  School  Connnissioners, 
School  Inspectors,  Town  Superintendents,  County  Superintendents 
and  District  Commissioners.  All  these  officers  have  liad  resting  on 
them,  in  the  times  of  tlieir  administration,  respectively  the  respon- 
sible duty  of  examining  candidates  offering  themselves  for  teachers. 
And  even  before  the  enactment  of  the  School  Law,  a  sense  of  the 
importance  of  some  sort  of  test  appeared  necessary  to  the  sagacious, 
early  settlers,  and  they  endeavored  to  discharge  this  duty  according 
to  the  best  of  tlieir  ability.  Every  one  acquainted  with  the  spelling 
1)ook  pul)lislie<l  ai)out  the  year  1800,  l)y  Noah  Webster,  Jr.,  Esq., 
knows  th;it  at  the  close  of  a  long  chapter  of  hard  names  there  were 
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two  ^^ll(>rt  (lolniiniP  of  lon^-  iimiics  of  tivo,  six  or  moi-o  svll')l)li>s,  siu-li 
MS  Oniponi]>;inoosu(',  Caiiajoluirii',  Mi<-liilliuiaeiMac,  etc.  In  the  ex- 
ercise of  tlieir  })rerogative  and  tlieir  ])est  jndiji^ment,  they  cliose,  in 
one  instance  at  least,  tlic  lesson  containin<>::  the  aforementioned 
names,  and  directed  the  candidate  to  pronoinicc  tlieni,  wliicli  she 
did  to  the  satisfaction  of  tliose  who  condncted  tlu^  examination. 
This  occnrrcd  in  ahont  1807.  It  will  not  prol)al)ly  l)e  (H)nsidered 
im]ici"tinent  to  ixivo  her  name.  It  was  Mercy  Wright,  and  the  writer 
])articipated  in  the  l»cnetits  derived  from  her  intelligent  and  faithful 
l-diors.  If  I  were  asked  at  what  time  in  the  liistory  of  our  Town, 
the  interest  in  the  cause  of  connnon  school  e(hication  was  greatest, 
my  answei-  would  be,  that  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  time  when 
tlie  "Virgil  Literary  Institute"  was  held,  and  (hn-ing  tlie  adminis- 
tration of  lion.  II.  S.  Randall,  Oounty  Superintendent,  wliidi  were 
co-tem]>orary. 


NUMBER  XIII. 

IT  is  prohnlde  that  l)y  this  time  your  readers  are  expecting  some- 
thing hrilliant  in  the  setting  forth  of  the  names  of  distinguished 
indiviihials  of  onr  Town,  in  the  several  departments  and  aspects  in 
which  human  life  is  viewed  by  contemj)lative  observers.  Your 
readers  may  rest  assured  that  we  have  a  bright  array  of  names  to 
be  presented,  and  commendable  and  honoralde  d(M'ds  done,  before 
we  close  these  essays.  In  order  that  these  shall  shine  in  a  mamuM- 
to  give  a  just  and  ap])i"opriate  view,  the  picture  must  have  painted 
for  it  a  ])roper  background.  As  these  are  to  l)e  l)rilliant,  it  would 
seem  that  the  background  sliould  be  <J((rli\  tliat  tlie  contrast  may  be 
the  more  signifittant. 

As  early  as  the  earliest  r(M'olle('tion  of  the  oldest  inhabitant,  tlie 
practice  of  intemperance  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  has  pre- 
vailed in  Town,  and  has  produ(^ed  its  lamentsvble  effects.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  add  much  to  the  vivid  des(!riptions  of  the  nntold  evils 
of  this  ]>ra('ti(^e,  as  they  have  been  set  forth  by  the  tongue  and  pen 
of  elo(juence  which  liav(>  ])een  em])loyed  on  tliis  ])ainful  su])je('t  dur- 
ing tlie  long  years  that  havi'  passe<l  since  IS'29,  when  the   minds  of 
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tlio  pt'oplo  were  tlioroui;lily  aroused  on  this  su])ject.  Temperance 
societies  were  fornied  to  counteract  and  remove  tliis  great  evil. 
Mucli  good  has  been  done,  relief  has  been  gained,  individuals  have 
])een  reformed  and  evil  prevented.  But  the  warfare  was  an  unequal 
one.  The  friends  of  t^ie  cause  of  temperance  liad  unanswerable  ar- 
guments founded  on  moral  principle  to  present,  wliich  were  availalde 
for  a  good  purpose,  wlien  set  before  the  moral,  intelligent  and  re- 
flective portion  of  the  community.  These,  however,  wore  not 
adapted  to  effect  the  mind  of  the  seller  of  the  deleterious  article,  or 
to  make  head  against  the  craving,  insatiable  thirst  of  his  victim. 
Numerous  plans  have  been  put  in  requisition  to  save,  if  possil)le, 
tlu^se  wlio  have  l)een  drawn  into  the  net  of  the  remorseless  tyrant, 
Intemperance.  When  approached  by  a  kind  friend  in  his  sober 
)iours  it  seemed  as  tliougli  i-eformation  were  prol)al)le,  and  high  hopes 
would  be  cherislied  l>y  ardent,  hoping,  solicitous  friends.  Such 
liopes  have  proved,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  to  be  delusive,  and 
the  cherished  ol)ject  of  affection  and  anxiety  has  returned  to  liis 
cups,  and  tlie  last  state  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the  first.  It  is 
painful  to  trace  the  history  of  the  rum-sellers  of  our  town.  They 
and  their  families  have  mostly  come  to  ruin. 

We  have  not  time  nor  inclination  to  particularize.  It  would  l^e 
im]U)ssible  to  set  fortli,  witliin  the  compass  of  an  essay  of  toleralile 
length,  any  comprehensive  or  adequate  view  of  the  evils  and  suffer- 
ings involved.  IIow^  many  families  made  wretched,  hopes  blasted, 
lives  sacrificed,  and  poverty,  sliame  and  ignorance  entailed  on  inno- 
cent and  helpless  sufferers.  These  and  numberless  other  ills  go  to 
malvO  up  tlie  aggregate  of  tlie  burdens  borne  l)y  the  industrious, 
economical,  tlirifty  and  reliable  portion  of  the  comnmnity.  The 
reader  may  1  )e  induced  to  inquire :  Is  that  so  f  Has  Yh'gil  been 
subject  to  such  evils  and  l»urdens  in  consequence  of  intemperance  ? 
IIow  wouhl  the  description  given  apply  to  our  country  generally^  or 
to  other  countries,  or  to  the  world  ?  I  apprehend  that  the  descrip- 
tion given  fails  almost  entirely  of  presenting  a  true  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  lacks  irameasuraldy  in  force,  vividness  of  description  and 
pungency  of  expression  to  come  up  to  the  truth.  Indeed,  language 
fails,  words  fall  infinitely  short  of  expressing  the  woful  reality. 
Efforts  liave  been  put  forth,  taking  various  forms,  and  organized  on 
different  plans.     We  liave  had  temperance  organizations  differently 
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conj^titntcd  wliioli  coiitinno'l,  each  for  n  timo,  and  wcro  prodnctivo 
of  <i,'ood — wc  know  not  li(»w  much — as  we  cannot  know  liow  del>asc(l 
we  might  liave  l)eon,  hut  for  these  instnnientahtiop.  We  have  now 
no  tempernnce  orphan ization,  and  sliall  not  liavo  any  tliat  will  inspire 
much  confidence  while  spirits  arc  employed  in  medicine  for  the  sick, 
as  freely  as  at  present.  These  remarks  may  l)e  thought  rather  sug- 
gestive ;  but  the  writer  has  been  cognizant  of  several  very  painful 
instances  of  this  kind.  Tn  one  case  a  man  in  middle  life,  under  the 
direction  of  a  physician,  iml»ihed  so  much  that  lie  was  disguised  and 
unlit  for  the  transaction  of  financial  business.  Many  similar 
casei<  might  be  adduced,  but  I  for])ear.  There  remains  another 
branch  of  this  subject  to  be  discussed,  M'hich  nnist  wait  for  a  subse- 
quent article. 


NUMBER  XIV. 

AT  the  close  of  our  last  num])er,  it  was  announced  th:it  another 
branch  of  the  same  su])ject  remained  to  be  discussed. 
Tlie  subject  dwelt  upon  in  the  last  number  was  intemperance,  and 
its  most  efficient  auxiliary  is  the  use  of  tohacco.  The  most  of  those 
who  are  intemperate  use  this  article,  though  many  wdio  use  it  are 
not  intemperate  in  tli<e  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  This  practice  is 
extremely  prevalent,  and  is  the  cause  of  inexpressible  regret  and 
sorrow  to  every  intelligent  well-wisher  to  humankind.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  point  in  morals  where  the  puldic  mind  and  sentiment  are 
so  deploral)ly  at  fault  as  here.  Let  this  subject  be  set  forth  in  a 
sermon,  lecture  or  publico  discussion,  and  any  abserving  person  will 
(lis(tover  an  ill-concealed  snec^r,  as  though  tlu>  speaker  were  belittling 
himself.  If  in  an  ap]>ropriate  time  and  place,  a  speaker  should  in- 
troduce this  topic,  and  any  should  1)C  led  to  intimate  that  the  sub- 
ject was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  speaker,  the  place. or  the  occa- 
sion, then  it  is  beneath  any  of  us  to  inquire  for  the  cause  of  the  in- 
creased del)ility  of  the  present  generation,  with  those  that  are  past. 
Our  health  is  given  us  as  a  rich  l)lessing  to  !>(>  watched  over,  cared 
for  and  ]>reserve<l  with  tlie  utmost  vigilance.  The  effect  of  toltacco 
is  invariable  in  its  debilitating  infiuence  on  those  wlio  use  it,  and  on 
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])()stority.  This  proposition  is  amply  supported  l^y  reference  to 
medical  authorities,  as  I  am  told.  But  were  it  not  thus,  an  individ- 
ual with  only  a  moderate  share  of  discrimination  might  see  the  con- 
nection of  weakness  and  disease  in  children,  with  tliis  practice  in  their 
parents,  thus  furnishing  a  clear  illustration  of  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  "  iniquity  of  the  fathers  is  visited  upon  the  children  unto 
the  third  and  fourth  generation.  " 

It  is  melancholy  to  reflect  upon  the  numei'ous  deaths  of  individ- 
uals caused  l)y  this  practice.  The  writer  has  known  several  persons 
whose  death  could  not  by  the  greatest  ingenuity  of  evasion,  l)e  traced 
to  any  other  ca\ise  than  the  use  of  this  article.  Many  who  practice 
smoking  or  chewing  toba(^co,  seem  totally  insensible  to  the  claims 
of  courtesy  or  decency.  If  this  were  not  true,  how  shall  we  account 
for  the  fact  that  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  will  start  a,  pipe  while  sitting 
in  the  Judicial  cliair,  and  engaged  in  the  trial  of  a  cause  ?  How 
shall  Ave  judge  the  state  of  mind  of  a  pei-son  who  will  go  into  a  post 
olHce  and  engage  in  smoking  a  pipe  or  cigar  ?  All  classes  are  ex- 
pected to  call  and  get  the  intelligence  directed  to  them ;  but  all  are 
not  partial  to  the  fumes  of  the  pipe.  Nay,  it  is  an  oifense  to  many. 
How  shall  we  justify  those  men  of  business  who  will  indulge  in  this 
practice  while  negotijiting  with  those  to  whom  it  is  an  offence  ?  The 
writer  has  had  impoi-tant  business  to  transact  with  sudi,  when  they 
would  undei-take  to  use  the  English  language  with  a  cigar  or  pipe 
in  their  mouth,  reminding  one  of  a  carpenter  trying  to  talk  with  a 
gimlet  in  his  mouth.  This  pi-actice  by  many  is  reckoned  rather 
filthy. 

We  have  no  Town  Hall  to  accommodate  the  citizens  for  meeting 
to  attend  to  the  various  kinds  of  business  incident  to  the  progress  of 
a  community  ;  consequently  it  has  been  difficult  to  procure  a  proper 
and  convenient  place  to  hold  such  gatherings.  It  has  been  held 
that  they  are  not  suitable  to  the  design  of  a  dun-ch,  and  especially  as  a 
promiscuous  assembly  might  not  use  the  proper  cfU'e  to  keep  the 
same  clean,  from  the  cause  previously  hinted  at. 

This  practice  shortens  the  life  of  those  who  follow  it,  in  most 
instam;es,  besides  rendering  that  life  burdensome  by  the  weakness 
and  infirmity  thus  induced.  It  discourages  effort  in  behalf  of  youth, 
who  might  otherwise  be  liopeful ;  and  the  benevolent  are  deterred 
from  rendering  that  help  that  Avould  otherwise  be  freely  bestowed  in 
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tlie  aid  of  the  exertions  of  those  wlio  wonld  progress  in  the  :irts  or 
sciences.  Let  u  yonnij  man  appeal  for  aid  to  a  {)liilanthro])ist  of 
means,  ;nid  when  altont  to  receive  that  encourajxemeiit  which  he 
fj^reatly  desired — if  tliat  kind  fi-iend  shouhl  discover  this  lia1»it  in 
him,  the  desired  aid  wonhl  l)c  withheld  and  the  ho]^(^  of  the  petition- 
er wonld  vanish  in  thin  air.  It  is  painful  to  reflect  that  a  larii^c 
share  of  our  young  men  contract  this  habit,  thus  throwing  a  pall 
over  their  prospects,  and  forfeiting  the  confidence  of  every  one  whose 
good  opinion  could  he  of  any  avail  for  their  success  and  advaiu-ement 
in  life.  IIow  much  talent  and  capacity  are  thus  thrown  away  I  It 
is  the  ])ractice  of  perverte<l  human  nature  to  turn  blessings  into 
curses.  Thus  the  invention  of  matches  was  one  which  was  adapted 
to  ju'omote  great  convenience  in  the  business  of  life.  But,  alas  ! 
how  has  this  l)een  perverted,  as  it  has  facilitated  the  smoker  in  his 
efforts  to  undermine  health  and  draw  on  the  decreptitnde  and  de- 
bility of  premature  age.  This  is  a  practice  of  incredil)le  cost.  Every 
man  that  has  indulged  in  it  for  forty-five  years  has  spent  ^2,000, 
more  or  less,  and  oftener  more  than  less.  Such  disalde  themselves 
measurably,  fi'om  aiding  worthy  objects,  as  building  churches,  l)ridges, 
school  houses,  and  even  making  and  keeping  their  own  families  com- 
fortable and  respectable.  At  a  moderate  estimate  there  has  been 
s}>ent  in  this  way  six  times  as  nuich  in  this  Town  as  has  been  the 
cost  of  all  the  clmrches,  S(;hool  houses,  ministers'  salaries  and  teach- 
ers' wages.  If  all  that  is  worse  than  wasted  by  this  practic^e  could 
he  expended  for  the  increased  comfort  and  (H)nvenience  of  families, 
and  for  valuable  public  objects,  this  Town  might  be  ]>laced  in  a  very 
ein'iable  condition. 


NUMBER  XV. 

I  come  now  to  consider  some  of  the  eifec^ts  of  tobacco  on  the  pow- 
ers of  the  minds  and  bodies  of  those  who  indulge  in  its  use. 
And  I  do  this  by  quotations  from  a  prize  essa}''  by  Elisha  Harris, 
M.  D.,  physician  to  the  New  York  City  Dispensary.  He  says  "  the 
ultimate  results  of  tol)acco  usino-  are  invariablv  the  same.     Bv  it  the 
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nerves  are  irritated,  tlie  senses  henTiinl)C(l  and  tlieir  fnnetions  per- 
verted ;  the  action  of  the  heart  is  rendered  feeble  and  irregnlar,  the 
l»h">od  cirenLites  iinperfeetly,  all  the  functions  of  life  l)econie  slng- 
gish,  and  old  age  creeps  over  countenances  and  frames  that  other- 
Avise  would  liave  possessed  all  tlie  Idoom  and  vivacity  of  youth. 
Most  of  those  causes  of  intermission  of  tlie  lieart's  action  which 
cause  so  much  alarm  to  those  who  suffer  from  it ;  and  much  of  that 
fasliiona])le  disease  known  as  palpitation  of  the  hearty  arise  from 
tol)acco  using."  Again  he  says,  "The  disastrous  effe(;ts  of  tobacco 
upon  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system  and  the  action  of  the  heart, 
a]-e  felt  througliout  every  tissue  of  the  body;  the  blood  moves  slug- 
gishly, and  as  it  stagnates  in  delicate  organs,  foundation  is  laid  for 
every  form  of  disease,  while  at  the  same  time  the  poison  of  the  drug 
itself  is  diffused  tln-ougli  every  tissue  of  the  living  frame,  l)enuml)- 
ing  and  pai-alyizing  all  the  powers  of  life. "  Again,  "  Tobacco  using 
is  a  prolific  cfiusc  of  that  fasliionahle  disease,  dyspepsia;  and  among 
students  and  literary  men,  it  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  tliis  ex- 
ecrated and  protean  malady.  Tlie  excellent  and  eminent  Dr.  Wood- 
ward, so  long  the  Superintendent  of  the  Asjduni  for  the  insane  at 
Worcester,  Mass.,  has  left  his  testimony,  "  that  tobacco  produces 
insanity. "  He  says,  "  I  am  fully  confident  that  its  influence  upon 
tlie  ])rain  and  nervous  system  is  hardly  less  than  that  of  alcohijl,  and 
if  excessively  used  is  equally  injurious." 

It  has  been  notic^ed  l)y  eveiy  one  who  has  endeavored  to  produce 
an  impression  on  moral  subjects  upon  the  mind  of  a  tobacco-user, 
that  it  has  proved  to  be  peculiarly  insusceptial)le  to  any  motives  or 
arguments  that  might  be  adduced.  Dr.  Alcott  has  remarked  that 
"  no  class  of  men  think  more  tardily  than  tobacco  users. " 

Many  buildings  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  froih  pipes  and  (dgars. 
Some  twenty-flve  years  since  a  barn  was  destroyed  on  Snider  Hill, 
by  the  pipe  of  the  owner.  Perhaps  tM'enty  years  ago  a  barn  belong- 
ing to  Esq.  Brusie,  in  the  east  part  of  the  Town  was  burnt  down 
in  consequence  of  a  drunken  man  going  in  to  stay,  and  endeavoring 
to  smoke,  lost  his  life  besides  destroying  considerable  property. 
The  reader  can  attribute  this  to  spirits  or  tobacco.  It  is  not  mater- 
ial. Within  the  region  of  my  personal  knowledge,  at  least  three 
valuable  dwelling-houses  have  been  destroyed  l)y  this  cause  with- 
in a  few  years.     Fires  from  smoking  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 
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Tlio  i!;ro!it  tire  in  North  miuI  Pearl  streets,  JJoston,  was  caused  liy  a 
cii;ar.  A  eliureh  in  Cliicago,  which  cost  some  thirty  tlionsand  dol- 
Lu-s  was  hiid  in  ashes  in  tht;  same  way. 

Instances  arc  known  to  tlie  writer  of  those  who  have  broken  off 
this  lialiit  and  never  resnmed  it,  and  it  lias  always  resnlted  in  an  im- 
j)rovement  of  henlth.  Dr.  Rnfns  Ilolton,  some  sixty  or  more  years 
old,  effectnally  cnred  himself,  indicatin<>:  to  all  wiio  shonld  come 
after  him  that  it  can  he  done.  Jonas  Owen  abandoned  its  nse,  and 
the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  at  the  same  time,  and  continues  to 
give  them  a  wide  berth.  These  cases  show  that  this  practice  c:tn 
be  abandoned  with  safety. 

I  have  said  tobacco-using  was  an  auxiliary  to  intemperance.  I 
will  refer  to  a  few  authorities.  Snys  that  noble  fiiend  of  temper- 
ance, E.  C.  Delavan,  "  I  have  had  my  fears  for  the  safety  of  the 
temperance  cause  through  the  insidious  inlluence  of  tobacco.  It  is 
my  conviction  that  while  the  use  of  t(>])ac.co  continues,  intemperance 
will  continue  to  curse  the  world."  Dr.  Woodward  hns  rem;irked 
that  "  the  use  of  tobacco  is  the  most  ready  and  comnum  ste])ping- 
stone  to  that  use  of  spirituous  liquors  which  leads  to  intempor:ince. " 
Dr.  Rush  has  observed  that  "smoking  and  chewing  dispose  t<>  the 
nse  of  the  stronger  stimulus  of  ardent  spirits. "  Having  a  good  op- 
poi-tunity  once  to  get  the  opinion  of  a  (celebrated  physician.  Dr.  F. 
Hyde,  I  asked  him  for  the  merits  of  tobacco  as  a  m('(liciiu\  His 
answer  was  in  these  words,  "  It  is  not  necessary  in  the  treatment  of 
any  disease."  The  pecmii;iry  cost  of  s])irits  and  tobacco  consumed 
in  the  United  States,  of  which  Virgil  is  a  part,  is  immense  nnnunlly — 
sulHcient,  it  may  be  presumed,  to  pay  our  National  <  lei  it  in  one  year, 
or  at  all  events,  in  an  incredibly  short  s])ace  of  time. 

There  are  in  our  Village  three  occtogenarians,  or  tiiose  whose 
ages  will  average  about  eighty,  in  a  distance  of  sixty  rods,  who  do  not 
use  the  article  referred  to,  who  are  able  to  manage  the  affairs  of  a 
household,  and  are  taking  part  in  active  life.  Their  names  are 
Henry  Vunk,  Jonas  Owen  and  D^n^el  Trice.  There  are  others  of 
the  same  class  in  Town,  as  B.  B.  Ilubbell,  P>arnabas  l>aker  and  John 
Tyler,  whose  ages  will  average  more  than  eighty,  all  in  reasonable 
health  for  men  of  their  years.  Doubtless  there  are  others  whom 
we  do  not  know  well  enough  to  venture  their  names.  Are  there  as 
many  who  answer  to  this  deseriprion,  who  indulge  in  this  practice? 
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I  Min  uwarc  tliat  two  or  three  of  my  last  letters  may  not  have  been 
very  captivating ;  V»ut  I  thought  that  if  I  evaded  these  points,  I  could 
nf»t  claim  to  be  an  impartial  historian  ;  lience  tlieir  insertion  in  our 
course. 


NUMBER  XVI. 

I  now  proceed  to  name  individuals  who  have  eitlier  distinguished 
themselves  in  Town,  or  have  done  honor  to  the  place  of  their 
nativity  in  other  localities.  The  first  name  which  I  shall  mention, 
is  that  of  George  Frank,  a  son  of  John  M.  Frank,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  second  settler  of  the  Town.  With  great  diffi- 
culty and  delay,  he  arrived  in  November,  1795,  and  settled  on  lot 
No.  43,  winch  he  drew  as  l>ounty  land,  in  consequence  of  his  ser- 
vices in  the  army.  The  sul)ject  of  this  notice  was  five  or  six  years 
of  age  on  the  arrival  of  the  family  at  their  new  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. All  will  agree  that  his  circumstances  for  acquiring  an  educa- 
tion were  far  from  flattering.  He  had  no  aid  in  his  study  of  the 
English  language  from  his  parents,  as  they  were  unacquainted  with 
it,  ])eing  of  German  origin,  and  there  l>eing  no  school  in  the  vicinity 
till  1798,  some  of  his  best  scliool  days  must  have  passed  without 
opportunity.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  he  was  found  on  arriving  at 
mature^  years,  to  have  a  respectable  common  school  education,  which 
fitted  him  to  fill  some  important  offices  in  Town.  He  was  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  several  years.  He  was  a  good  writer  and  a  very 
acceptable  reader.  Wliile  the  Congregational  church  was  without  a 
minister,  he  was  chosen  to  read  sermons  at  their  meetings  on  the 
Sabbath,  for  some  ten  or  more  years,  which  duty  he  performed  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Having  ])een  associated  with  him 
as  a  school  officer  for  a  year  or  two,  I  once  asked  him  how  he  had 
heen  able  to  make  such  attainments  in  education.  His  answer  was 
that  he  availed  himself  of  such  means  as  the  place  afforded,  and 
sometimes  he  visited  the  place  of  his  l)irth  near  the  Mohawk,  where 
he  iJi:ained  all  that  he  could. 
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Iloro  is  .-111  exjunplo  for  those  of  me!ifj;cr  opportunities  to  imitate. 
lie  was  an  cxcnn)lary  eitizcn  and  died  in  a  good  old  age,  revered 
and  lamented. 

William  Hunter,  whose  hirtli  oeenrred  in  1801,  was  hronglit  int<» 
Town  Ity  his  pai-c^nts,  an  infant,  and  liad  his  re;iring  liei-e  with  tlie 
slender  advantages  of  the  times,  and  grew  up  a  lovei'  of  eihication, 
and  was  qnjditied  to  teacli  on  arriving  at  the  pr(»per  age.  He  chose 
llie  profession  of  medicine  and  ])nrsned  the  proper  studies,  reciting 
to  Dr.  Bronson,  of  this  place.  AVhilc  occupied  in  his  studies  lie 
tau^-ht  our  village  sciiool  five  winters  in  succession.  His  pactiee 
was  in  Jasper,  Steul>en  Co.,  where  he  acquired  the  reputation  of  a 
sicillful  pliysician.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  State  Legislature. 
He  has  gone  to  "that  l>ourne  whence  no  traveler  )-eturns. "  His 
two  l)rothers,  Charles  and  Hiram,  l)ccame  somewhat  distinguislied. 
Charles  went  to  Jasper,  studied  medicine  witli  William,  hecame  ;i 
physician,  practiced  in  that  vicinity  a  while,  and  died.  Hiram  en- 
gaged in  the  study  of  the  law,  witli  an  attorney  who  spoke  highly 
of  tlu!  capacity  of  his  mind,  and  of  his  acquisitions.  He  was  a 
teacher  of  consideralile  aliility  ;  hut  his  liealth  failing  he  ahandoned 
tlie  law,  and  afterwards  the  Imsincss  of  teaching ;  and  after  a  lin- 
gering illness  he  died.  All  the  means  for  mental  im])rovement  tliat 
cotdfl  he  made  availalde  were  put  in  requisition.  Winter  after 
winter  witnessed  the  formation  of  a  lyceum  oi-  debating  socii'ty, 
where  the  great  questions  of  puhlic  interest  were  investigated,  and 
all  tlie  res(!arcli  that  could  Ik;  liad  was  exercised,  and  the  results 
hrouglit  (»ut  for  tlie  insti'uction  and  mutual  henetit  of  all.  These 
meetings  ins] )i red  nuirh  interest.  The  conq)arative  merits  of  Bona- 
])arte  and  Washington,  as  Generals,  was  set  forth  ;  the  respe(;tive 
abilities  of  Hannibal  and  Caesar;  the  comparative  benetits  derived 
from  Dr.  Franklin  and  Cohnnbus;  from  the  art  of  printing  and  the 
magnetic  needh;;  the  comparative  damage  sustjdned  by  our  race 
from  lire  and  water — by  slavery  and  intemperance,  etc.  Much  tal- 
ent and  researcli  were  disjdayed  in  these  discussions.  They  not 
only  elicited  information,  i»ut  imnvd  tliose  participating  in  them 
for  effective  labor  in  those  imi)ortant  causes  soon  to  come  before  the 
jteople,  such  as  tenq)erance,  etc.  Tliesc;  debates  were  from  A.  D., 
1S2^>  to  iS'jr).  Those  enlisting  in  them  were  the  Hunters,  Woods, 
Grows,  Franks,  Grecais,  Roes,  lly<les,  Edwards,  Reynolds  and 
others  not  recollected  or  too  lumu'i'ous  to  mention. 
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The  iii'Pt  Temperance  iSoeiety  was  formed  on  (lie  Fonrtli  of  Jnly, 
1829,  composed  mostly  of  young  men.  It  was  soon  followed  hy  an 
etlicient  Female  Temperance  Society,  which  embraced  a  noble  band 
of  intelligent,  decided  and  ardent  friends  of  the  temperance  canse. 
These  societies  nmtnally  ;tided  and  supported  each  other.  The  ad- 
vocates of  strong  drink  were  numerons  and  determined.  But  the 
talent  and  argument  were  on  tlie  part  of  the  advocates  of  the  tem- 
perance cause.  After  the  first  address,  by  Michael  Frank,  the 
speakers  were  mostly  from  other  places  for  a  while,  but  it  was  soon 
seen  that  need  for  addresses  was  so  great  and  urgent  that  domestic 
talent  must  be  pat  in  requisition,  and  the  needed  men  were  found. 
The  effect  was  a  general  one.  In  many  instances  loads  of  fi'iends 
would  be  taken  to  distant  school-liouses,  find  one  of  the  number 
would  give  an  address,  and  how^ever  few  from  the  \'icinity  would 
I'ome  in,  we  wei'e  sure  of  an  enthusiastic  meeting,  for  we  ha(l  the 
material  witli  us.  In  this  way  the  cause  was  advocated  and  pro- 
moted in  all  the  school  districts  around,  and  we  all  had  frequent 
opportunities  to  listen  to  oui"  young  men  in  support  of  this  noble 
cause. 

The  following  are  some  of  them  :  Rev.  W.  J.  Bradford,  Michael 
Frank,  Frederick  Hyde,  William  E.  Gfee,  B.  F.  Grow,  and  subse- 
quently George  Graham.  Many  who  were  not  classed  as  pul:)lic 
speakers  were  very  useful  in  supporting  the  speakers,  and  in  individ- 
ual influence  among  the  [)eople,  and  many  opponents  soon  became 
Arm  friends. 


ANOTHEB  VOICE  FROM  VIRGIL. 

HOW  glad  I  am  that  there  is  such  a  town  as  Virgil.  How 
gratifying  it  nmst  he  to  you  to  know  you  live  in  a  county 
with  such  a  remarkable  town  in  it.  I  live  in  Virgil;  Imt  when  I 
think  of  the  wonderful  events  that  have  occurred  here,  I  have  to 
hold  my  breath.  Why,  we  have  men  here  that  know  all  about 
"World-Making" — that   calls   everybody  fools  but  just  us.     And 
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they  oaii  do  lots  of  tliiiifjfi  tliat  no  otlier  one  over  tliont)-lit  of  doiiifj. 
And  are  full  of  knowledge  that  no  one  would  ever  need.  We  have 
some  of  the  most  brilliant  scholars  and  railroad  projectors,  and,  in 
fact,  everything  that  is  necessary  to  make  a  town  great  and  glorious. 
Just  take  in  account  the  num])er  of  rats  killed  in  one  ham,  and  then 
count  the  harns  in  town  and  su])])ose  they  don't  average  any  better 
tlian  tliat  barn  ;  you  can  see  at  a  glance  that  it  has  some  notoriety 
in  regard  to  the  pro(hu*tion  of  rats.  Mr.  Editor,  I  nmst  (^lose,  as  I 
have  to  make  out  other  copies  of  this  article  to  the  otlier  editors  of 
this  county. 

P.  S. — As  I  have  a  little  more  time  my  mind  is  so  full  I  can't 
stop  here.  Suppose  each  rat  is  worth  ten  cents  ;  fr<^m  that  income 
alone — say  nothing  about  butter  and  cheese — in  a  very  short  time 
we  could  project  and  build  a  railroad  from  Messengerville  west, 
passing  through  Gridley  Hollow  and  the  village  I  live  in,  Froghud- 
dle,  Ilutchingvillc,  and  so  on  to  Drydcn,  intersec^ting  there  with  the 
Southern  Central. 

Mr.  Editor,  it  nuiy  seem  strange  to  you  that  Dryden  would  ever 
]»e  let  out  into  tlie  world  this  way,  but  it  looks  reasonable  to  th(^ 
smartest  of  us.  I  hardly  know  liow  to  sto})  without  mentioning 
some  other  things  that  are  occuring  in  our  town,  l)ut  I  must  close, 
and  I  will.  Letter  No.  1.  N.  B. — Please  print  soon  and  oblige 
the  third  voice  from  Virgil. 

March  14th,  1874. 


NUMBEK  XVII. 

IT  was  my  design  to  pass  rather  brieily  over  what  i-emained  of 
my  plan  respecting  our  Town  of  Virgil ;  V)ut  I  tind  in  your 
issue  of  the  17th  of  March,  a  fresh  illustration  of  a  fact  set  fortli  in 
my  third  letter  and  alluded  to  in  my  eighth,  as  one  reason  why  our 
agricultural  fairs  were  given  uj\  In  the  third  letter  it  is  said  that 
"a  ])ortion  of  our  population,  eml)racing  men  of  property  and  in- 
iluence,  have  failed  to  ]ianiioniz(^  witli  tlie  efforts  made  for  tlie  pro- 
motion  of  plans  for  tlie  elevation  of  the  Town  in  the  scale  of  mor- 
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ality,  ediiciition  or  agriculture,  ('ausiiig'  tlio  wlieelt?  (»f  ]»i'()gress  to  roll 
hcdvily."  And  in  the  eighth  number,  it  is  said,  speaking  of  some 
of  the  reasons  for  giving  up  onr  agricultural  fail's,  "  that  oi  a  con- 
stant current  of  opposition  raised  by  certain  individuals  who  kept 
u])  a  continual  clamoi-  against  it,  charging  the  administration  with 
favoritism,  etc-. "  The  connnunication  above  alluded  to  is  entitled 
"  Another  Voice  from  Virgil, "  written  in  a  manner  to  caricature 
our  Town  and  what  has  beeii  written  to  the  credit  of  the  same. 
What  has  ])een  written  in  this  piece  harmonizes  in  and  with  the 
facts  alluded  to  above,  and  shows  that  the  energy  an<l  thrift  of  the 
])eople  have  always  had  a  strong  undercurrent  of  opposition  to  meet 
when  any  important  enterprise  or  improvement  was  proposed. 

It  is  in  accordance  with  all  nature  that  every  good  has  its  oppo- 
site. Wheat  has  its  snmt.  Corn  has  to  contend  with  the  cut-worm 
and  wire-worm.  The  apple  ti'ee  has  its  bore?'  and  caterpillar ;  the 
|>lum  its  curculio  ;  the  currant  its  bug,  and  so  on  endlessly,  and 
wluni  any  efforts  are  put  forth  for  the  dift"usi(jn  of  needed  informa- 
tion, it  has  its  opposite  ;  hence,  "  Another  Voice  from  Virgil."''' 

The  name  of  the  writer  of  these  ai'ticles  has  ])een  subscril)ed  to 
each,  tluit  the  pulJic  may  know  where  to  look  for  the  responsibility  ; 
and  nmch  care  has  l)een  taken  to  gain  assurance  of  all  the  facts  in- 
serted, a,nd  to  see  that  no  representation  should  1)0  overdrawn.  The 
writer  is  held  in  law  and  equity  to  tmswcr  for  all  the  statements 
here  made.  There  can  be  but  one  of  two  reasons  for  withholding 
the  writer's  name  from  such 'a  prodru^tion  as  the  one  before  alluded 
to.  The  first  is  that  he  is  ashamed  of  it.  The  other  is  that  if  his 
name  be  given  it  will  diminish  from  its  effect. 

I  now  proceed  to  name  some  other  individuals  deserving  special 
notice  :  Carlo  M.  Woods,  son  of  Dr.  Hervey  Woods,  who  died  when 
he  was  very  young,  leaving  him  a  slender  child  to  struggle  with 
poverty  and  the  various  difficulties  incident  to  his  condition.  He 
was  a  studious  and  successful  scholar,  learned  the  trade  of  printing, 
went  to  Illinois,  set  up  a  paper  published  in  Quincy,  which  contin- 
ued several  years.  He  has  since  been  Clerk  of  Adams  county,  and 
afterw^ards  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts  of  Quinc}^ 
District. 
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John  T>.  I^entoii  Bpent  most  of  liin  onrly  life  licro ;  wns  m  stndont 
of  inediciiie  under  Dr.  Bronson,  and  lias  ])ractieed  his  profession  in 
Spencer,  Tioga  Co.,  with  a  good  degree  of  eminence.  George  Gra- 
liam  also  spent  his  early  life  here,  evincing  great  taste  for  edu(;ation, 
soon  l)ecamc  a  teacher,  nltimately  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  has 
filled  several  Legishitive  offices,  and  also  that  of  State  Treasurer. 
II.  M.  Sheerar  had  his  rearing  and  education  here,  T»ecame  a  teacher, 
afterwards  Town  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  ultimately 
removed  to  Wellsville,  Alleghany  county,  N.  Y.,  and  is  there  prac- 
ticing dentistry  with  success,  and  enjoys  a  large  share  of  public  con- 
tidcnce,  which  is  evinced  hy  his  heing  frequently  chosen  to  fill  im- 
portant positions  of  honor  and  trust.  Garret  House  spent  most  of 
his  cliildhood  and  youth,  and  made  his  acquisitions  in  education  in 
this  Town.  He  afterwards  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cluirch 
organs,  taking  up  the  trade  without  an  instructor,  as  he  said  to  me 
in  words  like  the  following,  "  I  dug  it  out  myself. "  He  now  has  a 
large  establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  church  organs  in  Buffalo, 
and  makes  sales  of  the  article  from  Massachusetts  to  St.  Lonis. 

Weslej  Hooker,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  "  Standard  and  Jou?mal, " 
published  in  Cortland  village,  resided  with  his  brother.  Culver 
Hooker,  in  Virgil,  from  tlie  age  of  thirteen  to  twenty-one,  and  at- 
tended school  about  three  months  each  winter,  where  the  niost  of 
his  acquisition  in  education  was  made.  He,  however,  attended  the 
Ithaca,  Academy  a  portion  of  two  terms ;  engaged  two  years  as 
teacher,  when  he.connnenced  lal)oringin  the  Ithaca  Journal  otlice. 
Aftei-WfU-ds  he  was  engaged  in  other  printing  offices  as  foi'eman, 
])ublisher  or  editor.  He  then  returned  to  Ithaca,  engaged  in  the 
Journ(d  office  as  foreman  ten  years,  then  editor  and  l»nsiness  mana- 
ger ten  years,  six  years  of  whi(;h  time  he  was  County  Treasurer, 
when  he  came  to  Cortland  nearly  two  years  since,  procured  the 
union  of  the  two  papers,  the  Standard  and  Jonmal^  and  has  pub- 
lished the  united  paper  successfully  since,  procuring  large  accessions 
to  the  number  of  su])S(^ril)ers,  materially  enlarging  the  same,  and 
now  issuing  a  pap(>r  equalled  by  few  in  talent,  mechanic;il  execution 
and  iniluence. 
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NUMBER  XVIII. 

I  proceed  with  the  list  of  names  of  those  meriting  notice  in  this 
connection. 

Giiieon  Messenger  was  a  step-son  of  Joseph  Chaplin,  the  first 
settler  in  Town.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  had  been  through 
on  the  State  Road,  so  called,  from  Chaplin's  on  the  Tionglmioga,  to 
its  termination,  on  the  Cayuga  Lake  in  Milton,  since  Genoa  and 
now  Lansing,  when  there  was  not  a  house  on  the  road  in  the  whole 
distance.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  the  Town 
several  successive  years,  when  the  numerical  strength  of  the  party 
against  him  was  greatest.  Of  course  he  had  the  confidence  of  his 
constituents.     He  died  a  few  years  since  at  an  advanced  age. 

Moses  Rice  was  an  early  settler,  and  a  man  of  reading  and  intel- 
ligence. He  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  elected  Sup- 
ervisor in  several  successive  years,  and  mostly  while  this  Town  was 
a  part  of  the  county  of  Onondaga.  He  died  long  sinc;e  in  a  'good 
old  age.  It  is  due  to  his  memory  to  say.  that  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  was  prompt,  intelligent  and 
impartial. 

We  have  with  us,  Sanford  Bouton,  long  an  acting  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  performing  the  duties  incident  to  that  office  with  readiness 
and  impartiality,  and  was  also  Supervisor  of  the  Town  several  years. 

Hiram  Bouton,  born  in  this  Town  in  1799,  long  since  a  resident 
in  the  adjoining  town  of  Dryden,  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  there 
several  years,  and  until  recently,  when  age  and  infirmity  admonished 
him  to  retire. 

Nathaniel  Bouton,  Jr.,  was  born  and  reared  in  this  Town.  He 
early  went  to  Marathon — was  long  since  elected  to  the  office  of 
Justice,  which  he  has  now  held  for  fifteen  years,  more  or  less,  and 
has  recently  l)een  elected  President  of  the  Corporation  in  the  village 
of  Marathon.  A  few  only  of  our  distinguished  townsmen  can  be 
named  in  our  list.  The  intention  is  to  be  impartial,  and  it  is  earn- 
estly hoped  that  none  will  think  the  writer  invidious.  A  few  sep- 
arate individuals  will  now  be  named  in  addition  to  those  already 
noticed. 

The  writer  was  once  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Holbrook,  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Homer,  when  the  subject  turned 
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u])(iii  this  Town,  and  he  remarked  tliat  in  his  previous  pastorates, 
the  l)est  deacon  he  ever  had  was  from  Virgil.  With  me  the  ques- 
tion was,  wliat  should  l)e  his  name  (  His  answer  was,  tliat  it  was 
William  (J.  Chaiid)erlain.  I  lia<l  known  liim  as  awell  disposed  hoy, 
witli  frank,  open  conntenance,  hut  this  annovmeement  met  me  with 
H'ratitied  sui'priso.      H(^  is  a  hrother  of  N.  Cluuiiherlain,  of  Cortland. 

We  found  in  the  .S'A^//cA</v/ last  winter,  a  euhi-.:;isti('  notice  of  Dr. 
J.  Sheerar,  of  Vermont,  and  formei-ly  from  Cortland  county,  with 
the  remark  that  it  was  greatly  to  the  credit  of  Cortland  county  tf> 
liave  sent  such  a  young  man  out  to  make  his  mark  in  the  world.  In 
a  later  issue  of  the  same  paper  is  a  laudatory  notice  copied  from 
the  Alltrny  Argus,  of  the  same  indi\'idual,  stating  for  substance  tliat 
a  solo  tenor  of  celebrity,  from  New  England,  Dr*J.  Sheerar,  by  name, 
would  make  his  demit — would  sing,  etc.  And  in  a  subsequent  issue 
of  the  A'/Y/u^^  ^t  is  said,  "Dr.  J.  Sheerar  made  a  decided  sensation 
witli  his  fine  tenor  voice  and  refined  and  artistic  manner."  So  New 
England  has  the  credit  of  this  performance  and  Cortland  county 
had  it  previously.  Suppose  we  trace  back  this  distinguished  person- 
age a  little,  and  we  sliall  find  his  birth  occurring  and  his  childliood 
and  eai-ly  youth  spent  on  the  banks  of  Cunningham  creek,  in  Virgil, 
a  small  unpretending  stream  in  general,  but  sometimes  rather  noisy. 

It  has  been  aniiounced  that  one  of  our  townsmen  had  been  a' Mem- 
ber of  Congress.  Several  have  been  members  of  om-  State  Legisla- 
ture. The  time  was  wlien  Cortland  county  was  entitled  to  two 
Mend>ers  of  Assembly.  TJiis  was  tlie  case  in  1S25.  The  two  par- 
ties made  nomination  of  two  Members  eadi.  Tlie  ]);iities  wei-e  ro\^- 
resented  on  their  tickets  each  by  a  Mend)er  frou)  Preble  and  Virgil. 
The  parties  were  very  nearly  balanced.  TIk^  ivsult  was  that  those 
el(H*ted  were  both  from  Virgil.  Their  names  were  James  Chatterton 
and  Josiah  Hart.  Since  tliat  time  six  Mendiers  ha\-e  been  elected  from 
Vii'gil.  Their  names  were  Nathan  Heaton,  Timothy  Green,  Piatt 
F.  (ti-ow,  .1.  n.  Kna])]),  Nathan  Ponton  and  Dan  C.  Scjuires.  Pufus 
Edwards  of  this  Town  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  C'ounty  Court, 
and  otHciated  till  the  otfice  was  abolished.  In  less  than  a  year  since 
it  was  said  that  three  of  tlie  most  imj)orta]it  offices  in  our  county 
were  held  l»y  men  born  and  reared  in  Virgil,  as  it  is  since  its  divis- 
ion, to  wit:   Judge,  Sheriff  and  District  Attorney.      When  the  First 
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National  Bank  was  organized  in  Cortland,  and  its  nine  officers 
elected,  it  was  seen  that  four  of  that  nnmber  were  l)orn  and  reared 
in  the  Township  of  Virgil, 


NUMBER  XIX. 

IN  referring  to  the  history  of  onr  Town  bronght  ont  in  connection 
with  the  "  Festive  Gathering  of  the  Early  Settlers  and  Present 
Inlial)itants  of  the  Town  of  Virgil, "  I  find  references  to  individuals 
which  I  feel  justified  in  reproducing  for  the  present  occasion.  Wait 
Ball  settled  in  the  Town  in  1798  with  a  large  family,  and  being  a 
man  of  respectable  education  and  good  ability,  he  soon  became 
known  in  Town  and  abroad,  as  one  in  a  good  degree  distinguished. 
He  was  soon  appointed  Justi(;o  of  the  Peace,  the  duties  of  which 
office  he  was  eminently  qualified  to  fulfill,  and  continued  to  hold  the 
same  sixteen  years.  He  was  also  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  county 
several  years.     He  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  about  the  year  18  37. 

Joseph  Reynolds  settled  in  Town  in  1808,  and  from  small  begin- 
nings arose  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  he  held  sev- 
ond  years ;  was  Mem])er  of  Assem])ly  in  1819,  was  County  Judge, 
Member  of  Congress  and  Brigadier  General  of  Militia.  He  died 
some  years  since  at  his  residence,  in  Cortland. 

Joseph  Chaplin,  son  of  the  first  settler  of  the  Town,  was  distin- 
guished in  the  locality  where  he  resided  as  a  man  of  intelligence  and 
integrity,  was  chosen  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ])y  the  people,  and  a 
Major  in  the  Militia,  and  was  generally  and  familiarly  known  as 
"  Major  Chaplin. "  He  removed  to  tlie  West  some  years  since  and 
died. 

It  was  stated  in  a  former  number  that  there  was  no  heavy  stream 
of  water  passing  centrally  througli  the  Town,  which  might  be  ap- 
plied in  propelling  mills  and  macliinery.  It  must  not  be  inferred 
from  this,  however,  that  there  have  l)een  no  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments set  up  among  us.     There  was  a  beginning  made  in  the 
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business  of  stono-cutting;  and  prcparinfj  grave  stones,  many  yenrs 
since,  1)y  Calel)  AVliiting,  Jr.,  wln'eh  increased  very  much  witli  the 
ycai-s  tluit  passed,  and  many  hands  were  employed  and  sales  made 
far  and  wide,  and  though  commencing  with  commcm  qnarry  stone, 
it  soon  became  an  extensive  manufactory  of  marble.  Tins  business 
has  passed  through  several  hands,  and  for  a  few  of  the  last  years  the 
superintendency  lias  devolved  upon  Cliarles  Williams,  and  many  ex-' 
quisitely  wrought  grave  stones  and  monuments  have  been  carried 
from  his  shop  to  Dryden,  and  to  other  places,  and  many  have  been 
set  up  in  our  own  neat  cemetery.  Mr.  Williams  lias  recently  moved 
to  Diyden,  where  he  is  employed  in  the  same  calling. 

We  have  two  extensive  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  carriages  and  sleighs,  employing  each  a  consider;dtle 
nu miter  (»f  liands,  and  making  sales  over  a  wide  extent  of  territory. 
The  names  of  the  proprietors  are  respectively,  E.  Perkins  and  E. 
Crain,  each  having  a  large  building  for  the  storing  and  exhibition 
of  wares.  We  have  three  churches  in  the  Village,  with  sittings  suf- 
ficient for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  population  residing  within 
a  (M)nvenient  distance,  and  a  minister  for  each.  Also  tlirc^e  stores 
of  sutHcicnt  caj)a(nty  to  supply  the  ordinary  needs  of  tlie  whole  pop- 
ulation, and  sliops  corresponding  with  the  wants  of  tlie  people.  It 
is  not  the  intention  of  tlie  writ(;r  to  rejn'esent  all  or  any  of  tlie  dis- 
tinguished individuals  of  our  Tow^i,  or  those  who  liave  removed  from 
here,  as  being  faultless,  as  saith  the  scripture,  ("  for  tliere  is  no  man 
that  sinnetli  not. ") 

L;irge  numl»ers  of  our  citizens  have  arisen  from  small  beginnings 
to  tlie  possession  of  ample  estates,  some  of  whom  luive  left  their  na- 
tive place,  braved  the  rigors  and  hardships  of  a  new  country,  nnd 
in  their  age,  may  congratulate  themselves  with  tlie  possession  of 
Mbundant  means  to  meet  every  temporal  w;int,  reflecting  tliat  the 
ac(|uisiti(m  has  been  made  by  honest  industry  and  good  economy, 
without  any  lucky  hits,  verifying  the  saying  that  "the  hand  of  the 
diliji-ent  makctli  rich  and  addeth  no  sorrow  with  it."  I  might  men- 
tion  names,  but  the  dithculty  would  be  to  know  where  to  leave  off 
safely,  so  I  will  not  beging  the  count.  I  am  well  assured  that  we 
have  poor  pay-masters  among  us,  but  I  feel  justified  in  saying  here, 
that  I  have  been  told  by  a  merchant  of  great  experience  and  inti- 
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mate  acquaintance  with  the  sul)ject,  that  he  finds  a  smaller  percent- 
age of  loss  in  debts  against  men  from  this  Town  than  any  other 
town  with  which  he  deals  in  his  extensive  business  of  farmer's  sup- 
plies. 


NUMBER  XX. 

I  proceed  to  cite  a  few  facts  which  I  might  be  excused  from  in- 
serting, inasmuch  as  they  have  reference  to  parts  of  the  orig- 
inal To'v\ii,  but  now  eml»raced  in  the  towns  of  Harford  and  Lapeer. 
In  a  former  number  reference  is  made  to  the  name  of  Nathan  Hea- 
ton,  as  having  been  a  Meml)er  of  Assembly  from  our  Town,  whi(^h 
was  in  1841,  and  before  the  division.  He  was  taken  sick  in  his 
term  of  service  and  returned  home  and  died  before  the  term  closed. 
He  had  been  active  in  public  matters,  and  was  especially  instru- 
mental in  establishing  the  cemetery  in  the  present  town  of  Harford. 
I  proceed  to  mention  two  other  names,  especially  with  a  view  of 
bringing  forward  the  efficacy  and  value  of  moral  principle  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  those  exercising  it.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  temperance  interest,  Francis  Morton  was  an  inebriate,  and 
with  his  family  in  poverty  and  wretchedness.  He  l)ecame  a  sober 
man,  embraced  religion  and  reared  a  family  of  respectability  and 
usefulness,  and  himself  exhibiting  the  appearance  of  great  humility 
and  deep  devotion. 

Theodore  E.  Hart  was  first  postmaster  in  that  portion  while  it 
was  yet  Virgil,  and  being  an  extravagant  user  of  tobacco  came  total- 
ly to  al)stain,  which  is  more  to  his  credit  than  to  lie  a  banker  in 
Canandaigua.  I  derive  these  facts  fi'om  Mrs.  Heaton,  now  of  Cort- 
land village,  a  part  of  which  is  corroborated  by  my  own  knowledge. 

Jesse  Storrs,  long  an  inhabitant  of  our  Town,  in  that  portion  now 
embraced  in  Lapeer,  was  a  teacher  of  some  eminence,  had  a  small 
property,  engaged  in  rearing  fruit  trees  on  a  very  small  scale,  in- 
creased considerably,  ultimately  sold  out  and  removed  to  Painesville, 
Ohio,  continued  the  business,  entered  into  a  partnership,  the  title  of 
which  is  "  Storrs,  Harrison  <fe  Co. "     They  occupy  much  space  in 
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the  cnltivation  of  tlieir  trees,  new,  rare  and  lieautifnl  plants,  slirnb- 
beiy,  etc.,  and  liave  issued  a  spring  catalogue  of  plants,  including 
roses,  green-house  and  l)edding  plants,  etc.,  a  description  of  which 
iills  a  paiiipldct  of  sixty  pages.  I  state  these  facts  not  to  forestall 
some  writer  wlio  may  l>e  induced  to  Avrite  up  these  towns,  Imt  to  set 
fortli  the  power  of  uioral  ])rinciple  and  })ersistont  energy,  when  em- 
ployed in  enterprises  eminently  laudable  and  usc^ful. 

An(h-ow  Brusie  was  intelligent  and  useful, — was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  several  years — had  a  forge  for  manufacturing  iron  from  frag- 
ments, which  lie  prosecuted  several  j^cars  ;  and  when  any  one  wished 
to  speak  highly  of  the  quality  of  iron,  he  would  say,  "  It  is  a  good 
BruRie  mm. "  He  left  the  Town  some  years  since.  It  is  not  known 
that  he  is  still  living. 

Randall  Williams  was  an  early  inliabitant  of  this  Town — received 
rather  of  a  limited  education  here.  At  the  age  of  al)out  eighteen 
he  went  to  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania ;  engaged  in  canaling ;  rose 
to  l)e  section  engineer  on  seven  miles  of  canal,  implying  confidence 
and  al)ility.  Afterwards  went  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  and  has  risen- 
to  affluence. 

R(niben  Gridley  was  a  man  of  indomitable  energy,  and  it  was  very 
mut^h  through  his  instrumentality  that  the  ro;id  through  Gridley 
Hollow,  so  called  after  him,  was  established  and  made  fit  for  travel, 
and  is  the  principal  thorouglifare  from  Virgil  to  Marathon.  He  re- 
moved with  a  large  family  to  Michigan  some  years  since,  where 
several  of  jiis  sons  have  become  men  of  property  and  influence. 
■  Ji)lm  K.  Roe  settled  here  e;irly  in  179S.  Wv  was  deHcicnt  in  ed- 
ucation, and  in  order  to  supplement  the  same,  attended  tlie  common 
school  witli  his  children,  "where  he  made  acquisitions  sufticient  to  fit 
him  for  tlie  transaction  of  any  business  arising  in  ordinary  life,  and 
ncfpiitted  himself  well  in  the  office  of  deacon  in  the  church  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  John  E.  Roe  find  Charlotte  Roe  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  who  lived  to  mature  life.  The  eldest,  Betsey 
N.  Roe,  w;is  reputed  to  l>c  the  first  fem;ile  cliild  Itorn  in  the  Town. 
She  grew  up  an  intelligent,  exemphuT  woman,  early  m.'ule  profes- 
sion of  I'l^ligion,  adorning  the  same  l)y  a  life  devote<l  to  its  interests. 
She  removed  to  a  western  state  some  j'ears  ago,  and  has  since  died. 
She  was  si  woman  whom  any   man    miglit   be  ha])])y   to   call   ffister. 
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Cotcmporar}'  with  her  was  Sally,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Lucinda 
Edwards.  She  was  also  intelligent  and  made  early  profession  of 
religion,  which  she  adorned  with  a  pions  and  exemplary  demeanor, 
and  died  in  early  womanhood,  deeply  lamented. 

S.  M.  Roe,  John  M.  Roe,  Erastus  G.  Roe  and  Philip  T.  Roe, 
were  the  other  children  of  John  E.  Roe,  before  named.  Their  his- 
tory was  common  in  that  they  had  only  the  advantages  of  the  com- 
mon school.  All  made  profession  of  religion  and  became  officers  in 
the  respective  churches  where  they  l>ecame  located,  several  of  which 
were  weak  and  required  much  of  their  labor  to  sustain  them.  The 
eldest  S.  M.  Roe  was  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  in  Vir- 
gil, his  native  place.  Afterwards  he  removed"  to  Cortland,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  butter  trade,  involving  also  the  purchase  of 
wool,  pelts,  eggs,  etc.,  till  his  health  failed,  when  this  business 
was  given  up.  He  has  l^een  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  there 
seventeen  years.  John  M.  was  a  leading  and  efficient  member  and 
officer  in  the  Presbytei'ian  Church  in  Marathon.  He  died  nearly 
two  years  since,  much  lamented.  Erastus  G.  Roe  made  profession 
of  religion  here — remained  a  few  years,  then  left  for  Fulton  county, 
111.,  alxnit  thirty  years  since.  He  has  acquitted  himself  well  as  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  several  years — was  entrusted  with  much  responsibil- 
ity connected  with  the  war  in  caring  for  soldiers,  securing  their 
rights,  etc.,  and  active  in  matters  of  religion. 

Nelson  C.  Roe,  son  of  S.  M.  Roe,  before  named,  spent  his  child- 
hood and  youth  here.  He  afterwards  removed  to  the  West,  and 
settled  in  Lyons,  Iowa,  At  the  connnencement  of  the  war  his  pa- 
triotism moved  him  to  raise  a  company  of  soldiers,  of  which  he  was 
made  captain,  went  into  service,  was  with  his  company  in  sixteen 
sanguinary  battles,  and  though  he  had  aii  epaulette  and  sword-belt 
shot  off,  he  escaped  imhurt. 


NUNBER  XXI. 

I  proceed  to  give  some  account  of  a  few  more  names  that  deserve 
a  notice  in  this  dirc(^tion.     Hananiah  Wilcox  and  Benjamin 
Harding,  though  natives  of  Cortlandville,  yet  as  they  received  their 
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education  here,  wo  feel  justified  in  tlie  allusion.  Mr.  Wilcox  en- 
fjao-ed  in  school-tea(;hing  in  this  Town  and  in  Drydcn,  for  a  few 
terms — was  an  ardent  friend  and  supporter  of  the  temperance  and 
anti-slaver}-  causes.  He  lived  in  Dryden  during  the  last  thirty  or 
more  years,  and  was  untiring  in  his  devotion  to  these  causes,  as  some 
would  sav,  almost  to  a  fault.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  durincr 
several  of  tlie  last  years  of  his  life,  and  died  a  few  months  since. 
Mr.  Harding  went  to  Kansas  in  a  very  early  period  of  its  settlement. 
He  was  a  meni])er  of  the  Senate  in  the  territorial  Legislature  which 
was  dispersed  by  an  armed  force  by  order  of  the  Goverrmient. 

Leonai'd  Fostser  left  Town  early  in  life,  and  settled  in  Cortland- 
ville.  He  enjoyed  the  publico  confidence  and  was  a  reputal)lc  mem- 
ber and  officer  in  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  in  that  place.  He  re- 
moved to  a  place  in  the  western  part  of  tlie  State  a  few  years  since. 
It  was  stated  in  a  former  number  that  a  Post-Office  was  established 
here  in  1808.  The  business  done  in  it  was  small  for  a  long  time. 
The  population  was  sparse  and  postage  high.  The  writer  was  pres- 
ent on  a  time  when  the  mail  arrived,  and  when  inquiry  was  made 
of  the  postmaster,  James  Chatterton,  Esq.,  by  some  one  interested, 
he  answered  that  nothing  came  except  one  letter.  The  route  tlien 
was  from  Tthaca  to  Cortland,  and  frequently  performed  on  foot.  It 
would  seem  to  the  pi-esent  inhabitants  to  be  quite  a  walk  to  go 
through  every  day.  I  once  met  the  man  engaged  in  this  service 
and  asked  him  if  he  preferred  to  go  on  foot.  His  answer  was  that 
if  he  had  a  horse  he  would  ride  in  preference  to  going  on  foot. 
Olieap  postage,  an  increase  of  population,  business  and  intelligence 
have  added  much  to  the  business  of  this  department,  and  now  we 
have  an  office  centrally  located  in  a  space  of  country  of  about  six 
miles  in  diamater,  with  275  boxes  and  a  mail  every  day — for  a  few 
months  past  carried  by  a  team  of  liorses  owned  and  driven  by  Mr. 
Julian  (J.  Seamans,  by  whom  also  many  passengers  are  carried  with 
comfort  and  convenience.  There  are  also  two  other  Post-Offices  in 
Town  doins  (considerable  business. 
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NUMBER  XXII. 

THE  names  of  a  few  other  men  occur  to  me  that  deserve  to  be 
noticed,  whose  history  is  connected  with  the  war. 
Clinton  D.  Bouton  entered  early  into  the  service  of  liis  country. 
He  remained  in  the  army  till  near  its  close,  serving  the  Union  cause 
acceptably  and  with  fidelity.  On  liis  return  liome  he  settled  in 
Dryden ;  soon  engaged  in  business,  has  been  successful,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  mercliants  in  that  village,  and  is  the  postmaster. 

Daniel  P.  Griswold  enlisted  early,  served  faithfully,  was  in  seven 
sanguinary  battles,  among  which  were  South  Mountain,  Antietam 
and  Gettysl>urg,  where  lie  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  leg,  re- 
mained a  long  time  in  the  hospital,  and  was  finally  discharged.  The 
wound  was  incural>le  and  amputation  above  tlie  knee  was  resorted 
to.  He  lives  in  Town  an  example  of  industry  and  thrift.  A  broth- 
er of  his  entered  the  army  and  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  country's  cause. 
His  name  was  Barzilia  Griswold. 

We  will  now  notice  a  few  civilians.  Isaac  B.  Bloomer  received 
only  the  education  furnished  by  this  Town.  He  engaged  early  in 
teaching,  and  was  afterward  elected  Town  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  which  office  lie  filled  several  years,  discharging  its 
duties  acceptably. 

Walter  L.  Chaplin  derived  liis  education  from  the  means  enjoyed 
here.  He  taught  a  while,  then  entered  upon  the  labors  and  duties 
of  lan<l  surveyor,  and  now  enjoys  a  good  reputation  in  that  depart- 
ment. 

The  writer  would  be  happy  to  set  forth  somewhat  in  detail  a  large 
number  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Town  who  have  lived  and  died  here. 
It  must  suffice,  however,  that  a  few  of  their  names  are  mentioned. 
These,  with  many  others,  encountered  the  rigors  and  hardships  of  a 
settlement  in  the  new  country.  Joseph  Chaplin,  John  M.  Frank, 
John  Gee,  James  Knapp,  James  Clark,  John  Shevalier,  Robert 
Ryan,  John  Snider,  Enos  Bouton,  Joseph  Bailey,  Simeon  Luce, 
Oliver  Ball,  Abner  Bruce,  Ezra  Bruce,  William  Lincoln,  Eli  John- 
son, John  Hill,  Oliver  Tyler,  Silas  Lincoln,  Joshua  Farnam,  Jona- 
than Edwards,  John  Calvert,  Moses  Olmstead,  Isaac  Bloomer, 
David  Snider,  William  Snider,  William  Powers,  and  many  others, 
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wlio,  liaving  served  their  generation,  have  passc<l  away  in  advnncod 
age,  respected  and  hunented. 

In  my  next  I  li()})e  to  l)e  able  t(»  set  forth' some  of  the  Virgil  men 
liviuir  in  Cortland. 


NUMBER  XXIII. 

AGREEABLY  to  the  intimation  in  my  last  nnmlxn-,  I  proceed 
to  give  some  sketches  of  individnals  living  in  Cortland  who 
emigrated  from  Virgil.  As  I  pass  into  town  I  find  for  the  lirst  man 
D.  D.  Crawford,  long  a  resident  of  onr  Town,  but  recently  removed 
to  Cortland.  His  means  for  the  acquisition  of  education  were  lim- 
ited, lie  commenced  the  business  of  active  life  with  small  advan- 
tages, and,  indeed,  I  think  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  was  scarce- 
ly even  with  the  world,  but  with  the  aid  of  his  efficient 'helpmeet, 
attended  with  the  divine  blessing,  he  has  accunndated  a  liandsome 
property  and  sustains  a  good  reputation.  And  I  may  as  well  pre- 
mise that  all  those  of  whom  I  am  now  to  write,  commenced  with 
small  means,  and  some  were  emphaticrally  poor ;  and  it  is  especially 
true  of  all  that  they  had  to  pass  through  Valley  Forge  on  their  way 
to  wealth  and  distinction.  I  use  this  phrase  as  happily  descriptive 
of  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  in  the  way  of  each,  as  he  has 
progressed  from  liis  small  beginnings  to  his  j^resent  position  of  in- 
fluence and  resj>ectal)ility.  If  any  are  iminformed  respecting  the 
origin  and  ineaning  of  this  term  or  phrase,  let  them  sean^h  it  out  and 
ascertain  for  themselves  its  signiflcntion,  when  they  will  appreciate 
its  for(;e  in  this  connection. 

Martin  Luce  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  held  tlie  of- 
ticG  during  one  term  ;  he  was  also  chosen  County  Superintendent  of 
the  Poor,  which  office  he  held  several  years,  discharging  its  duties 
acceptably. 

The  two  Messrs.  Holton  are  distinguished  as  mechanics  of  a  high 
order  in  their  trade  as  carpenters  aivd  house-builders.  Aniasa  and 
Harrison  (livens  are  succ^essful  mercliauts,  having  made  great  ad- 
vances on  the  small  means  with  whicli  tlu^y  commenced,  o<^<nipying 
a  splendid  store  and  are  doing  an  extensiA'e  business. 
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H.  J.  Messenger  had  only  the  opportunities  afforded  hy  the  com- 
mon school.  He  and  the  others  of  whom  I  shall  write  derived  all 
their  education  from  such  facilities  as  this  Town  afforded,  except  in 
cases  that  will  1)e  noted  as  we  pass  along.  Mr.  Messenger  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  the  people  ably  and  acceptably. 
He  was  also  chosen  Supervisor,  in  1853.  He  conmienced  the  mer- 
cantile Inisiness  in  East  Yirgil,  in  1839,  in  company  with  William 
Gray,  whom  he  bought  out  in  1840.  He  continued  in  that  depart- 
ment of  business  there,  at  Killawog,and  at  Canandaigua,  till  1857, 
when  he  went  into  banking  with  T.  E.  Hart,  also  formerly  of  Yirgil. 
In  1860  he  returned  to  Cortland  and  established  the  Messenger 
Bank,  and  he  continued  the  same,  doing  a  large  amount  of  business 
in  the  time,  till  his  regretted  failure  a  few  years  since.  He  was 
principally  instrumental  in  erecting  several  large  ])i-ick  blocks,  thus 
giving  an  impetus  to  the  department  of  Iniilding  in  the  village.  He 
is  now  employed  as  Real  Estate  Agent,  and  in  other  responsil)le  de- 
partments of  public  business,  implying  a  large  share  of  public  con- 
fidence. 

Alexander  Mahan  is  nuicli  younger  than  any  other  of  those  men- 
tioned. His  early  prospects  were  not  flattering.  He  engaged  as  an 
aid  in  l)utter  l)uying.  He  afterward  entered  upon  the  same  business, 
also  embracing  other  articles  of  trade,  such  as  wool,  etc.,  on  his  own 
account.  Within  a  few  years  he  has  l)een-  employed  as  book-seller, 
and  has  taken  into  partnership  his  brother-in-law,  David  F,  Wallace. 
Recently,  like  Abraham  and  Lot,  they  have  separated,  and  he  has 
erected  a  splendid  store  near  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  he  is  oc- 
cupying as  a  music  store. 

E.  N.  Johnson  l)egan  as  a  clerk  in  a  small  store  in  East  Virgil. 
He  afterwards  entered  upon  business  on  his  own  account,  in  Homer. 
He  is  now  in  Cortland  doing  a  good  business  in  merchandise,  and  is 
reputed  to  ])e  successful. 

Luce  &  Silverman  are  photographers  and  artists,  holding  a  high 
position  in  that  line.  The  first  named  is  a  native  of  our  Town,  and 
passed  through  a  great  affliction  in  one  of  his  limbs.  It  was  feared 
that  he  would  not  recover ;  Ijut  it  is  extremely  gratifying  to  know 
that  he  has  essentially  recovered,  and  has  attained  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  the  employment  in  which  he  is  engaged.  He  is  yet  young 
and  has  the  good  wishes  and  hopes  of  all  his  friends  for  a  long  and 
useful  life. 
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NUMBER  XXIV. 

Icontimu'  in  tliis  ininilxT,  the  list  of  iiidividnals  dosorvine;  notice, 
who  caine  from  Virgil,  now  living,  or  who  liavc  lived  in  Cort- 
land. Nathan  Smith  was  long  a  resident  in  our  Town.  He  lived 
in  the  eastern  part,  and  in  early  manhood  attached  himself  to  a  com- 
pany of  artillery  then  in  active  service,  being  in  Town,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  office  of  Captain,  and  was  very  active  in  that  position, 
lie  Avas  afterwards  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  later  was  chos- 
en Supei'visor,  in  which  office  his  services  were  acceptable.  He  was 
an  influential  leader  in  the  religious  interests  in  that  portion  of  the 
Town. 

J.imes  S.  Squires  enjoyed  but  limited  means  for  education  in  the 
l()c%'dity  in  which  he  was  reared.  He  was  moved  with  a  strong  de- 
sire for  greater  opportunities,  and  as  the  best  within  his  reach,  he 
resorted  to  the  means  presented  l)y  the  "  Virgil  Literary  Institute, " 
lo(^ated  at  the  Corners,  since  (tailed  the  Village,  hii'ing  liis  l)oard  l)y 
cutting  wood  at  twenty-two  cents  per  cord,  and  doing  it  within  the 
term  of  school.  He  engaged  in  teaching  in  a  back  district  where 
his  services  were  so  acceptable  that  the  term  was  extended.  He 
taught  in  To^\m,  and  in  Pennsylvania  several  terms.  He  at  length 
entered  upon  tlie  mercantile  business,  and  endorsing  for  parties  that 
failed,  his  means  were  exhausted,  and  he  was  a<lvised  to  make  the 
best  terms  practicable  with  his  (^'editors,  settle  u]),  and  couunence 
again  in  some  distant  locality.  He,  however,  declined  this  counsel, 
on  the  princi|)le  that  the  plac-e  to  find  a  thing  is  where  it  is  lost,  and 
remained,  determined  to  pay  \ho  full  amount  <»f  tlie  demands  against 
him,  if  industry  and  economy  would  do  it,  which  was  accom})lished 
in  a  short  time.  This  is  an  example  eminently  \vorthy  of  imitation. 
He  commenced  again  in  the  same  department  on  a  very  small  scale, 
and  was  successful.  He  was  elected  Town  Sn]i(M-intendent  of  Com- 
mon S(*hools,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  with  fidelity  and 
success.  He  afterwar«ls  pui'sued  the  mercantile  Imsiness  in  Cortland, 
till  within  a  few  years,  when  he  retircMJ  fi-om  that  department  and 
])e(!ame  President  of  the  Bank  of  Cortland,  which  ])osition  he  occu- 
pi(Ml  nearly  five  years.  Pie  has  acquired  a  large  property,  of  which 
ho  has  devoted  a  liberal  portion  to  the  erection  of  the  Baptist  Church 
ill   (yortland,   and   to   the   thorough    repairs   juit    ujion    the   Baptist 
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Clmrcli  in  Virgil  during  tlie  past  year.  He  was  very  efficient  and 
influential  in  securing  the  location  of  the  Normal  School  in  Cort- 
land. 

Norman  Chamberlain  began  life  with  small  means,  and  these  were 
soon  put  in  jeopardy  by  endorsing  for  others  who  failed,  by  which 
lie  was  severely  straitened  for  several  years'.  He  was  also  long  af- 
flicted with  sickness  in  his  family.  Possessing  the  courtesy  and  af- 
fability so  well  adapted  to  fit  him  for  the  position  of  clerk  in  a  mer- 
cantile establishment,  he  was  employed  in  sucli  capacity  \)y  the 
Messrs.  Freer,  in  Cortland,  in  tlieir  extensive  store  for  farmers'  sup- 
plies, etc.  He  has  risen  from  that  position  to  be  a  principal  mem- 
ber of  a  firm  that  owns  an  extensive  store  doing  a  very  successful 
business.  He  has  l^een  once  elected  Supervisor  of  Cortlandville, 
wdiere  the  party  to  which  he  belongs  is  greatly  in  the  minority, 
though  it  may  be  said  that  a  local  question  w^as  involved  whicli 
added  to  his  party  strength.  He  has  been  liberal  in  rendering  aid 
in  the  same  particulars  with  Mr.  Squires. 

E.  P.  Slafter  commenced  business  life  like  the  others  named,  with 
slender  means.  His  first  employment  in  active  life  was  as  a  black- 
smith,— he  afterwards  entered  upon  the  mercantile  department,  and 
being  successful,  his  business  enlarged  and  somewhat  changed.  Be- 
ing a  ready  accountant,  he  was  soon  entrusted  with  extensive  ac- 
counts to  collect  and  settle,  and  was  a  few  years  since  the  Cashier 
of  the  National  Bank  in  Cortland,  wdiich  position  he  held  several 
years,  discharging  its  duties  with  skill  and  fidelity.  He  has  been 
active  in  Sabbath  school  matters  ;  lias  been  President  of  the  County 
Sal)bath  School  Association,  and  for  the  past  year  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Sabbath  School  Association.  He 
has  also  been  generous  in  the  l)estowment  of  means  for  the  erection 
and  repairing  of  the  two  churches  l)efore  named.  He  is  now  in  tlie 
store  with  Chamberlain  and  others. 

A.  P.  Smith,  Judge  and  Surrogate  of  Cortland  county,  was  a 
native  of  Virgil.  He  had  the  educational  facilities  afforded  by  our 
Town,  and  commenced  to  teach  with  the  same.  He  afterwards  at- 
tended the  Normal  School  in  Albany,  and  graduated  there.  He 
taught  school  again,  a  few  terms,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  the 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  practice.  He  was  soon  elected  District 
Attorney,  and  later  has  been  chosen  County  Judge,  which  office  he 
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now  liolds.  lie  is  reputed  to  be  a  sound  Inwyer,  and  his  dccisiont^ 
arc  seldom  or  never  reversed.  lie  has  written  and  })nhlished  a  liis- 
torv  of  tlie  76th  Re<j;inient  of  New  I'ork  Vohiiiteci-^,  whicli  re(juired 
inucli  hd)or  and  researcli,  and  is  aecounted  authentic  and  relia])le. 

Irving  W.  Palmer  (;oinir.cneed  tlic  practice  of  law  a  few  years 
since,  and  is  well  repnted  in  the  same. 

Arnold  Stafford  was  successful  in  tlie  acquisition  of  property,  and 
enjoyed  a  good  share  of  public  conlidence,  which  was  evin(ied  l)y  his 
being  cliosen  on  the  building  connnittee  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in 
Cortland;  and  a<-ting  a  prominent  part  in  that  connnittee.  He  died 
very  suddenly,  about  two  years  since. 

C.  P.  Snider  set  up  merchandise  in  Virgil,  and  was  a  courteous,  ac- 
ceptable trader  while  he  remained  with  ns.  Sin(te  he  has  lived  in 
Cortland  he  has  l)een  employed  as  merchant  or  clerk,  and  is  a  good 
business  man. 

E.  F.  Willet  was  an  intelligent  and  estimal)le  citizen.  He  ac- 
(|uir('d  a  good  property,  the  main  part  of  whicli  lie  left  with  his  son, 
and  removed  to  Cortland.  lie  was  once  chosen  Supervisor  of  Vir- 
C;il,  and  was  alsocaptain  in  the  malitia.  He  died  a  few  months  since, 
nnicli  res])ected  and  lamented. 


NIJMBEE  XXV. 

AS  stated  in  my  last  nund)er,  I  had  given  what  I  intended  in 
reference  to  individuals  of  our  Town,  and  was  proceeding 
to  draw  some  practical  reflections  derived  from  the  facts  set  forth 
in  the  previous  numl)ers.  I  have,  however,  come  into  possession  of 
a  fact  in  tlie  notice  taken  of  Jesse  Storrs  which  I  would  have  em- 
ployed Ihen  if  I  could  have  assured  myself  of  its  correctness,  as  I 
would  ])v  very  averse  to  making  statements  unsuppoi-ted  l)y  good 
authority.  I  greatly  desired  then  to  state  the  nund)er  of  acres  nnder 
cultivation  by  Storrs,  Harrison  &  Co.,  in  rearing  trees,  shrubs, 
plants,  vines,  evergreens,  etc.  This  leads  me  to  look  back  a  little 
to  the  origin  of  all,  and  see  "how  great  a  matter  a  little  tire  kind- 
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letli. ''  It  was  stated  in  our  first  notice  that  J.  Storrs  was  a  teacher 
of  some  eminence.  It  was  his  practice  for  several  winters  to  teach 
in  districts  located  from  one  and  one-half  to  two  and  one-half  miles 
from  his  residence — board  himself  and  do  his  own  work — partly 
from  necessity  and  partly  from  the  love  of  the  employment  and  his 
desire  to  advance  the  cause  of  education.  As  stated  l)efore  he  had 
a  partiality  to  finiit-growing,  and  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  apple 
trees  on  a  small  scale,  procuring  his  cions  where  he  could  in  the  re- 
gion around,  and  having  some  whose  worth  had  not  been  properly 
tested,  bearing  names  which  would  now  provoke  a  smile,  and  indi- 
cating the  crude  state  of  the  profession  or  occupation  of  fruit  culture. 
The  writer  having  an  orchard  to  replenish,  dealt  rather  freely  with 
him  in  the  purchase  of  trees.  His  great  care  was  to  he  able  to  as- 
sure the  buyer  that  the  trees  sold  would  be  true  to  the  names  given. 
He  brought  foi-ward  and  gave  currency  to  some  new  varieties, 
among  which  is  the  Munson  Sweet,  previously  known  by  various 
different  names.  Also  the  Hutchings  apple,  which  S.  D.  Storrs 
took  to  New  England  and  gave  it  circulation  through  the  northern 
and  eastern-  New  England  States.  Jesse  Storrs  took  it  to  PainesvilleJ 
Ohio,  and  gave  it  circulation  in  the  northern  and  western  United 
States.  Tlie  parent  tree  is  still  living  within  four  miles  of  the  resi- 
dence of  the  writer.  From  the  small  beginning  described  tlie  in- 
terest has  grown  till  we  find  him  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  the  senior 
partner  in  a  firm  that  cultivates  in  the  rearing  of  fruit  trees,  vines, 
shrubs,  flowering  plants,  evergreens,  etc.,  the  wide  extent  of  four 
hundred  acres  of  land — a  vast  contrast  fi-om  teaching  school  two 
miles  from  home  and  boarding  himself,  at  perhaps,  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  or  traveling  and  keeping  accounts  in  the  interests  of  a 
marble  shop  ten  miles  from  his  family  and  home.  If  there  is  on 
earth  a  more  extensive  nursery,  the  writer  has  failed  to  learn  its 
location.  How  many  apple  and  pear  trees  would  grow  on  four  hun- 
dred acres,  with  rows  three  feet  apart,  and  eight  inches  in  the  row  ? 
How  many  hands  would  be  required  to  cultivate  such  an  area,  keep 
it  from  weeds,  prune,  shape  and  l)alance  the  trees  as  they  are  pro- 
.gressing  toward  the  time  when  they  will  be  fit  to  transplant  ?  What 
a  work  to  fill  orders  for  the  purchase  of  the  products  of  such  a  nur- 
sery, to  be  sent  over  the  wide  area  supplied  by  the  same  !  Without 
wishing  to  invade  the  prerogative  of  some  other  WTiter,  as  the  sub- 
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jcct  is  open,  I  vontiiro  to  iinine  anntlior  man,  wlio,  witli  Mr.  Stovrs, 
lived  in  Virgil  till  its  division,  in  1846,  and  employed  in  active  ma- 
ture life  in  the  same. 

D.  C.  Squires,  an  elder  brother  of  J.  S.  Squires,  of  Cortland, 
claims  Virgil  as  his  birth-place.  Hero  he  acquired  an  education 
with  the  limited  opportunities  enjoyed,  which  has  enabled  him  to 
discharge  the  many  responsible  duties  with  whi(Oi  he  has  been 
charged,  with  signal  ability  and  acceptanc-e.  It  is  said  that  in  his 
early  youth  his  insatiate  desire  for  learning  led  him  to  spen<l  many 
a  night  lying  on  the  hearth-stone  in  the  kitchen,  studying  ])y  the 
light  of  pine  knots  or  candles,  and  then  prosecuting  the  arduous 
labors  of  the  farm  on  the  next  day.  The  appreciative  public  have 
called  on  him  to  act  in  numerous  offices  and  public  trusts,  among 
which  are  the  following:  He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  twenty-eight  3'ears ;  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  the 
Tow^n  fourteen  years ;  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
six  years ;  was  Superintendent  of  S(;hools  several  years,  and  School 
Conunissioner  one  term  ;  was  Justice  of  Sessions  three  years ;  was 
h  MiMiilter  of  Assembly  in  1865,  and  also  in  1872.  And  in  addition 
to  these  several  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  has  had  constantly  on 
hand,  in  progress  of  settlement  for  the  last  ton  years,  the  estates  of 
several  deceased  persons,  im})lying  a  large  share  of  public  conlideneo 
in  his  ability  and  integrity.  He  was  also  largely  instrumental  in 
procuring  the  division  of  the  Town,  and  in  giving  the  name  to  the 
present  town  of  Lapeer,  in  which  he  lives.  Ho  was  also  a  success- 
ful t(^acher  of  common  schools  for  several  terms. 

It  would  1)0  a  pleasure  to  proceed  with  the  names  of  other  jndi- 
vidiuds  in  Ilai-ford  and  Lapeer,  such  as  the  Taintoi's,  HemingM'nys, 
Grays,  Hunts,  etc.,  but  for  the  reason  before  stated  I  shall  forl>ear 
to  do  so. 


NUMBER  XXVI. 

J])roce(Ml  to  extend  the  list  of  those  who  live,  or  have  lived  in 
our  Town,  to  whom  credit  is  due. 
Alexander  McVean  has  lived  in  Town,  and  in  the  adjoining  town 
of  Freetowm,  about  sixty  years.     He  is  a  man  of  good  education  and 
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inforination,  for  the  means  enjoyed ;  has  l)een  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  about  thirty  years ;  is  now  in  that  office,  and  elected  for  an- 
other term  ;  has  been  postmaster  in  East  Virgil  for  many  years,  and 
has  held  other  important  offices ;  is  still  vigorous  at  an  advanced 
age. 

William  Bell  has  been  a  Colonel  in  the  Militia  and  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  two  or  more  terms,  and  has  held  and  acted  in  other  im- 
portant offices. 

Kinne  Grow  was  a  man  of  respectable  talent  and  ability.  He 
was  a  Colonel  in  the  Malitia  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
cut  off  by  death  about  forty  years  since. 

P.  F.  Grow,  brother  of  Kinne  Grow,  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  attainments  and  ability ;  engaged  somewhat  in  school- 
teacliing ;  was  a  Justic^e  of  the  Peace  in  the  town  of  Richford,  I 
think  ;  returned,  and  was  a  partner  in  a  store ;  exerted  much  inffii- 
ence  in  the  Town;  served  as  member  of  the  Legislature  one  term, 
and  acquitted  himself  there  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
He,  also,  died  several  years  since. 

John  Green  was  long  a  resident  here.  His  opportunity  for  edu- 
cation, like  nearly  all  our  men,  was  found  only  in  the  common 
school.  He  commenced  life  with  limited  pecuniary  means,  but  ad- 
van(;ed  steadily  till  he  became  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  on  Luce 
Hill,  so  called,  now  Lapeer,  and  has  since  exchanged  and  lived  in 
several  places ;  still  careful  not  to  get  out  of  hearing  of  Virgil,  and 
now  resides  in  Cortland.  Wlien  he  made  the  purchase  of  the  farm 
on  Luce  Hill,  it  was  a  problem  with  lookers-on  whether  he  would 
be  able  to  meet  the  responsibilities.  When  the  subject  was  up  at  a 
certain  time,  Josiah  Blodgett,  of  the  vicinity,  remarked,  "  that  he 
did  not  know ;  John  was  a  squirmy  fellow. "  By  this  expressit)n 
the  writer  understood  liim  to  mean  that  he  was  a  man  of  eminent 
forecast  and  sagacity.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  he  passed  through  the 
ordeal  and  owned  the  farm.  He  was  Supervisor  of  the  Town  a  year 
or  more,  where  he  acquitted  himself  with  al)ility  and  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  people.  He  lias  since  engaged  much  in  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  cattle,  a  very  useful  employment,  inasmuch  as  it  relieves 
the  farmers  of  their  surplus  stock,  and  promotes  life  and  interest  in 
trade  of  all  kinds,  and  greatly  facilitates  the  circulation  of  money, 
thus  inspiring  hope  and  tln-ift  throughout  the  community.     He  has 
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bong'lit  and  put  upon  tlio  road  to  market,  1,750  lioad  of  cattle  in 
one  season ;  has  liad  tlie  reputation  of  a  fair  dealer,  and  a  man  of 
integrity.  The  writer  was  associated  with  him  in  the  settlement  of 
one  estate,  l)eing  executors  of  Dr.  Green,  liis  father,  which  was  done 
liarmoniouslj  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  intei'csted. 

E(hiiund  Homer  was  tlie  eldest  of  six  children  of  a  poor  family, 
wliose  father  was  (^ssenti;dly  insane.  He  was  thus  at  a  very  early 
age,  providentially  charged  with  the  care  of  a  large  family,  with 
but  very  scanty  means.  With  the  aid  of  his  kind  and  intelligent 
mother,  with  her  labor,  advice  and  encouragement,  and  with  the 
help  of  the  younger  children  as  they  grew  up,  he  was  able  to  save 
the  family  from  severe  suffering,  and  ultimately  to  place  the  whole  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  Tlie  times  were  hard,  and  the  war  of 
1S12-'15  was  upon  the  (country,  yet,  about  that  time  they  w(nit 
into  tlie  unbroken  forest,  three  or  four  miles  from  the  main  settle- 
ment, on  a  high  hill,  a  mile  east  from  the  "  Girdle  Road,"  so  cidlcd, 
}i,nd  erected  a  log  cabin.  They  had  a  chance  to  (dear  land,  fence  it 
and  seed  it  down  to  good  grass,  and  as  a  rennm oration  to  have  as 
many  acres  of  forest.  The  question  of  subsistance  wliile  this  pro- 
cess was  going  on,  would  seem  to  lie  in  order.  The  trees  were  felled, 
made  in  heaps  and  burnt.  The  ashes  were  manufactured  into  salts, 
wliicOi  l)rought  ready  money.  Tliis  solved  the  question  of  provisions, 
at  least  in  part.  But  there  was  industry  and  economy  throughout. 
He  took  up  the  trade  of  the  carpenter,  which  brought  in  some 
means,  and  soon  the  family  were  placed  above  want,  and  a  large 
farm  eml)racing  the  spot  where  the  first  rude  slielter  was  l)uilt,  was 
ac(juired,  and  he  passed  away  some  years  sinc^e,  nmch  respected  and 
lamented,  leaving  a  handsome  property  to  his  successors.  His  aged 
mother  has  since  come  down  to  the  grave,  "  like  a  shock  of  corn 
fully  ripe. " 

Dr.  H.  Bronson.  The  ancestors  of  Di-.  Bronson  came  from  Scot- 
hmd,  in  th(>  early  part  of  the  eigliteenth  century,  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut. Samuel  Bronson  is  recorded  as  having  a  son,  Elisha,  l»oi'n 
in  1718,  the  first  prol>a])ly  liorn  in  this  (Miuntry.  The  same  sinq)le 
names  seem  to  be  repeated  over  and  over  in  the  family  record,  without 
the  introduction  of  a  second  name,  until  we  (u)me  to  that  of  Horace 
Bronson,  who  was  born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  September  8t]i,  1790. 
Hero  his  father  and  o;rnndfather  were  merchants.     From  here  thev 
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reiuovod  to  Vernon,  Oneida,  e.onnty,  N.  Y.,  wlien  lioruee  was  but 
four  or  five  years  old,  and  were  known  as  thrifty  farmers.  It  is 
said  that  he  evinced. a  fondness  for  reading  natural  history,  and  was 
ready  in  common  school  studies,  which  was  properly  encouraged  by 
his  parents,  who  were  competent  to  give  liim  the  l)est  of  parental 
discipline.  He  received  his  collegiate  course  in  Hamilton  College, 
his  father  having  l)een  an  early  donor  to  tliat  institution.  We  can- 
not be  certain  with  whom  he  pursued  most  of  his  private  medical 
studies.  It  was  common  for  him  to  speak  of  Dr.  Noyes  as  his 
teacher  in  chemistry,  and  often  did  he  refer  to  Dr.  Hastings  in  con- 
nection with  his  medical  studies.  After  he  entered  the  medical  col- 
lege the  time  between  the  lecture  terms  was  much  of  it  passed  with 
Prof.  Hadley,  leaving  him  less  time  to  spend  with  a  private  prac- 
titioner as  preceptor.  He  attended  four-  full  courses  of  medical 
lectures,  receiving  his  degi-ee  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  tlie  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  fmd  Surgeons  of  the  Western  District  known  as 
Fairfield  Medical  College,  in  1819,  and  some  time  in  the  next  two 
years,  wliile  on  a  visit  to  his  former  friend  and  acquaintance,  Dr. 
Lewis  Riggs,  then  living  in  Homer,  he  was  advised  by  him  to  locate 
in  the  Town  of  Virgil,  whicli  he  did  soon  after,  and  conunenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  wdiere  he  remained  until  the  close  of  liis 
life,  January  3()tli,  1874.  He  was  received  into  the  Medical  Society 
of  Cortland  county  in  1821.  During  the  latter  yeai's  of  liis  life  he 
did  not  attend  its  meetings  so  frequently  as  formej'ly,  l)ut  always  re- 
tained his  interest  in  its  prosperity,  and  never  failed  to  urge  upon  the 
new  and  younger  meml)ers  the  importance  of  identifying  themselves 
with  its  history.  He  came  into  Town  as  alx)ve  hinted,  in  1820,  and 
has  remained  liere  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  year  or  two,  which 
he  spent  in  Vernon,  his  native  place.  He  was  assiduous  in  his  at- 
tentions to  calls  in  his  profession,  and  never  failed  to  attend  on  ac- 
count of  indigence  in  those  who  made  their  calls  on  him  for  medical 
aid.  He  was  very  foj-beariug  to  those  whom  he  liad  aided,  and  lost 
much  in  the  delinquency  of  his  patients.  He  was  generally  ac- 
counted skillful  and  was  very  tenacious  of  what  was  termed  the 
"  regular  practice. "  He  was  a  good  citizen  and  hospitalde  to  his 
acquaintances  and  generous  to  tlie  needy.  He  was  a  friend  to  the 
cause  of  education,  and  very  fond,  especially  of  the  science  of  Geol- 
ogy, and  collected  a  large  amount  of  specimens  of  minerals.     He 
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was  a  strono;  fi-icnd  of  tlic  toiiipornncc  Mnd  kiTidrcd  I'cforiDiitorv 
causes.  lie  has  sustained  a  good  reputation  as  a  man  of  integrity 
and  hoiiesty.  He  experienced  tlie  premonitory  indications  of  his 
last  sickness  several  years  previous  to  the  time  when  it  came.  It 
came  in  the  spring  and  summer  seasons  of  1.S73,  which  tormin;ited 
his  valua])le  life  on  January  30th,  1874. 

J<thu  Tyler  cnmo  into  Town  in  ISOfi.  Pie  has  lived  here  nnd  in 
the  adjoining  town  of  l>ryden  since,  lie  has  alwjiys  had  the  rcjui- 
tation  of  unquestioned  integrity.  He  has  been  a  main  pillar  in  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  long  a  prominent 
member;  and  now,  at'the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  is  a  principal 
su])]K>rter  of  the  interests  of  the  Church,  in  Sab])ath-scliool  aiul 
prayer  meeting  devotions.  He  is  remark^hly  healthy  in  appearance, 
doubtless  o\nng  in  a  good  measure  to  his  fidelity  to  temperance 
]>rinciples.  It  is  hoped  that  his  life  may  be  ])rolonged  y(^t  for  years 
to  come. 

Hart  Edwards,  son  of  Rufus  and  Harriet  C.  Edwards,  was  born 
about  184f>.  He  grew  up  a  (iandid,  thoughtful  child,  attentive  to 
the  instnu^tion  of  his  parents  and  teachers,  an  assiduous  scholar  in 
the  Sabbath-school,  and  around  whom  the  hopes  and  affections  of 
parents  and  friends  clustered.  In  earh"  youth,  however,  he  ]>egan 
to  decline  in  health,  and  no  relief  being  found,  he  soon  passed  away. 
Near  the  time  of  his  departure,  having  some  funds  at  his  disposal, 
]\o  ])ro]iosed  to  bestow  Hfty  dollars  to  replenish  tlie  Sa])l)ath-school 
lil)i'ary  in  liis  native  Town  of  Virgil.  When  al>out  coming  to  this 
conchision,  he  looked  up  to  his  mother,  and  asked,  in  childish  sim- 
plicity— "  Ma,  do  you  think  they  \v\\\  remember  \uo  if  I  do  this  ?  " 
We  answer,  Yes,  we  will  rememl»er  yon,  dear  Hart. 

John  Frank  was  born  in  the  autunm  of  1797,  consequently  is  now 
moi-e  tlum  eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  the  first  child  ])orn  in  Town, 
who  lived  to  grow  u]).  He  was  ennnently  familiar  with  the  hard- 
ships of  tlie  early  settlement  of  the  new  country.  His  op])ortimity 
for  gaining  an  ediu'ation  was  like  that  of  other  youth  of  the  time, 
but  being  very  studious  he  gained  (Miougli  to  make  his  acquisitions 
resjtectable.  Some  fifty  or  more  years  since  he  cfntnnenced  tlie 
study  of  medicine,  being  his  own  instructor.  He  commenced  prac- 
ticing in  his  own  way,  which,  we  Ixdieve,  is  called  Eclectic.  He 
soon  removed  to  Owegq,  wher(>  he  has  resided  and  practiced  since. 
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He  lias  alwuys  onjojed  excellent  liealth,  and  now,  at  his  advanced 
age  presents  a  remarkably  fresh  and  vigorous  appearance.  He  has 
always  sustained  a  reputation  for  unsullied  integrity.  He  made  pro- 
fession of  religion  in  1820,  and  attached  himself  to  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  this  place,  and  still  hohls  connection  with  that  of 
the  same  name  in  Owego. 

David  E,.  Barton  was  born  in  this  Town,  and  rose  from  a  rather 
obscure  origin  to  be  somewhat  eminent  in  his  occupation.  After 
rising  to  manhood  he  went  to  the  county  of  Kockland,  N.  Y.,  and 
failing  to  find  employment  that  suited  him,  he  returned  and  settled 
in  Rochester.  There  he  came  to  be  an  efficient  aid  in  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation, and  engaged  in  Imilding  up  and  establishing  an  extensive 
and  celebrated  edge-tool  factory.  He  died  a  few  years  since,  leav- 
ing a  very  salutary  influence  to  follow  him. 

William  Woodward,  with  poor  advantages,  became  a  school  teadi- 
er,  and  also  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  office  he  was  true  to 
the  temperance  cause ;  was  a  good  clerk  and  accountant,  and  died  a 
few  years  since,  in  Elmira. 

In  a  previous  number  it  was  stated  that  the  Pre8])yterian  Church 
in  Town  had  received  al)Out  three  hundred  members.  Estimating 
that  all  the  other  churches  had  received  twice  that  number,  the 
whole  amount  would  be  nine  hundred  gathered  together.  They 
would  constitute  a  rather  large  company.  If  to  these  are  added 
those  whose  brief  l)iographies  have  been  given,  and  admitting  that 
though  not  all  these  are  experimental  Christians,  yet  all  in  a  measure 
controlled  by  the  public  sentiment  created  by  the  churches,  the 
question  may  well  arise :  Have  the  churches  lived,  labored,  strug- 
gled and  prospered  in  vain  i  Is  it  not  worth  while  still  to  labor 
and  strive  for  their  success  'i 


NUMBER  XXVII. 

AFTER  an  interim  of  about  three  years,  I  resume  the  "  Letters 
from  Virgil."  It  was  thought  that  about  enough  of  biog- 
raphy had  been  written,  but- on  further  reflection  I  have  concluded 
to  give  something  additional.     The  flrst  person  of  whom  I  will 
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spotik  WMS  a  (laiiiihtor  of  the  writer.  It  iriiLclit  Ix'  tli(»ii<;-lit  that  deli- 
cacy would  forl)id  ;  1)ut  tlie  oxcuwe  of  relntioiisliip  does  not  Bntisfy 
those  who  desire  to  haAO  it  doiu;,  8o  I  waive  that  consideration,  and 
will  ijive  a  few  it(Mns  in  the  history  of  Lonisa  Bonton,  wlio  died  on 
the  11th  of  Marcli  18-16,  aged  twenty-one  years.  She  manifested 
very  early  an  ardent  desire  for  edncation,  and  having  a  very  sna- 
ce])tible  mind,  lier  advancement  was  very  rapid.  Her  opportunities 
for  acquisition  were  rather  limited,  though  they  were  the  hest  that 
the  family  could  afford,  and  she  had  the  great  privilege,  as  she 
esteemed  it,  of  attending  the  academy  at  Homer  during  one  tei-m. 
Aside  fi-om  this,  her  opportunities  were  only  such  as  were  afforded 
hy  the  scliools  of  her  native  Town.  She  commenced  teaching  in 
district  schools  wlien  very  young,  and  continued  tlms  employed,  wath 
some  interi'uptions,  till  she  was  taken  with  her  last  sickness  in  De- 
cember, 1845.  She  was  very  partial  to  the  study  of  astronomy,  and 
Would  frequently  observe  and  adinire  the  appearance  and  relation 
of  the  lieavenly  bodies,  considering  them  as  setting  forth  and  pro- 
claimiiig  the  ])()wer,  wisdom,  skill,  and  goodness  of  the  Great  Arclii- 
tcct.  She  was  early  tlie  su])ject  of  religious  impressions,  and  made 
a  pul)li(^  profession  of  religion,  uniting  witli  the  church  in  wliicli  she 
was  I'eared  in  the  16th  year  of  lun-  age.  She  was  very  nuu^h  cstcenuid 
for  h(M- services  in  the  churcli,  Sal>I)ath-scliool,  etc.,  and  was  ethcient 
in  lier  lal)ors  for  tlie  promotion  of  tlie  cause  of  temperance  and 
kindred  l)enevolent  enterprises.  Slie  was  filial,  kind,  and  loving  in 
her  asso(nations,  and  benevolent  to  all.  Slic^  died  in  peace,  givatly 
lamented.  Tlie  funeral  was  attended  by  Rev.  II.  R.  Dunham,  of 
Coi'tlnnd,  of  clierislied  memory  in  the  clnu'ch,  who  preached  a  ser- 
mon of  tenderness  and   h>ve  from  tliose  e\])ressive  words,  "  rlesus 

W<^])t.''' 

Aima  Slieerar,  the  daugliter  of  Jolm  and  Susanna  Slieerar,  was 
l)oni  about  tlie  year  184/5.  She  grew  up  a  kind,  sprightly,  loving 
girl,  fond  of  l)ooks  and  reading,  aji  attentive,  diligent  scholar  in 
tlie  conution  school  and  the  Sabl)ath-school,  and  connuenced  early 
as  teacher  in  the  f<u'mei'.  She  was  an  a('('ept;d)l(^  and  successful 
t(Micher,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  profession  with  great 
Hdc^litv  and  zeal.  Owing  to  her  arduous  labors  and  exposures 'in 
this  calling,  her  health  failed  and  she  was  for  a  time  an  invalid. 
She,  however,  recovered  ess(^utiallv,  and  was  married  to  a   Mr.  Be- 
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man,  and  settled  in  PennsvlvuniH,  where  she  lived  eminently  beloved 
for  a  feM'  years,  and  then  tiled  very  suddenly,  to  the  u;i'eat  grief  of 
her  surviving  parents,  friends,  and  acquaintane.es  generally.  She 
had  made  profession  of  religion  some  y<3ars  previous  to  her  death,  a 
profession  which  she  adorned  with  a  g<jdly  life  and  much  activity 
in  the  service  of  her  Divine  Master. 

Mary  C.  Leach,  the  daughter-  of  Amos  E.  and  Rel)ecca  Leech, 
was  born  about  the  year  1845.  Hei-  advantages  for  education  were 
only  equal  to  those  enjoyed  l)y  the  avei-age  child  of  our  town.  She 
was  studious,  and  gained  such  proficiency  that  at  an  early  age  she 
engaged  in  teachings  with  acceptance.  She  attended  with  her 
school  on  the  annual  Town  convention  of  schools  held  in  some  cen- 
tral and  connnodious  place,  where  the  teachers  were  not  onlj^  ex- 
pected to  make  a  display  with  their  sch<jlars,  but  to  present  some 
important  exercises  on  their  own  account.  On  one  such  occasion 
the  writer  was  present.  When  the  turn  of  Miss  Leech  (;ame,  she 
(concentrated  what  she  had  to  say  on  the  Power  of  a  Word,  its  influ- 
ence for  good  or  evil  extending  to  the  end  of  time.  When  once 
spoken  it  could  not  l»e  i-ecalled.  How  unspeakably  important,  then, 
that  no  word  be  uttered  except  wisely  and  appropiiately.  She  pro- 
ceeded with  other  and  like  inferences,  in  a  manner  which  made  the 
exercise  very  impressive.  She  was  the  subjet^t  of  religious  impres- 
sions in  early  life,  which  resulted  in  a  Christian  profession  and  her 
uniting  with  the  Congi-egational  church,  as  did  the  other  two  young 
ladies  wliose  l)iographies  are  set  forth  in  this  connnunication.  She 
was  exposed  to  the  hardships  of  the  teacher,  and  was  feeble  for 
several  years  in  consequence  of  the  same.  She  afterwards  married 
a  young  man  whose  name  was  Dorward.  Her  health  was  never 
fully  restored,  and  after  lingering  some  few  years,  looking  to  her 
Saviour  for  support,  she  died  about  two  years  since  in  the  triumph 
of  the  Christian  faith. 

Thus  died  three  shining  lights  in  the  same  small  church,  within  a 
few  years,  in  yoiith,  witli  the  hopes  of  their  associates  resting  upon 
them  for  great  usefulness  in  the  pr-oinotion  of  the  interests  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom  in  the  woi-ld. 

One  object  in  grouping  togethei-  these  tliree  biogra})hies  is  to  set 
forth  in  one  view  the  evils  resulting  from  the  pra(;tice  that  then 
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<)l>tniTU'(l  of  foiiiMlo  teacliers  "  bojirdirio'  round,"  ;is  (n'ory  one  of  tliose 
u:;ii-ls  conti-acted  the  diseavse  of  which  she  died  from  exposures  iiu'i- 
deiit  to  this  practice.  It  wms  iijenernlly  made  a  condition  in  the 
contnict  in  takint!;  a  scliool  for  tlie  winter,  that  the  teaclier  shonhl 
he  (^ai-ried  to  the  scliool-lionse  in  stormy  weatlier  and  bad  travelini^ ; 
hnt  it  was  often  diihcnlt  to  secure  the  performance  of  the  contract. 
Hence  the  hunentahh^  consequence  in  the  sic^kness  and  di^atli  of  the 
tcachcn*,  as  in  the  cas(?s  herein  stated. 

])e  Ette  Uhamherlain  was  alxmt  tlie  a|>;c  of  Anna  Sheerar,  and 
tlie  intimacy  hetween  tliem  was  vei-y  stroni>;.  Slie  was  an  accept- 
nl)l('  scliool  teaclier,  and  died  a  sliort  time  aJfter  tlie  death  of  her 
friend  Anna.  She  made  early  profession  of  i-elio-ion.  So  it  may 
be  said  that  they  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their  lives,  and  in  thcnr 
deaths  they  were  not  far  separated. 
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J  will  iijive  anothci'  l)io<iTaphi(tal  sketch  or  two,  whicli  I  think 
will  be  found  to  contain  something  of  interest. 
S.  I).  Storrs  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Jesse  Stori-s,  of  Vii"i>;il,  and 
grew  up  with  the  ordinary  op])ortunities  of  common  school  (nluca- 
tion.  On  arriving  at  majority,  he  felt  desirous  of  great(>r  (Mluca- 
tional  ]>rivileg(»s,  and  entered  a  sch(M>l  called  the  Vii'gil  Literary 
Institute,  in  the  sam(>  Town,  whose  design  was  to  give  to  connnon 
school  teachers  an  (>])})ortunity  to  become  ix'tter  versed  in  the 
braiuOies  taught  in  the  common  S(!hools ;  and,  g(^nerally,  to  afford  to 
those  who  wished  a  chance  for  im]U'ovement.  There  he  engaged 
earnestly  in  tlie  studies  ])ursued,  and,  at  the  a])proach  of  winter,  en- 
gaged in  teaching  a  common  schor)l  in  the  Town.  The  time  had 
now  come  to  det(M-mine  on  his  vocation  for  lif(\  He  opened  his 
mind  to  his  teachei-,  uianifesting  his.  desire  to  attain  a  thorough 
education,  hut  f(>lt  the  scantiness  of  his  means.  The  answer  of  the 
teacher  was,  that  he  coiild  say  that  in  his  youth  he  had  himself  the 
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same  desire,  l>ut  was  held  l)a-ek  l)_y  the  same  reason,  lie  now  wished 
that  he  liad  exerted  himself  and  gained  an  education.  This  answer 
decided  him  to  proceed  and  eni^age  in  tlie  strnggle.  He  taught 
school,  cultivated  fruit-trees,  and  employed  himself  in  winters  and 
in  vacations,  thus  gaining  means  to  defray  his  expenses  at  the  Acad- 
emy at  Homer.  There,  his  circumstances  l)eing  known,  he  was 
aided  by  occasional  loans  by  Jedediah  Barl)er,  Dr.  Bradford  and  per- 
haps others.  Though  offered  aid  by  benevolent  societies,  he  uni- 
formly declined  the  same  during  the  whole  coui'se  of  his  study,  that 
he  might  be  free  to  pursue  the  calling  that  seemed  best  to  him  when 
he  should  leave  school.  He  entered  college  in  New  England,  where 
he  supported  himself  in  part  l^y  the  cultivation  of  a  nursery  of  fruit- 
trees,  and  took  a  thorough  course  in  the  college  and  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  To  l)e  prepared  for  usefulness  in  life  was  the  one 
object  which  he  had  in  mind,  and  since  entering  the  ministry  he  has 
found  use  for  his  mental  and  physical  powers,  and  has  never  regret- 
ted tlie  years  spent  in  study.  During  the  three  years  spent  in  the 
Seminary,  the  troubles  in  Kansas  conunenced,  and,  with  tlu-ee  of  his 
classmates,  he  chose  that  state  as  the  tield  for  lal)or  in  the  mission 
work.  In  pursuance  of  his  design,  he  went  thitliei-,  arriving  in  Oct., 
1857,  juid,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  with  the  Congregational 
church  in  Atchison,  after  they  ]>ecame  self-sustaining,  ajul  one  year 
in  Soutli-Western  Iowa,  he  has  l)een  wholly  engaged  in  mission 
work  in  that  State.  Since  the  15th  of  January^  1872,  he  has  been 
Superintendent  of  Missions  in  Kansas,  under  the  care  of  the  Ameri- 
can Home  Missionary  Society,  and  has  130  churclies  under  his  care. 
During  the  year  1875,  he  traveled  about  25,000  miles  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  involved.  He  has  been  in  the  ministry  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  is  about  iifty-seven  years  of  age.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  his  usefulness  may  l)e  long  continued. 

One  object  of  the  writer  of  these  letters  is  to  give  encf)uragement 
to  young  men  in  enterprise  and  thrift ;  and  in  looking  over  the  Town, 
his  mind  has  seemed  to  settle,  for  a  specimen,  on  our  young  merch- 
ant, W.  A.  Holton.  He  was  1»orn  ajid  raised  in  this  Town,  with  no 
remarkable  advantages  for  education.  His  father  died  while  he  was 
yet  young,  consequently  the  (^are  of  his  rearing  and  education  rested 
on  his  mother.     He  was  inclined  to  study,  and  made  sucli  acquis!- 
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tions  tlint  he  taui>:ht  six  terms  in  sctliool  with  jKtc.optftiic-c.  He  was, 
however,  partial  to  the  mercantile  profession,  and  went  into  partniM-- 
sliip  with  a  merchant  in  the  place,  Mr.  A.  H.  Peckham,  and  e/>n- 
tinned  with  him  three  ^^ears,  when  thev  separat^^d.  The  writer  met 
him  afterwanis  on  the  road,  when  he  said  it  was  in  his-niind  to 
Imild  a  store  on  ti\e. ground  vacated,  or  soon  U>  be  so,  wliich  B.  J. 
Jones  had  ocxnipied.  He  wislied  t^  put  up  a  building  that  would  be 
an  honor  to  the  place  and  convenient  and  commodious  for  the  pur- 
pose designed.  He  said  it  would  take  all  his  means  to  build  the 
store,  and  that  he  should  have  to  take  credit  to  supply  the  same 
with  goods.  He  proceeded,  and  built  an  elegant  st<)re-lK)use  and 
tilled  it  with  goods,  has  had  a  fair  portion  of  th"e  To^\^l  trade,  sus- 
tains the  reputation  of  a  fair  dealer,  and  is  likely,  so  far  as  we  can 
see,  to  be  aide  to  cancel  his  indel)tedness  in  the  near  future.  He 
has  been  honored  by  the  people  of  the  Town  witli  the  offices  of 
Town  Clerk  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  about  thirty  years  of 
age. 

James  H.  Shults,  son  of  David  Shults,  was  also  reared  in  this 
Town.  He  grew  up  with  the  ordinary  facilities  for  acquiring  an 
education.  He  became  desirous  of  making  acquisitions  in  educa- 
tion, and  progressed  so  well  that  he  graduated  at  the  Normal  School, 
and  ultimately  whs  placed  in  the  same  institution  as  a  Professoi", 
"which  position  he  occupied  for  a  year  or  two,  when  he  was  induced 
to  resign  his  place,*with  a  view  to  accept  a  call  to  the  princnpalship 
and  chair  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  High  Scliool, 
at  ii  salary  of  $2,000,  and  will  leave  very  sooii  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in  that  city.  This  resignation  of  his  position  in  the  Cortland 
Normal  Scliool  is  nmch  regretted. 

Though  it  may  1k'  thought  that  the  list  of  eminent  in(Uviduals, 
nained  in  previous  numlx'rs,  as  former  or  presc^nt  residents  of  our 
T<»Avn,  hits  ])een  rather  exhaustive,  yet  there  are  those  remaining 
that  I  would  have  noticed  but  for  want  of  space.  Among  these  is 
Dr.  Miller,  of  East  Virgil,  the  lecturer  on  physiology,  and  the  ven- 
erable N.  11.  J^ocke,  formerly  our  PostTuaster,  and  father  of  Nasby, 
the  editor  of  the  Toledo  Bl(f(hf. 
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NUMBER  XXIX. 

WHAT  I  have  written  of  distinguished  personages  of  our 
Town,  closes  what  I  had  designed  to  say  on  that  sub- 
ject— not  that  the  list  could  not  be  extended,  but  it  has  not  been 
my  intention  to  exhaust  tlie  subject,  but  to  leave  something  to  be 
said  by  others. 

The  question  now  arises,  Why  should  Virgil  and  other  rural  dis- 
tricts produce  a  greater  number  of  eminent  individuals  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population  than  cities  and  large  villages  ?  No  one  who 
has  given  much  thought  to  this  question  will  doubt  the  fact  implied. 
If  you,  or  any  one,  should  go  to  Syracuse  and  trace  to  their  origin, 
tlie  distinguished  men  there,  it  will  be  found  that  a  large  percentage 
of  tlie  same  have  come  from  Pompey  ;  and  the  like  will  be  the  result 
of  any  investigation  that  shall  be  made  from  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Washington  and  all  the  large  cities  and  villages  in  our  country. 
Why  is  this  ?  Do  not  the  cities  and  villages  furnish  greater  facili- 
ties to  the  youtli  to  become  eminent  than  the  rural  towns  and  dis- 
tricts '{  Certainly.  Tlie  question  then  returns — What  makes  the 
difference  ?  A  short  incident  said  to  have  occurred  in  some  of  the 
past  ages  will  illustrate  this  point,  and  lead  to  a  true  solution.  It 
is  said  that  a  certain  king  had  a  wise  counselor  whose  services  he 
liighly  valued,  and  felt  that  liis  aid  in  the  government  was  indispen- 
sable. This  counsellor  asked  of  the  king  permission  to  be  absent  a 
year  or  two.  The  king  remonstrated.  The  minister  answered,  he 
had  a  son  who  had  arrived  at  an  age  that  required  that  he  should 
give  him  the  learning  and  instruction  indispensable  to  his  usefulness 
and  respectability  in  future  life ;  and  he  wanted  the  time  asked  for 
to  give  Mm  the  learning  and  discipline  so  necessary  for  him.  The 
king  said,  Go !  but  take  my  son  along  that  he  may  share  the  same 
opportunity.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  wise  man  returned  with 
the  lads,  and  presented  them  to  the  king.  The  king  proceeded  to 
examine  the  two  young  men,  wlien  he  found  that  his  own  son  was 
greatly  inferior  in  acquisitions  to  the  son  of  the  councelor.  He 
inquired  for  the  cause.  The  councelor  answered  that  they  had 
shared,  equally,  in  his  instructions ;  but  he  said  that  while  his  own 
son  had  improved  liis  opportunities,  sensible  that  he  must  depend 
upon  his  own  eff<jrts  for  success  and  advancement  in  life,  lie  could 
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not  coTKreal  from  the  son  of  the  kinfi,  tlu'  fact  tliat  tlic  people 
would  be  dependent  on  liim,  instead  of  his  hein*;  dependent  on 
the  people,  for  suceess  and  distinetion  in  life.  The  children  and 
yonth  in  cities  and  villao;es  fail,  in  a  majority  of  cases  to  appreciate 
their  privileges,  and  allows  tliose  from  the  rural  districtts  to  outstrip 
them  in  the  race  for  advancement  and  distinction.  They  are  de- 
ceived and  flattered  by  their  position,  shirk  their  lessons  and  ex- 
aminations held  to  test  their  progress,  and  lc;ave  s(^hool  greatly  in 
the  rear  of  those  wnth  fewvr  facilities;  and  tind,  when  too  late,  their 
irretrievable  loss.  Here  is  another  illustratifm  of  a  remark  in  a 
preceding  nnmlx^r,  "  that  the  merit  of  success  is  in  proportion  to 
ol  (stacles  overcome." 
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J  shall  not,  in  this  nund)er,  enlarge  on  the  list  of  in(Hvi(hials  from 
this  Town  deserving  to  l)e  noticed  witii  credit,  though  I  might 
do  so  witliout  exhausting  tlu'  suliject,  lint  proceed  to  inquire  for  the 
main  cause  why  we  have  so  enviable  a  i-e(tord  to  present.  Allusion 
has  been  made  to  some  facts  connet^ted  here ;  but  the  main  one  has 
not  been  presented.  All  the  advant^e  whi(!h  our  rai*e  has  made  in 
intelligence  and  morals  is  tra(H'able  to  the  influ(>nce  of  the  Gospel 
or  the  Christian  religion. 

•  Would  any  one  presume  to  say  that  witliout  this  instrumentality 
numerous  individuals  would  rise  above  the  mass,  and  make  such  a 
showiny:  in  the  world  (  It  is  the  c/turch  and  the  .wlwol-hoiise  to 
which  we  must  refer  when  searching  for  these  eminent  and  desir- 
able results. 

A  young  friend  of  tlie  writei*  returned  from  a  s(U'ies  of  services 
which  h(^  had  rendere<l  in  tlie  (construction  of  the  railroad  connect- 
ing the  two  oceans  at  the  Isthnms  of  Darien,  la1)(»ring  on  depots 
and  bridges;  aud  stated,  in  tlie  account  oi  the  }K'(>ple  in  that  local- 
ity, that  they  had  no  meetings  or  schools  and  were  very  much  de- 
based. So  it  would  be  in  any  locality  witliout  the  means  allude<l 
to.     This  is  not  said  ostentatiously,  as  though  I  would  repi-esent  th 
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religious  or  scientific  privileges  here  ever  were  renuirkHble.  Far 
from  it.  The  commencement  was  made  amid  great  disadvantages, 
and  the  progress  has  been  with  weakness,  difficulty  and  sacrifice. 
Very  few  Sabbaths  have  passed  since  1802,  when  religious  services 
were  not  held.  Rev.  Seth  Williston  was  early  on  the  ground  to 
watch  for  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  sparse  population.  He  was 
here  in  1802,  and  called  together  those  who  were  favorable  to  the 
interests  of  religion,  and  proposed  to  them  the  question,  whether 
they  would  choose  to  have  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
whether  they  would  endeavor  to  sustain  them.  He  was  a  mission- 
ary, and  could  not  be  present  very  frequently.  He  must  see  to 
matters  of  the  kind  in  other  places,  as  Homer,  Dryden,  Lisle, 
etc.  The  people  responded  to  the  suggestion,  and  agreed  tf)  assem- 
l)le  on  the  Sabbath  and  hold  services,  having  obtained  the  consent 
of  James  Wood,  <jf  Dryden,  and  Prince  Freeman  of  this  Town,  to 
be  present  and  offer  prayer,  and  James  Glenny  to  read  sei-mons. 
The  few  who  attended  gatliered  from  an  area  of  some  eight  to  ten 
miles.  They  heard  and  united  with  the  prayers  of  tliose  devoted 
men,  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  sermons,  and  were  edified,  and 
united  in  singing  the  praises  of  God,  led  l)y  tliat  practiced  and  able 
singer,  Moses  Rice,  Esq.  The  interest  V»ecame  sucli  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liston considered  the  time  to  liave  come  to  unfurl  the  standard  of 
the  Cross,  and  he  proceeded  to  organize  a  clnirch  of  eight  members, 
three  of  whom  lived  in  Dryden,  four  to  five  miles  distant  from  the 
place  of  meeting.  This  was  done  on  the  28th  of  February,  1805, 
styled  the  First  Congregational  church  in  Yirgil.  The  ('hurch  was 
without  stated  preaching  several  years.  They  felt  severely  their 
destitute  condition,  which  will  be  seen  by  the  following  vote,  passed 
December,  1806  :  "  That  the  church  will  see  to  the  satisfying  of 
Rev.  W.  Darrow,  for  two  Sabbaths'  service  a  year,  at  five  dollars  a 
Sabbath,  to  attend  on  Sacu'amental  occasions,  and  alst)  to  take  the 
oversight  of  the  clnirch  for  the  present." 

The  following  are  the  names  of  some  of  the  early  fathers  who 
have  long  since  gone  to  their  rest :  Silas  Lincoln,  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, Jotham  and  Benjamin  Glazier,  Benjamin  Cleaveland,  John 
E.  Roe,  Eli  Pickit,  Simeon  Lu(;e,  Jeptha  Branch  and  Thomas  Luce. 
Some  of  the  mothers  in  Israel  were  Charlotte  Roe,  Lucinda  Ed- 
wards,   Hannah    Sheldon,   Hephzibah   Osborn,   Lydia   Glazier  and 
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Prudence  Boiiton.  Tlie  {^Imreh  stiT.<i;u:;led  on  tln-ongli  viirious  difficul- 
ties, with  preachinti;  part  of  the  time,  meeting  in  various  jiLices 
where  they  coukl,  after  the  "Center  School-house"  was  Imrnt  in 
1818,  till  the  present  meeting-house  could  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
This  was  put  up  in  1821.  It  was  two  or  three  years  before  it  was 
enclosed  and  made  comfortable,  and  it  was  not  seated  till  1831. 
Its  location,  near  the  old  buryiug-ground,  was  found  inconvenient, 
and  it  was  removed  to  its  present  site  in  1834.  Al>out  300  mem- 
bers have  been  added  to  'the  church,  the  greatest  share  of  whom 
have  passed  away  or  removed,  so  that  its  numl)er  of  resident  mem- 
l)ei's  is  less  than  thirty.  In  1871,  thorough  repairs  were  put  upon 
the  church  edifice.  It  is  now  respecta))le  in  appearance,  and  is  ver}^ 
comfortable  and  convenient.  The  ministers  who  have  preached 
statedly  in  the  church  are  Rev.  Messrs.  Wallace,  Hitchcoc^k,  Dun- 
ning, Robertson,  Bradford,  Bliss,  Chaffee,  Headley,  Walcott, 
Tluwrher,  Bonson,  Bates,  Otis,  Kinney,  Burgess,  Marsludl,  Ray- 
mond, Humphreys  and  Knieskern. 
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I  now  proceed  to  give  some  facts  in  tjie  history  of  otlier  churches 
in  our  Town.  A  Baptist  clnu-ch  was  constituted  in  August, 
1807.  Tliey  held  meetings  in  private  houses,  school-houses,  barns, 
etc.,  and  had  preaching  from  Elders  Whipple,  Bennet,  of  Homer, 
Peter  and  William  Powers  and  Robinson,  till  a]>out  1826  or  '27, 
wlicn  it  was  dislninded,  and  re-organized  June  23,  1830.  In  1831 
they  built  a  very  rcspectalde  church  e<lifice.  Tlie  progress  of  the 
church  was  with  much  lal)or  and  sacrifice,  and  in  several  periods  the 
prospects  were  dark  ;  but  the  church  has  continued  with  varied 
scenes  of  adversity  and  prosperity  till  the  ]u-esent  time ;  and  during 
the  last  year,  the  church  edifice  has  l)een  so  th(troughly  repaire<l  as 
to  be  as  good  as  new,  and  was  dedicated  in  February  last.  It  pre- 
sents an  imposing  appearance  to  the  traveler  approaching  fi-om  the 
north  or  east,  and  its  internal  stnu-ture  corrc^sponds  with  its  outward 
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Mppearaiice.  Tlio  clnirc]!  luis  the  lal)ors  of  ity  rofciident  niiuistor, 
Elder  Phillips,  witli  a  liood  attendance,  and  appearances  are  en- 
conraging.  The  early  fatliers  and  mothers  in  the  (-hnrch  were  ear- 
nest and  persevering.  They  !issend)led  from  Sabbath  to  Sabl>ath, 
and  heard  preaching,  when  they  could  liave  it,  and  otherwise,  the 
time  of  service  was  improved  in  devotional  exercises  of  prayer,  sing- 
ing and  conference.  The  writer  remembers  the  singing  with  mnch 
interest,  when  siicli  of  their  mmiber  as  Peter  Powers  and  Jesse 
Johnson  and  tlieir  wives  wonh]  engage  in^inging  psahns  and  liymns 
in  sncli  times  as  Mear,  Old  Hundred,  Windham  and  Coronation, 
witli  their  honest  faces  directed  upward  with  earnest  devotion,  while 
they  dwelt  witli  emj)hasis  on  tlie  hmg  notes  peculiar  to  sucli  tunes. 
Some  of  the  fatliei-s  were  Sanmel  Kingman,  living  whei-e  Robert  . 
Purvis  now  resides  in  Harfoi'd,  and  Prince  Freeman,  living  where 
his  son  Elijali  now  lives,  on  Luce  Hill,  who  were  the  deacons.  Iiol>- 
ert  Ryan,  living  on  the  State  road,  Jt)lm  Snyder,  on  Snyder  Hill, 
Moses  Olmsted  and  Natlian  Foster,  about  a  mile  westerly  from  the 
Corners,  ^ul(l  Juba  Smith  aiul  otliers  in  diiferent  directions  around. 
The  Sa1)batli  was  siu'e  to  find  them  gathered  from  tlieir  distant 
h«mies  to  some  place  agreed  upon,  where  they  would  h(»ld  tlieir 
services  and  imj)art  to  each  other  words  of  encouragement,  admoni- 
tion and  consolation.  All  these,  having  served  their  generation, 
have  long  since  gone  to  their  i-est,  yet  their  names  have  left  a  savor 
behind  which  will  j'cmain  with  the  present  generation  so  longas  any 
shall  live  to  retain  a  remembi-ance  of  tliem. 

The  ministers  preaching  statedly  since  its  re-organi;cation  have 
been  Elders  Andrews,  Robinsctn,  Clark,  Ainsworth,  Cole,  Jones, 
Lyon,  l)e  Witt,  Mann,  Stark,  Crosson,  aiul  perhaps  others.  Two 
of  the  ancient  men  came  to  their  death  very  suddenly,  eacli  by  the 
fall  of  a  tree, — Deacon  Kingnum,  in  the  early  part  of  1816,  and 
Elder  Iiol>inson,  about  forty  years  siiute.  It  is  estimated  that  their 
present  number  is  iAnmt  /orfy. 

The  Methodists  held  meetings  frequently,  and  had  preaching  from 
Rev.  G.  W.  Densmore  and  others,  previous  to  1880.  In  that  year 
there  was  nnich  i-eligio'us  interest  among  them,  and  many  were  ad- 
ded to  their  number.  In  1881,  their  present  churcli  editice  was 
built.  Previous  to  1880,  they  held  meetings  at  Mr.  Hannah's  juid 
at  Wm.  Keeclfs.     Afterwards,  their  meetings  were  at  Esq.  West's, 
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and  at  Tlioma.-  Mott's.  The  nuiuenms  ineetin^^s  held  in  1880 
were  had  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  then  standing  near  the  old 
hnrvinir-ffronnd,  and  in  school-houses.  Some  of  tlie  fathers  in  the 
elnirch  were  Hannahs,  Paluiontere,  West,  Baker,  and  Mott.  Some 
principal  leading  men  since  have  borne  the  name  of  Hutchings, 
Mott,  Bloomer,  and  others.  This  church  has  also  shared  in  the 
changes  and  trials  incident  to  the  commencement  and  growth  of  a 
cluirc'h.  Its  present  condition  may  be  said  to  l)e  ratlier  prosperous. 
It  is  more  numerous  than  either  of  the  other  churches,  though  we 
cannot  state  its  numbers.  The  preacliers  laV)oring  with  them  since 
1830  have  Vyeen  Rev.  Messrs.  Mason,  Wood,  Bronson,  Harris,  Mineir, 
Worthing,  Hamilton,  Porter,  McDowell,  Fox,  Wire,  Mynard,  Hew- 
itt, Torry,  Ercanbrack,  Hyde,  House,  Hinnian,  Bunnell,  Luce,  and 
Steele. 

A  Free  Baptist  clmrcli,  in  tlie  west  part  of  the  Town,  was  organ- 
ized in  1822,  with  six  meml)ers.  They  lield  meetings  in  "Ball's 
School-house,"  so-called,  till  they  ]>uilt  their  present  meeting-liouse, 
often  called  tlie  "West  Meeting-house,"  in  1838.  Its  preachers 
liave  been  Eklers  Daniels,  Hills,  Darling,  Gardner,  Dodge,  Moul- 
ton,  Kruni,  Crandtill,  Griffitlis,  Russell,  Davis,  and  doul)tless  some 
others.  Some  of  the  leading  men  and  fathers  have  ])een  Oliver 
Tyler,  John  Hill,  Amos  Daniels,  all  of  wliom  liave  passed  away, 
but  are  remembered  with  affection  by  their  survivors  in  the  church, 
and  in  the  community.  With  our  present  means,  we  shall  be  unable 
to  state  tlie  number  of  members. 

A  small  church  of  Congregationalists  was  formed  in  the  east  part 
of  the  Town,  in  1830,  by  Rev.  Eleazar  Luce.  It  was  ministered  to 
by  Rev.  Messrs.  Luce,  Axtell,  Chaffee,  and  others.  In  1837,  it  had 
thirty-one  meml)ers.  It  has  since  been  dissolved,  and  the  members 
have  joined  otlier  churches.  The  Methodists  have  also  long  had  a 
brancli  of  their  church  in  East  Virgil,  and  have  had  preaching  there 
a  portion  of  tlie  time  by  the  same  who  ministered  at  the  village. 

There  have  l>een  seasons  of  refreshing  fi-om  the  presenct-  of  the 
Lord,  in  which  all  the  churches  have  participated.  The  years  1813, 
1820,  1830,  '31  and  '32  were  characterized  as  such.  In  1831,  the 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  were  built,  and  the  Presbj'terian 
church  was  seated. 
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NUMBER  XXXII. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  tartlier,  I  will  say  that  a  few  names  more 
should  have  been  mentioned  in  the  list  of  Methodist  minis- 
ters preaching  here  since  1858.  The  names  to  ])e  added  are  Barnes, 
Howdand,  and  two  jiifferent  men  by  the  name  of  Brown. 

We  have  now  come  to  a  cliapter  of  inferences.  The  efficient  in- 
strumentalities liave  been  set  forth.  To  the  chi/rc/i  and  the  pi'imary 
school,  we  owe  the  enviable  showing  we  have  been  enabled  to  make, 
of  distinguished  individuals  reared  in  our  Town,  and  are  not  through 
yet,  as  there  are  numerous  others  that  deserve  notice  equally  with 
those  referred  to  lieretofore,  which  will  occupy  our  next  number, 
notwithstanding  the  encouragement  derived  from  wliat  has  been 
written  about  closing  uj)  that  department. 

In  looking  over  the  hasty  sketch  of  the  chrnvhes  given  in  tlie  last 
numl)er,  and  of  the  schools  in  previous  numbers,  it  will  be  apparent 
to  every  considerate  mind,  that  the  progress  of  each  of  these  depart- 
ments has  been  with  nmch  difficulty,  weakness  and  eml)arrassment ; 
yet  the  motto  has  l)een  throughout,  "faint,"  yet,  by  the  help  of  God, 
"pursuing,""  It  has  often  been  clear,  in  our  religious  history,  that 
"  man's  necessity  has  been  God's  opportunity."  "  When  brought 
low,  God  has  helpe(i  us."  And  though  it  has  often  been  prophe- 
sied that  one  and  another  of  the  churches  'in/ust  disl)and,  they  yet 
remain.  All  have  ever  been  much  weakened  by  emigraticm.  Many 
have  left,  assuring  themselves  that  they  would  thus  better  their  con- 
dition, and  othei"s  have  l)een  persuaded  away,  frequently  to  their 
hurt,  though  it  may  be  acknowledged  that  there  has  not  been  room 
for  the  expansion  desired.  Yet  if  a  place  is  sold,  there  nuist,  of 
necessity,  be  a  buyer;  and  the  changes  have  been  mostly  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  moral  interests  of  the  Town.  It  has  l)een  said 
that  our  ciuirches  ai-e  nurseries  to  churches  in  moi-e  populous  places  ; 
and,  indeed,  it  has  1  teen  remarked  that  those  churches  depend  largely 
upon  the  rural  churciies  to  supply  their  waste,  by  deatli,  removals, 
and  apostasy.  In  (connection  with  tlieir  own  labors,  and  the  aid 
thus  received  from  the  rural  churches,  those  in  villages  can  live  and 
prosper;  but  what  of  the  feeble  churches,  constantly  exposed  to 
this  process  of  exhaustion  ^     Is  it  not  a  vi  utmd  interest  that  is  to  be 
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snstMined  ?  Is  not  the  cause  a  common  one  ?  What  if  tlie  "  feeble 
(^hurcheB,"  so  called,  be  suifered  to  languish  and  die  ^  When  tlic 
streams  are  (nit  off  fi-oni  a  i-iver,  wliat  l)ec(>ines  of  the  river  ?.'  (    ^ 

There  is  another  vieAV  of  the  general  subject  t])at  is  painful,  which 
is  this — that  our  youth  go  out  of  Town  to  procure  tlieir  education. 
It  will  1>e  noticed  that  those  who  liave  signalize^  themselves  by  their 
ability  and  su(!ces8,  have  derived  their  education  from  the  slender 
means  enjoyed  here.  Before  it  was  the  practice  to  attend  foreign 
schools,  or  those  out  of  Town,  the  youth  availed  themselves  of  the 
means  in  their  reach,  and  turned  every  opportunity  to  tlie  best  a(v 
coimt.  It  may  ^dmost  l)e  said  that  they  were  "self-taught.'"  There 
was  a  time  when  no  opportunity  was  enjoyed— /;?  school  or  o\it  of 
school — to  gain  any  systematic  instruction  in  writing  compositions. 
In  these  circumstances,  some  among  our  most  intelligent  and  aspir- 
ing young  people  (•onceived  tlie  idea  of  liaving  a  Commonplace- 
book,  to  be  circulated,  in  which  compositions  should  be  wi'itten  by 
those  who  would  undertake  to  do  so.  It  is  impossible  to  say  liow 
much  this  device  had  to  d(>  with  the  success  of  the  several  al^le  ed- 
itors of  newspapers,  tliat  have  arisen  in  our  Town,  and  had  no  means 
of  making  their  ac(piisitions,  exce})t  such  as  could  be  had  inside  of 
old  Virgil. 

The  great  advantage  enjoyed  l)y  tlie  youth  Jiere  fifty  years  since, 
over  tlie  pres(»nt  generation,  was  that  they  were  associated  together 
in  making  their  attainments,  whereas  our  present  youth  are  effectu- 
ally dis-sociated.  Formerly  they  were  mutual  aids  and  stimulants 
to  each  other ;  now  tliey  are  separated,  attending  different  schools, 
and  retui'n  to  spend  tlieir  vacations  at  diffto'ent  times,  so  tliat  they 
s(;arcely  retain  a  knowledge  of  each  other,  and  the  motive  and  tlie 
means  for  mutual  improvement  are  wanting. 

Something  is  done  by  institutes  and  !-chool  conventions,  wjiiclb  it 
would  seem,  might,  in  part,  obviate  this  diiiiculty;  hut  a  convention 
of  schools  once  in  the  year  is  a  very  insufficient  means  to  accomplish 
or  secure  the  desired  result.  Doulttlt^ss  mucli  advantage  is  supposed 
to  l)e  derived  to  tliose  villages  wliere  such  advanced  schools  are  lield. 
The  most  enterprising  youth  (if  the  adjacent  towns  are  gathered,  and 
the  meeting:^  and  lectures  are  numerously  attended,  and  the  resident 
])opulation  exult  in  theii'  i^i-ospeiity,  and  tliough  their  success  is  thus 
pi'omotetl,  the  t'ffect  on   the   population   of  the  rural  towns  is  veiy 
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adverse — and  tliis  effect,  so  uuu-li  to  l)e  deplored,  will  not  })e  re- 
moved until  sehools  are  estidtlislied  in  every  town,  of  sufficient  mer- 
rit  to  enaljle  the  youth  there  to  make  all  the  acquisitions  necessary 
to  tit  them  for  intelligent  merchants,  tradesmen  and  farmers,  or 
even  newspaper  editors.  This  is  an  unnatural  state  of  things  ;  when' 
it  is  to  be  remedied,  we  cannot  foresee.  It  is  partially  done  now  in 
some  places,  by  wliat  are  termed  Graded  Schools.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
tliat  suc(^ess  may  attend  these  efforts ;  and  that  the  evil,  so  much  to 
l)e  deplored,  may  be  removed. 


NUMBER  XXXIII. 

THE  writer  of  these  articles  has  supposed  that  his  labors  in  this 
direction  were  ended,  and  felt  a  kind  of  relief  in  the  reflec- 
tion that  a  respite  might  now  be  had  fi'om  this  laborious  work.  In 
this  I  was,  however,  mistaken.  You  recollect  that  you  gave  me  a 
slip  from  a  paper  called  the  "  Daily  Journal^''  published,  as  I  under- 
stand, in  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  Co.,  in  this  State,  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  substance  of  one  of  my  articles  published  in  your  paper 
early  in  February  last,  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Ei-ie  Railroad. 
The  article  referred  to  seems  to  be  editorial,  as  no  name  is  sul)- 
scriV)ed  to  it,  and  it  does  not  present  the  appearance  of  being  the 
production  of  a  correspondent.  " 

Having  l>een  led  to  state  many  things  relating  to  events  transpir- 
ing in  the  history  of  Virgil,  in  the  county  of  Cortland,  my  native 
Town,  as  an  impai-tial  hist<jrian,  it  was  incumbent  on  me  to  set 
forth,  l)efore  the  general  pul)lic,  what  has  long  l)een  known  in  this 
vicinity,  to  wit — that  the  New  York  kSc  Erie  Railroad  was  projected 
by  one  of  the  citizens  of  this  Town.  The  fact  was  fully  known  in 
a  small  circle  at  the  time,  and  was  fearlessly  published  b}^  those 
familiar  with  it  everywhere,  and  at  all  times,  and  never  heretofore 
questioned,  to  our  knowledge.  To  sit  down  deliberately  to  proye 
and  confirm  this  fact  to  the  people  in  central  or  southern  New  York 
would  be  like  attempting  to  prove  that  cohI  was  to  be  found  in 
Pennsylvania,  or  that  the  sun  rises  in  the  east.     However,  for  the 


74-  SUPPLEMENTARY  LETTERS.  -      i 

l)onetit  of  uny  caiKlid  miiulb  thut  niitj;])t  he  staggered  \)\  the  cousid- 
eratioiis  set  forth  in  the  article  referred  to,  a  few  facts  will  be  pre- 
sented. It  is  not  understood  that  any  one  complains,  who  chiims  in 
liis  own  person  or  for  liis  friend  tliat  ke  is  the  projector  of  this  work, 
Init  that  it  is  '''' fishy  "^  or  "  inipro])al)le  "  X\vAt^^  two  years  before  \\\o 
feasibility  of  a  railroad  had  heoi  (U'liionstrated  either  in  England  or 
in  the  United  States,  Mr.  Bouton  was  looking  up  a  line  of  railroad 
from  New  York  citv  througli  the  southern  tier  of  counties."  It  is 
also  said,  "  Tlie  article  of  Mi*.  Bouton  looks  like  an  attempt  to  falsi- 
fy tlic  facts  of  history,  and  to  turn  a  good  deal  of  credit  where  none 
is  due."  No  one  living  at  the  time  wIk^u  this  project  was  first  set 
forth,  would  lia\e  thouglit,  from  the  reception  it  met  with  the7i  and 
for  yenrs  afterward,  tliat  tlie  credit  would  be  wortli  contending  f'oi'. 
It  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  at  this  late  day,  liow  much  of  sport  and 
ridicule  was  consequent  upon  the  puldication  of  the  scheme.  The 
most  respectaJ)k'  a])pel]ation  employed  was,  that  it  was  extremely 
vlsUmary.  Great  stress  is  laid  on  the  fact,  that  we  claim  tlie  plan 
to  liave  been  set  forth  so  early.,  and  it  was  said  tliat  the  locomotive 
was  not  in  use  S(_)  eai'ly,  and  that  I'ailroads  were  not  then  in  success- 
fid  oi)eration  in  England  or  in  the  United  States,  etc.  So  far  as 
the  locomotive  is  concerned,  it  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  sul)ject. 
The  railroads  in  England  were  operated  ])y  horse-power,  as  they  ai-e 
now  in  our  cities,  and  it  was  conceded  that  a  raili'oad  was  prefera- 
ble to  a  wagon  road.  The  writer  goes  on  to  give  dates  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  different  railroads.  \n  a  work  published  in  Hartford, 
in  1873,  by  J.  E.  Burr  tfe  Hyde,  compiled  from  the  writings  of 
Ilorac^e  Greeley,  Leon  Case,  John  B.  Gough  and  other  eminent 
writers,  it  is  said  on  page  534,  "  Horse  railroads  were  increasing  in 
nund)ei-s  in  England — live  having  ])een  cliartered  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment in  1805,  sixteen  in  1815,  and  tiiirty-two  in  1825."  The  first 
railroad  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  Albany  to  Schenectady, 
was  chartered  in  1828,  though  not  completed  till  1831.  The  dis- 
cussions which  led  to  this  act  were  ])rogressing  at  the  time  when  the 
plan  for  the  Erie  road  was  published  b}^  us.  The  article  published 
in  the  Cortland  (Jhserver,  setting  forth  the  same,  came  out  in  the 
same  numbi  i-  that  recorded  the  death  of  Governor  Clinton,  and  in 
black  lines,  on  account  of  rhat  mournful  event,  which  we  considered 
a  dark  omen,  and  su])|>o^e(l  that  it  might  put  an  end  to  the  plan.     I 
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liolievc  it  is  i^'eiierally  uixk-rstiKxl  that  the  deatli  of  Governor  Clin- 
ton occurred  (»n  tJie  11th  of  February,  1828.  .  Any  one  who  will 
consult  tlie  published  proceedinj^j^s  of  the  festive  gathering  of  early 
settlers  of  Virgil,  in  1858,  will  find  in  the  address  of  W.  E.  Gee,  on 
page  39,  an  extended  reference  to  this  subject,  fixing  the  date  at 
18'18.  This  was  in  the  inunediate  vicinity  and  in  the  hearing  of 
those  personally  acquainted  with  the  fH('ts.  I  took  the  pamphlet 
containing  those  proceedings,  to  All>any  cai'ly  in  1858  and  presented 
it  to  Dr.  Woolwortli,  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Eoard  of  Regents  and 
keeper  of  the  State  Library,  saying  to  iiini  that  in  reading  jt  he 
would  tind  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Erie  railroad.  He  asked, 
at  what  time.  I  answered,  in  1828.  He  said  they  had  been  able 
to  trace  it  t)ack  otdy  to  1829.  He  said  that  he  wanted  it,  that 
lie  might  ])lace  it  in  the  State  Library,  and  I  presume  it  is  there  now, 
saving  from  oblivion  this  fact  claimed  at  present  to  be  I'ather  im- 
portant. Dr.  Woolwortli  had  been  Preceptor  of  the  Cortland 
Academy  and  an  old  ac(juaiiitance  of  mine.  I  then  stated,  perhaps 
unnecessarily,  that  though  the  pamphlet  was  an  unpretending  one, 
yet  the  facts  contained  in  it  were  (lathentic.  He  replied  that  he  had 
no  doubt  of  it.  ft  is  l)ut  reasonahle  to  suppose  that  the  writer  of 
the  production  under  consideration  has  access  to  the  "  Gazeteer  of 
the  State  of  New  York,"  embracing  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  his- 
tory, etc.,  of  every  county,  city,  town,  village  and  locality,  by  J.  H. 
Frecnh,  published  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  by  E.  Pearsall  Smith,  in  1860. 
In  this  v(ilum(%  on  page  255,  will  be  found,  in  a  note  near  the  bottom 
of  the  left  hand  column,  this  entry,  connected  with  other  facts  in 
the  history  of   Vii-gil  : 

"As  early  as  1828,  in  a  series  of  articles  in  the  Cortland  (Jhmi'vei\ 
Nathaniel  Bouton,  a  farmer  in  this  Town,  thoroughly  advocated  the 
construction  (^f  a  railroad  through  the*southei'n  tier  of  counties." 
Both  this  notice  and  that  in  the  address  of  Mr.  Gee  were  without 
the  knowledge  or  suggestion  of  the  writer.  It  seems  to  be  wondered 
at  that  Mr.  Bouton,  years  ])efore  tlie  line  of  the  road  was  located, 
could  have  1  )een  looking  up  a  route  to  terminate  at  Dankirh.  This  Mr. 
Bouton  was  early  in  advocacy  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  all  other  in- 
ternal improvements,  such  as  churches,  school-houses,  roads  and 
bridges,  and  was,  in  general,  a  man  of  sagacity  and  forecast,  and 
never  an  aft^eniooti  man. 
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Ab  tlie  veracity  of  the  writer  of  these  artieles  is  (juestioned,  it 
may  be  well  to  refer  the  writer  of  tlie  article  under  t;onBideration  to 
tlie  members  of  Assembly  from  Chautauqua  for  1858  :  Hon.  Henry 
Bliss,  Sherman  P.  O.,  and  Hon.  Charles  B.  Green,  Elliui^ton  P.  O. 
They  may  not  ])e  living  in  those  phu^es  now,  but  if  they  are  it  would 
be  well  to  ask  them  if  they  knew  the  member  from  Cortland,  ac- 
(mpying,  as  will  be  seen  by  tlie  diagram  of  the  Assembly  Chamber, 
seat  No.  114. 

When  the  projector  of  the  road  had  become  assured  that  it  would 
succeed,  he  said,  "  The  road  will  go,  and  now  it  is  time  to  produce 
fruit  to  be  carried  on  it."  He  had  an  orchard,  hut  he  had  ])ut  few 
kinds  of  apples  tit  for  market.  He  had  tlie  Road  Island  Greening, 
English  Streak,  Seek-no-further,  and  Romanite.  Tlie  Greening 
would  not  constitute  an  assortment,  and  the  others  had  not  merit 
enough  to  justify  tlieir  cultivation.  He  found  a  tree  {d)out  seven 
miles  off,  that  produced  fruit  whicli  he  tliought,  from  all  the  knowl- 
edge he  could  get,  would  answer  his  purpose.  It  was  from  a  cion 
brought  from  Massacliusetts.  He  proceeded  to  take  cions  from  this 
tree,  and  grafted  them  on  alxait  eighty  trees.  Not  a  v(ut  great 
number  it  is  true,  but  considei'able  for  thv  time  and  place.  These 
trees  produced  a  full  croj)  in  184f» — the  same  year  in  which  the  road 
was  completed  to  Binghamton,  and  in  which  he  died  ;  but  the  apples 
were  carried  to  market  on  that  road,  and  brought,  it  is  said,  live 
dollars  per  barrel.  After  his  death,  the  writer  bought  the  farm  of 
tlie  heirs  and  rcfdized  a  large  amount  of  fruit  from  these  trees.  In- 
(juiry  was  made  for  the  name  of  tliis  ap|)le.  At  length  a  nursery- 
man came  and  examined  them,  and  said  tliat  it  was  tlie  Ii*o,ch^i/'y 
Huxset^  and  that  it  was  very  gratifying  to  know  that  such  an  apple 
had  ol)tained  such  a  foothold  here.  My  fatluM-  had  started  a  nur- 
sery of  grafted  fruit  in  r8(>9,  pasting  the  wound  with  blue  clay., 
mixed  up  in  a  sap  trough.  He  jUso  soM'ed  a  quantity  of  seeds  to 
grow  a  nursei'y  of  natural  fruit.  In  this  nursery  the  writer  was 
employed  in  cleaning  out  and  cultivating  the  young  seedlings,  whtm 
they  had  attained  the  third  leaf.  He  has  followed  the  same  through 
the  several  stages  of  growth,  i-haiige  and  decay,  till  a  few  years  sinc^e 
they  were  nMiioved  that  they  might  not  longer  cumber  the  ground. 
The  writer  has  outlivi'd  those  trees,  and  is  still  vigorous  and  able  to 
meet  and  refute  a  cahnuny.      It  need  not  he  expected  that  any  fur- 
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tlier  attention  will  l)e  given  to  sneh  eriticisnis  till  some  man  shall 
come  forward  and  claim  in  is  own  person,  or  that  of  a  friend,  the 
authorship  of  tliis  project. 


NlTMBER  XXXIV. 

PIIEVIOUS  to  1871,  there  were  erecte<l  many  neat  and  com- 
modious residences  throughout  our  Town ;  l)ut  it  was  re- 
marked that  building  in  the  village  had  nearly  ceased.  Only  tlie 
house  of  Mrs.  Je'ukins,  of  moderate  dimensions,  had  been  built  for 
several  years,  and  many  in  the  village  liad  become  very  innocent  of 
paint,  ^md  it  was  a  rather  (rommon  impression  tliat  it  had  about  ar- 
rived at  its  zenith.  So  nnu-h  hafl  l)een  said  respecting  the  iniprac- 
tii)ility  of  building  up  the  village,  that  a  kind  of  depression  was  ()n 
the  minds  of  most  of  the  people,  and  it  was  yielded  to  as  a  fact,  that 
this  place  must  submit  to  be  eclipsed  l>y  surrounding  villages  and 
towns.  The  church  edifice,  like  the  other  structures,  gave  outward 
indications  of  decay.  This  state  of  things  affected  a  few  minds  very 
deeply,  and  a  resolution  was  formed  that  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  change  the  aspect.  Perhaps  no  building  presented  a  more  gloomy 
aj)pearance  tlian  did  the  Pi-esln'terian  Church.  Amid  many  dis- 
couragements and  prophecies  of  failure,  it  was  undertaken,  and  in  a 
short  time  it  was  apparent  that  success  would  attqijid  the  exertions 
of  those  engaged  in  this  enterprise.  Seldom  has  the  progress  of 
any  work  towards  completion  been  looked  upon  with  more  wonder 
and  surprise.  It  was  foretold  that  tliis  eifort  would  be  a  failure,  or 
that  those  assunnng  responsibility  would  involve  themselves  soi  deep- 
ly that  it  would  l)e  difficult  to  extricate  themselves.  However,  what 
was  embraced  in  the  oiiginal  plan  was  accomplished,  and  the' build- 
ing was  tledicated  to  the  worsliip  of  the  Sacred  Three  in  the  fore- 
part of  Jamiai-y,  1872.  Tiie  remark  that  there  had  come  a  depres- 
sion over  the  minds  of  tlie  })eople  about  luiilding  and  repairing,  had 
reference  <»nly  t(')  the  mlldge.  Other  parts  of  the  Town  })roceeded 
as  usiial,  and  houses  and  l^ai-ns  were  erected,  as  the  pleasure  or  need 
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of  the  people  suggested.  In  the  same  season  of  1871,  several  build- 
ings were  erected  in  different  parts,  some  of  which  were  of  noble  di- 
mensions. Of  tliese  a  description  lias  ])een  given  up  to  August, 
1874,  embracing  the  Baptist  Churcli.  Since  that  time  the  M.  E. 
Church  edifice  has  lieen  erected,  with  its  stately  proportions,  costing 
$7,000  or  more,  of  which  a  circumstantial  accxtnnt  was  given  for  the 
press,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Steele,  and  publisliod  soon  after  its  completion, 
in  the  winter  of  1875-76. 

David  R.  Price  l)uilt  a  new  house,  ^eported  to  be  well  planned 
and  furnished  with  exquisite  skill  and  workinansliip.  Its  cost  has 
been  estimated  at  fi'om  three  to  four  thousand  dollars.  Isaac  B. 
.  Bloomer  and  John  Bays,  on  the  State  road,  each  did  such  thorough 
woi-k  in  repairing  their  houses  that  they  became  essentially  new,  and 
are  very  neat  and  commodious,  and  an  honor  to  the  vicinity  as  well 
as  to  the  owners  and  l>uilders.  J.  B.  Rounds  built  a  barn  seventy 
feet  in  length  and  thirty  in  width,  with  stone  work  three  feet  high 
for  the  foundation.     The  posts  are  sixteen  feet. 

People  in  the  village  began  to  think  "  that  some  things  could  be 
done  as  well  as  others,"  and  commenced  on  repairs.  Tlie  residence 
near  the  (ihurch  referred  to  above,  of  M.  L.  Sheerar,  was  thoroughly 
renovated  and  presents  a  line  appearance.  John  M.  Frank  soon 
afterwards  commenced  to  improve  the  appearance  of  his  house,  and 
exhibits  his  perseverance  l>y  C(»ntinuing  to  paint  and  add  to  the  orig- 
inal .structure;  and  when  the  whole  sliall  1)0  linished  it  will  doubt- 
less a<ld  nnich  to  the  appearance  of  that  locality.  Charles  Williams 
built  a  very  respectable  village  residence  two  years  since,  which  we 
regret  to  say  was  destroyed  by  lire  about  a  y<^ar  afterwards.  Other 
houses  were  built  in  tlie  region  around,  among  which  is  one  of  very 
respectalde  appearance  by  Edwin  Branch,  in  tlie  west  part  of  the 
Town,  and  one  in  the  east  part  by  John  Slievalier,  very  highly 
spokeji  of  as  being  of  nol)le  dimensions  and  superior  finish  and 
appearance.  But  the  enthusiasm  for  building  was  thoroughly  awak- 
ened in  the  village,  and  the  year  1878  will  be  long  remembered  as 
that  in  which  many  elegant  structures  were  reare<L 

As  the  battle  of  Bunker  Ilill  was  tlu;  leading  engagement  of  the 
Revolution,  so  the  elevation  in  our  village,  known  by  that  name, 
was  the  scene  of  preparation  by  th(>  removal  of  the  building  of 
no))'  '  dimensions,  ere(!ted  there  l)y  General  Knapp,  in  1804.     It  was 
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sot  in  tho  north  part  of  the  village  and  is  used  hy  E.  Grain  as  a 
ware-room  for  his  lousiness  of  wagon  and  carriage  making.  It  was 
30x40  feet,  and  two  stories  liigh,  and  a  wonder  to  the  natives  in  the 
early  days  in  which  it  was  built.  This  removal  prepared  the  way 
for  the  erection  of  the  splendid  residence  of  Dr.  Mnncey.  Tliis 
building  is  forty-one  feet  front  and  tliirty-five  feet  deep,  twenty  feet 
high ;  lower  story,  ten  feet  liigli,  finished  with  liard  wood  with  ex- 
quisite workmanship.  The  doors  are  cherry  and  ash  alternate. 
Kitchen  done  off  f<^r  convenience  ;  pantry,  and  closets  for  wardrobe, 
etc.,  finished  with  chestnut  and  cherry.  A  convenient  number  of 
wdndows — glass,  14x30  inches, — one  bay-window  finished  with  (cher- 
ry and  ash  ;  stairs,  cherry  and  ash  alternate,  with  white  oak  railing ; 
parlor,  finished  with  cherry,  ash,  i\nd  butternut,  with  exquisite 
moulding ;  cellar,  21x23  feet ;  building  and  stoop,  covered  with  tin 
roof ;  (!()st,  about  $4,000.  W.  A.  Holton  built  a  mamm(^th  store 
on  the  lot  made  vacant  1)y  the  removal  of  the  store-house  previously 
occupied  l>y  B.  J.  Jones.  This  store-house  was  removed  by  R.  E. 
Holton  about  one-half  mile,  and  changed  into  a  very  respectable 
residence.  The  new  store  of  W.  A.  Holton  is  seventy  feet  in  length, 
twenty  in  width,  and  twenty -five  feet  posts  ;  cellar,  under  the  whole  ; 
cistern,  with  capacity  of  five  hundred  barrels  of  water,  with  force 
pump  on  the  outside  and  also  in  the  inside ;  tin  roof;  store-room, 
42x50  feet,  completely  finished,  with  show-cases,  stools,  chairs, 
chandelier,  and  everything  for  convenience  in  a  (country  store ;  up- 
per story,  finished  in  rooms  with  convenience  and  taste;  a  very 
convenient  room  lielow  for  courts  or  for  meeting  of  Town  Itoard  or 
similar  meetings ;  tin  roof ;  the  whole  cost  estimated  at  $4,000. 
The  Baptist  church  has  been  noticed  in  a  previous  number.  F.  T. 
Hovey  built  a  residence  of  fine  appearance  on  his  lot  westerly  from 
the  "  Village  Green."  The  length  is  thirty  feet ;  width,  twenty- 
two  ;  with  posts  twenty  feet ;  ten  feet  high  in  the  clear,  below ; 
with  nineteen  windows — four  lights,  14x30.  In  the  rear  is  an  ap- 
pendage 12x16  feet,  for  culinary  purposes,  etc.  W.  H.  Williams 
built  at  the  same  time  a  very  respectable  residentjo  nearly  opposite. 
In  addition  to  all  this  done  in  building,  many  houses  have  been  much 
improved  by  painting,  etc.  It  may  also  be  said  that  one  story  has 
l>een  added  to  a  portion  of  the  building  (xanqiiod  by  E.  Winslow, 
for  store  and   post-oftice.      David   Trapp   also  erected  a  splendid 
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house  in  the  west  part  of  the  Town  :  two  stories,  with  rooms  spa- 
cious and  airy,  and  finished  in  exquisite  style,  eostinj^;  over  $4,000. 
Samuel  llutchings  erected  a  hai-n  fifty  feet  in  lenjxth,  thirty-four 
feet  wide,  and  twenty  high  al»ove  the  l>asenient,  whicli  is  eight  feet ; 
two  hays  for  hay  sixteen  feet  deep,  with  a  tioor  seventeen  feet. 
Standing-  on  a  conspicuous  place,  and  well  painted,  it  presents  an 
imposing  appearance  for  miles  around. 

This  building  interest  was  very  nuu-h  facilitated  \)y  tlie  discovery 
of  a  bed  of  very  good  sand,  conveniently  located.  All  the  building 
mentioiv^d,  conunencing  with  that  of  Dr.  Muncey,  was  done  in  1873. 
Captain  S.  M.  Byram  did,  also,  much  for  the  improvement  of  his 
grist-mill, — siding  and  painting,  on  the  outside,  and  in  needed  and 
thorough  repairs  inside,  in  the  making  of  a  new  water-wheel,  etc. 
This  is  called  tlie  Virgil  Spring  Mills,  from  the  fact  that  it  derives 
it.s  ]>ropelling  power  mostly  from  the  water  of  several  large  springs 
wliich  ai-e  permanent,  tliougli  not  always  sufKcient  for  tlie  demands 
of  a  large  surrounding  population.  It  is  now  doing  a  very  lively 
Imsiness  under  the  charge  of  the  you)ig  Messrs.  Rease.  One  great 
advantage  is  its  very  eligible  location  in  the  midst  of  a  tln*iving 
coimnunity.  Mr.  Byrara  has  also  paiijted  and  mu(di  im])roved  his 
hous(>,  so  that  iu>w  it  presents  a  neat  and  becoming  appearance. 

Elienezei'  Perkins  lias  i)uilt  a  ware-house  foi-  the  convenience  of 
his  business.  Tlie  leiigtii  is  tiiirty-eight  feet,  and  width,  twenty- 
eight  feet,  with  nineteen  feet.posts.  It  is  painted  in  such  a  way  as 
to  pi'esent  a  very  tasty  appearanci.'.  He  has  also  built  a  shoj)  for 
blacksmithing,  26x20  feet.  David  Shultz  has  erected  a  large  and 
connriodious  house.  Its  dimensions  I  cannot  gi\e.  llem-y  Lewis 
has  erected  a  house  on  the  State  road,  one  an<l  onei-half  miles  from 
the  village.  Charles  (xriswold  made  an  old  house  neai'ly  new  about 
two  years  ^ince,  which  is  now  jiainted  and  respectai)le  in  appearance. 
John  ().  Hammond,  son  of  the  late  Thomas  Hammond,  has  renova- 
ted the  house  on  that  place,  and  ri'paired  the  same  so  as  to  be  almost 
new,  adding  much  to  its  comfort  aud  coineiiience. 

CTreorge  Fisher  built  in  1873  a  horse  barn  thirty-eight  feet  in 
length,  and  twenty-four  feet  in  wirjth,  and  sixteen  feet  posts,  on  a 
good  foundation  of  stone  woi-k,  ]iainted  red  and  trinnned  with  white. 
He  has  also  remove<l  and  im})roved  a  very  large  baiMi,  placing  it  in 
a  convenient   situation.      Thouii'h   so   much    was   done   in    buildiuiir. 
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last  year,  tlie  enthusiasm  is  not  exliausted.  Mr.  B.  B.  Elster  is 
building  a  residence  that  promises  to  be  a  credit  to  the  bnilder  and 
also  to  the  village.  Abram  Sager  is  erecting  a  residence  of  noble 
dimensions,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  west  from  the  village, 
which  will  be  finisliod  in  the  most  approved  style,  costing  $1,600  or 
more.  Mr.  Pinney  is  building  a  liouse  on  the  Cortland  road,  from 
the  village  about  two  miles, 'wliicli,  from  the  known  energy  and 
taste  of  the  builder,  may  be  expected  to  be  an  honor  both  to  the 
owner  and  to  the  neighl)orhood.  Besides  wliat  lias  been  mentioned, 
there  is  evidence  of  improvement  generally,  indicated  by  the  inter- 
est shown  in  moving  ])arns  and  other  Imildings  to  more  convenient 
situations,  and  in  their  thorough  repairs.  In  sliort,  business  is  lively, 
crops  are  abundant,  and  we  have  had  noticeable  exemption  from 
casualties  by  fire,  wind  and  flood.  We  have  had  convenient  rain 
an<l  sunshine  and  the  growth  of  a  very  luxuriant  crop  of  vegetation 
sucli  as  lias  not  l)een  in  tlie  memory  of  "the  oldest  inhabitant." 
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CHAELES  W.  JOHNSON  roarc.l  a  large  and  elegant  barn,  with 
a  basement,  near  his  house  in  the  Village,  and  has  since  repaired 
and  very  much  improved  his  house,  rendering  it  not  only  comfortable 
]mt  neat  and  tasty  in  appearance.  Natlianiel  Lewis  has  built  a  new 
house  in  the  south  part  of  the  Village,  of  very  respectable  appear- 
ance. J.  C.  Seamans  has  liuilt  a  residence,  essentially  new,  embrac- 
ing but  a  small  part  of  the  materials  of  one  previously  occupying 
the  same  ground.  It  is  of  noble  proportions,  and,  when  well  painted, 
will  add  much  to  the  appearance  of  that  part  of  the  Village  where 
it  is  located.  Several  buildings  have  been  treated  with  new  coats 
of  paint,  among  which  are  those  of  G.  W.  Elster,  J.  P.  Price  and 
others.  The  Village  has  also  been  much  improved  in  appearance 
and  convenience,  by  the  railing  in  front  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
by  a  walk  to  the  M.  E.  church.  A  l)arn  of  moderate  dimensions 
has  been  Ijuilt  l)y  W.  A.  Holton,  directly  north  from  the  hotel,  and 
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a  barn  on  the  lot  occupied  Ijy  Elder  Haskell  lias  also  been  repaired 
and  enclosed  with  new  materials,  giving  a  sprightly  appearance  to 
tlie  innnediatel}^  locality.  Henry  SniitJi,  near  the  north  line  of  the 
Town,  ]ias  reuoviited  and  very  mnch  improved  the  appearance  of 
one  of  his  l)arns.  Jarcd  Mnnson  has  moved  two  l)arns,  placed  them 
adjoining,  with  a  l)asement  and  other  improvements,  for  conven- 
ience to  himself  and  (;;omfort  to  his  animals.  Harrison  Smith,  a 
mile  nortli  from  the  village,  has  replaced  a  rookery  of  a  horse  barn 
witli  a  new  one.  Samuel  Hutchings,  wlio  had  a  splendid  barn, 
described  in  a  former  number  as  capable  of  lacing  seen  for  miles 
away,  has  obscured  the  view  by  another  barn  of  nearly  the  same 
description,  though  somewhat  less  in  dimensions,  but  painted  as 
well  as  the  other.  Jolm  O.  Hammond  has,  since  the  last  wi-iting, 
given  his  house  a  thorough  painting,  which  causes  it  to  look  very 
comely  and  pleasant.  In  the  same  neighl)orhood,  a  much  needed 
and  permanent  l^ridge  has  been  l)uilt  across  what  is  called  the  "  Yir- 
gil  Creek."  The  old  school-house  adjoining  the  west  meeting-house 
has  ])een  replaced  by  a  new,  convenient  and  tasty  edifice,  presenting 
a  great  contrast  to  its  predecessor,  which  was  built  in  al>out  tlie 
y(>ar  1808.  Anotlier  number  will  lie  given  to  complete  what  is  to 
be  noted  concei'ning  f>ther  new  buildinf2:s  in  the  Town. 
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WITIim  the  last  three  years,  R.  C.  Tyler  has  built  a  fine 
new  l)arn.  Frank  Saltsman  has  erected  a  new  horse 
and  carriage  barn  of  good  size,  well  finished  and  painted.  J.  C. 
House  has  remodeled,  changed  and  very  nnicli  improved  the  house 
on  the  farm  long  occupied  by  liis  father  and  the  family ;  and  Au- 
gustus Bell  has  thoroughly  and  t;istefully  painted  his  house.  W. 
P.  Mynard  has  erected  a  splendid  l)arn,  seventy-two  feet  in  length 
and  twentj^-six  feet  in  width,  with  sixteen  feet  posts  above  the  base- 
ment, which  is  eiglit  feet  high.  It  is  on  n  firm  foundation  of  mason- 
work,  well  finished  and  painted.  He  has  also  built  a  commodious 
corn -house  and  gi-anary,  painted  like  the  l)arn. 
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111  the  north-west  part  of  the  town,  we  find  several  buildings 
recently  repaired  and  painted — and  more  that  are  new,  Jesse 
Trapp's  house,  formerly,  now  owned  by  liis  son,  was  thoroui^hly 
repaired  so  as  to  be  nearly  new,  a  few  years  since.  Thomas  Gillen's 
house  has  new  blinds  and  n.  new  roof.  Frank  Yaples  has  built  a 
house  of  respectable  dimensions,  two  stories  high,  said  to  be  well- 
finislied  inside,  and  soon  to  be  painted  on  the  outside.  Frederick 
HoUenbeck  has  built  a  tine  residence,  the  upright  portion  of  which 
is  forty-two  feet  by  sixteen,  two  stories  high,  and  the  wing  twenty- 
four  l)y  seventeen  feet.  It  is  entirely  finished,  except  that  he  lias  it 
in  contemplation  to  add  something  in  the  line  of  a  veranda  or  stoop. 
It  has  an  excellent  (;ellar,  added  to  wliich  is  a  good  and  commo- 
dious cistern. 

On  the  road  from  Dryden  to  Cortland,  we  find  Warren  Hoaglin, 
who  has  l)uilt  during  the  present  season  a  horse  and  carriage  barn, 
tliirty-four  l)y  fifty  feet,  with  twenty  feet  posts,  finished  and  painted. 
George  Moore  has  erected,  during  the  present  season,  an  addition 
to  his  barn,  twenty-four  by  thii-ty  feet,  with  sixteen  feet  posts.  The 
whole  building  is  now  sixty-four  by  thirty  feet.  N.  P.  Pulling  has 
also  built,  during  the  present  season,  a  house  essentially  new,  which 
is  nearly,  or  quite,  finis! led  ;  is  painted  and  very  respecable  in  appear- 
ance. Cornelhis  Veeder  lias  painted  and  put  a  new  roof  on  his 
house,  with  other  improvements.  L.  B.  Ball  has  built  a  residence 
of  imposing  appearance  on  the  State  road,  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  westward  from  the  village.  The  upright  portion  is  twenty- 
two  l)y  thirty  feet,  with  twenty-one  feet  posts.  The  wing  is  sixteen 
by  twenty-two  feet,  with  twelve  feet  posts.  There  is  a  remarkably 
fine  cellai',  with  faultless  walls,  seven  and  one-half  feet  deep.  Water 
is  brought  by  a  pipe  into  the  kitchen  and  is  already  running,  and  is 
also  carried  into  the  cellar  to  be  in  readiness  for  any  arrangement 
that  may  hereafter  be  made.  The  rooms  are  arranged  with  nmch 
skill  for  convenience  and  comfort.  The  glass  in  the  lower  story  is 
thirteen  l)y  thirty  inches,  and  above  it  is  thirteen  l)y  twenty-eiglit 
inches.     The  house  is  painted  and  otherwise  nearly  completed. 

John  McKinney,  in  the  same  neighborhood,  has  changed  a  house 
of  ordinary  appearance  to  one  that  is  very  respectable,  by  putting 
on  improvements,  rendering  the  building  almost  as  good  as  new. 
The  school  district,  long  known  as  the  "  Morse  Hill  District,"  has 
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l)iiilt  ;i  respe('t;il)l_y  appearing  now  scliool-liousc.  Emery  Gee  erected 
a  new  residence  in  1876,  which  is  still  in  process  of  completion,  and 
is  niai'kcd  Ijy  all  tlie  cliaracteristics  tliat  combine  to  render  a  liome 
dosii'al)le  and  attractive,  even  to  running  water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses in  tlie  kitclien.  J,  B.  Hut(things  erected  anew  barn  of  stately 
proportions,  it  b(nng  forty  l)y  iifty  feet,  witli  twenty  feet  posts,  on  a 
good  foundation,  witli  a  bay  twenty  \)j  forty  .feet,  floor  sixteen  l)y 
forty  feet,  and  stable  fourteen  l>y  forty  feet.  The  old  barn,  twenty- 
six  by  thirty-six  feet,  with  sixteen  feet  posts,  lias  been  moved  and 
placed  adjoining  a  portion  of  tlie  new,  and  newly  inclosed.  It  was 
formerly  thought  to  be  a  good  sized  barn,  but  now  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  tw^o  is  great.  Abram  Sager  has  built  a  new  barn,  thirty- 
six  l»y  twenty-five  feet,  with  sixteen  feet  posts  above  the  basement, 
which  is  eight  feet,  all  finished  and  painted.  R.ol)ert  Sager  has 
removed  a  frame,  and  finished  a  ])arn,  nudcing  it  essentially  new, 
and  has  it  painted.  L.  V.  Terpenning  has  l)uilt  a  convenient  and 
handsome  liorse  and  carriage  ])arn,  twenty-six  \)j  forty  feet,  with 
eiglitecni  feet  posts.  Dr.  Tripp  has  thoroughly  renovated  and 
repaii-ed  a  barn  of  moderate  dimensions  on  his  place.  Norman 
Bailey,  who  lives  half  a  mile  west  of  the  village,  has  built  and 
painted  a  barn  on  liis  premises,  retaining  l)ut  little  of  the  one  pre- 
viously occupying  tlie  same  ground,  adding  greatly  to  the  appear- 
ance and  value  of  his  place.  Myron  Ballon  has  erected,  finished 
and  painted  a  l)arn  of  stately  size,  it  l)eing  seventy  feet  long  l)y 
thirty  feet  wide,  with  twenty  feet  posts.  A.  E.  H.  Ladd  is  making 
grcjit  ini]»rovements  in  his  residence,  whicli  will  be  better  appre- 
ciated when  completed.  Robert  Sager  lias  commenced  to  build 
spacious  additions  to  his  house.  They  are  now  complete  and  render 
the  residence  very  tasty  and  becoming. . 

Tlic  writer  is  inde])ted  to  J.  Slievalier,  Esq.,  for  information  re- 
specting tlie  east  part  of  the  Town. 

On  the  road  north  from  Jolm  Patten's,  a  new  liouse  and  ])ai'n 
have  Iteen  built  within  tlie  past  two  or  tliree  years,  now  owium!  by 
Micliael  Delaney.  On  lot  thirty,  W.  Ilolden,  of  Syracuse,  caused 
a  large  barn  to  be  liuilt  in  1875,  with  basement;  and  in  1876,  a 
first-class  house,  painted  and  finislied  in  excellent  style.  "  Two 
years  ago,"  Mr.  Slievalier  says,  "  our  churcli  underwent  a  thorough 
repair,  from  basement  to  roof.     All  of  the  old  l)uilding  that  was 
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left  was  tlic  naked  frame — all  the  rest  is  new  and  l>rig)it.'"  Two 
years  since  Mr.  Slievalier  himself  built  a  horse  and  carriage  l)arn, 
all  painted  and  finished,  with  running  water  in  the  same.  Two 
years  since,  E.  D.  Angel  built  a  substantial  liarn,  thirty  l)y  forty 
feet ;  and  during  tlie  pi-esent  season,  E.  B.  Husted  has  also  built  a 
new  barn. 

In  the  west  part  of  the  Town,  George  Tyler  has  built  during  the 
present  season  a  horse  and  carriage  barn,  thirty-six  by  fifty-four 
feet,  with  twenty  feet  posts,  which  is  well  finished  and  painted,  and 
standing  on  a  firm  foundation.  George  P.  Dann  has  repainted  the 
exterior  of  his  house;  and  in  the  interior,  it  has  been  re-painted, 
papered  and  otherwise  very  much  improved.  Pie  has  also  removed 
and  fitted  up  a  V)arn  with  new  foundation  and  new  covering,  mak- 
ing the  same  essentially  new.  He  has  also  just  finished,  with  the 
exception  of  paint,  a  new  granary  and  corn-liouse,  sixteen  l)y  twenty 
fv.vt,  wdth  twelve  feet  posts — the  same  being  complete  with  the 
latest  improvements.  Chester  Simonds  has  removed  and  done  off  a 
barn  of  ordinary  dimensions,  adding  nuich  to  the  convenience  of  his 
place.  Horace  Fitts,  in  the  west  part  of  the  Town,  has,  since  the 
last  writing,  removed  and  tlioroughly  renovated  his  house,  re-arrang- 
ing the  inside,  and  painting  the  exterior.  The  school  district  known 
as  the  "  Frank  district ''  has  connnenced  to  V)uild  a  new  school-house, 
•rind  in  two  other  districts  the  question  of  erecting  new  school-houses 
has  l)een  agitated.  It  should  have  been  sooner  said  that  E.  W«is- 
low  has  added  much  to  the  appearance  and  convenience  of  his  place 
by  building  and  painting.  And  still  the  entlnisiasm  for  building 
and  repairing  continues  unabated. 

Edwin  Branch  has  rebuilt  his  house,  which  was  consumed  last 
autumn,  with  the  same  kind  of  workmanship  that  obtained  in  the 
original  structure.  It  is  greatly  to  his  credit  that  he  lias  sustained 
himself  with  firnniess  through  all  the  eml)arassment  incident  to  the 
casualty.  George  H.  Ladd  has  l)uilt  a  neat  dwelling  house  adjoin- 
ing the  Methodist  church.  Asa  Price  is  renovating  and  much  enlarg- 
ing his  residence.  R.  C.  Tyler  has  very  much  improved  his  barn, 
rendering  it  very  much  more  capacious. 

A  new  school-house  has  been  built  in  what  has  been  called  the 
"Raymond  District." 
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Mr.  David  Slmlts  had  two  l)anis  Imrut  by  lightning  receiitl}^,  and 
is  now  rcpla(;ing  them  by  one  eiglity  feet  long  by  forty  feet  wide, 
with  twenty  feet  posts  above  the  l)asenient. 


NUMBER  XXXVII. 

Ihave  tlionght  l)est,  that,  inasmuch  as  some  facts  have  transpired 
that  seem  to  have  no  particular  connection  with  any  subject 
treated  of  heretofore,  a  fragmentary  chapter  be  inserted,  embracing 
facts  having  no  special  mutual  dejMmdence  on  each  other,  and  are 
here  placed  promiscuously. 

To  show  the  great  difference  in  mail  facilities  in  early  days  (;om- 
pared  with  the  present,  I  would  say  that,  being  at  the  Village  some 
forty  years  since,  I  was  accosted  by  Thomas  Ilannnond,  a  neighbor, 
who  had  a  bnndle  of  flax  under  his  arm.  lie  asked  me  to  l)uy  it 
to  enable  him  to  take  a  letter  from  the  Post-office,  wliicli  he  had 
not  the  means  to  do.  J^ow  it  is  imperative  on  the  sender  to  ]>re- 
pay,  and  the  postage  is  so  reduc^ed  that  it  is  merely  nominal. 

Reference  lias  been  had  in  other  pages  to  four  men  who  fell  from 
apple  ti-ees  in  gathering  fruit.  One  of  tliese  was  John  Tyler,  or  as 
generally  called,  Deacon  Tyler.  It  was  near  the  house,  and  the  con- 
cussion drove  tlie  bi-eath  from  his  body  and  he  was  carried  to  the 
house  nncoiiscious  and  ])reathless.  Mr.  Timothy  Pond  being  pres- 
ent he  l)reath(Hl  into  his  nostrils  and  he  revived,  and  his  breath  has 
been  healthy  ever  since.  The  four  men  referred  to  are  named  as 
follows  :  John  Tyler,  Moses  Tylei',  S.  B.  Seamans  and  Luther  Gris- 
wold. 

In  the  ])r<>gress  of  the  Temperance  cause  several  obstacles  had  to 
l)e  met  and  overcome,  one  of  whi(th  w'as  the  quality  of  the  material 
employed  in  th(^  cclol)ration  of  the  Lord's  Sujiper,  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  refei-red  to  in  the  administration  of 
that  ordinance.  It  had  been  the  ])ra('ti(;e  to  us(^  wine  ]»ought  at  tlie 
stores,  involving  the  idea  of  drugged  liquor  embracing  a  large  por- 
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tion  of  Alcohol.  Several  ineml)ers  were  dissatisfied,  and  a  discus- 
sion arose  which  ultimately  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution  :  "  That  the  officers  of  the  church  be  instructed  to 
procure,  for  the  use  of  the  church  in  Coninmnion  seasons,  pure  na- 
tive wine,  when  it  can  be  procured,  or  the  article  tliat  has  been  used 
during  the  year  past,  which  is  made  by  getting  the  juice  of  soaked 
raisins."  Tliis  was  in  February,  1853,  and  now  at  this  late  day  only 
a  portion  of  the  churches  have  come  to  this  standard. 

In  a  preceding  chapter  it  was  announced  that  great  opposition 
was  felt  and  manifested  against  the  Agricultural  Fair  held  in  Town 
and  that  this  was  one  reason  why  it  was  given  up.  J.  R.  Dixon, 
Esq.,  editor  of  the  Cortland  County  Republican^  was  in  Town  at- 
tending one  of  the  Fairs,  ])usy  in  his  attention  to  his  interest  con- 
cerning his  paper.  He  tarried  over  night  at  the  Pul)lic  House  and 
heard  the  language  of  those  who  opposed.  Afterward  he  said  to 
the  writer,  that  he  wondered  how  we  could  keep  up  the  Fair  with 
siu'h  opposition  as  existed  in  the  connnunity.     It  was  a  wonder. 

Reference  has  been  had  to  the  scarcity  of  money  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Town.  It  would  ])e  thought  strange  that  a  farm  of  fif- 
ty acres  should  l)e  mortgaged  for  thirteen  and  one-half  dollars.  In 
the  time  of  the  Old  Loan,  it  is  announced  that  the  farm  of  Salmon 
Cui-tiss  was  mortgaged  for  that  sum. 

It  has  been  heretofore  stated  that  when  any  enterprise  is  propos- 
ed that  promises  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  community,  it  is  sure  to 
encounter  persistent  opposition  from  a  certain  class  of  the  popula- 
tion. To  illustrate  :  On  the  line  of  Lots  in  this  Town,  l)etw'een  36 
and  26,  where  tlie  State  Road,  so  called,  was  intended  to  run,  a 
stream  ran  on  the  line,  and  tlie  travel  took  place  al)Out  three  rods 
north  of  the  line.  After  atime^a  man  l)y  the  name  of  E.  H.  Luce 
came  to  own  the  farm,  and  proposed  to  put  the  road  on  the  line 
where  it  was  intended  to  lie.  Great  opposition  showed  itself.  Now 
all  feeling  on  the  subject  is  over,  and  nearly  forgotten. 

In  the  year  1867,  a  patent  was  secured,  in  this  Town,  for  an  ap- 
paratus for  gathering  apples,  by  Martin  Darling.  I  was  invited, 
with  several  other  fruit  growers,  to  meet  at  the  residence  of  Martin 
Luce,  to  examine  the  same  in  operation.     It  met  our  hopes  and  we 
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I'ccoininendcd  it  to  fruit  ^towcts  for  use,  ;is  duscrviiii^-  coiilidcuco. 
T]\c  wliole  realm  of  Nature  luid  been  examined  to  iind  a  substitute 
for  liand  picking,  and  every  plan  had  signally  failed.  It  seemed  de- 
sii-a1»lc  that  a  substitute  should  be  discovered.  One  reason  was,  that 
persons  in  hand  picking  must  liold  on  witli  one  hand  while  tlie  otli- 
er  picks  tlio  fi-uit  and  ])hicos  it  in  a  Imskct.  The  dnnu-cr  is  tli;i1 
trust  will  be  phiced  in  unsound  limbs,  and  tlioy  be  bi-oken  and  tlie 
operator  be  precipitated  to  tlie  ground  to  tlu^  great  jeopardy  of  life 
and  liiiil).  If  one  lias  two  hands  for  his  support,  he  is  assured  of 
safety.  Within  a  distance  of  a  trifle  over  a  mile  in  extent,  in  my 
iimnediate  acquaintance,  four  men  have  tluis  fallen  from  trees,  and 
h:!ve  been  essentitdly  disalded  for  a  long  time.  Another  advantage 
is,  that  when  there  is  danger  of  a  hard  frost,  a  mmilici'  of  hnnds 
can  1)0  (h-awn  together  and  many  can  be  gathered  in  a  short  time. 
A  prejudice  ar<«e  against  the  use  of  the  instrument,  so  that  men 
could  not  be  employed  for  iixoney,  to  use  it  and  gi\-e  it  fair  treat- 
ment. Also,  factory  cloth  was  so  very  dear  in  time  of  the  war  that 
it  cost  more  for  the  canvas  than  men  were  willing  to  pay,  and  the 
consccpience  was  that  its  general  use  was  abandoned.  A  {v\\  have 
contimu>d  its  nse  and  are  satisfied.  Among  these  is  Theron  Lincoln 
Esq.,  of  Newark,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  formerly  of  this  Town. 
He  speaks  liighly  of  it,  and  some  others  do  the  same.  John  S. 
Winters  lins  used  and  ap])roves  of  it.  Dann  C.  S<iuires  also  ex- 
pressed to  the  writer  that  he  thought  it  must  be  a  (jood  thing. 
Martin  Luce,  Esq.,  of  Cortland,  who  has  no  interest  in  its  success, 
unless  it  (^an  be  used,  told  mo  that  he  gatlicred  his  ap])h's  with  it  one 
season,  and  that  he  kept  them  till  the  May  following.  He  then  took 
them  to  Cortland  to  sell.  On  his  way  he  passed  the  residence  of  Mar- 
tin Sanders,  who  came  to  the  road,  and  looking  on  them,  said  :  "  How 
(■(nild  you  keep  tliem  till  this  time  looking  so  fresh  and  somuW 
Mr.  Lu<-e  then  gavc^  the  answer.  I\n'ha])s  the  people  in  Cortland  will 
respect  the  o])inion  of  Martin  Sanders  in  reference  to  the  a])])earance 
that  apples  should  pi'csent  when  offered  in  their  market  for  sale.  I 
gathered  a  portion  of  my  fi'uit  in  the  same  way  one  season,  and  the 
same  was  true  of  tliat.  I  insert  this  with  the  vicnv  to  save  a  good 
tiling  from  olilivion.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  if  a  substitute  for  hand 
l^icking  is  (n-(»r  discovered,  thix  is  ?7,  inasmuch  as  Nature  furnishes 
no  other. 
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NUMBEE  XXXVIII. 

WE  liav^e  now  arrived  at  a  cliapter  of  Conventions  and  Cel- 
ebrations. It  was  common  about  fifty  years  since  to 
have  iji;atherings  of  the  connnon  scliools,  including  a  dozen  or  more, 
generally  in  tlie  Summer  but  sometimes  in  the  "Winter.  It  was  us- 
ual to  have  a  list  of  questions  printed  and  distri])uted  througti  the 
schools  to  be  committed  to  memory,  and  at  the  gathering  liave  them 
propounded  and  answered  in  concert,  as  one  of  the  exercises.  The 
only  record  of  a  like  gatherhig  was  on  the  10th  of  February,  1831. 
There  were  present  ten  schools  with  their  teachers,  and  the  account 
was  taken  of  tlie  whole  num])er  of  scholars  belonging  to  the  schools. 
As  they  were  formed  and  marched,  with  flags  and  l)anners  flying, 
at  the  head  of  martial  music,  the  view  was  particularly  inspiring. 

The  account  of  the  schools  was  as  follows : 

WHOLE  NO. 
TEAOHEKS.  SCHOLARS.      NO.  PRES. 

Salisbury  Clark, 84  70 

William' Meeker, 101  57 

Erastas  Phillips 50  50 

Endly  Malum, 36  25 

Iliram  Bouton, 62  31 

Isaac  Bloomer, 63  35 

Cortland  Hill, 44  25 

Katherine  Morse, 31  20 

David  Robinson, 31  7 

Eli  Smith, 35  8 

Total, 537       328 

In  1826,  the  flrst  fifty  years  of  the  life  of  our  Government  was 
completed.  It  occurred  that  many  minds  were  exercised  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  celebi-ation  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  as  a  jul)ilee  of  Amer- 
ican independence.  The  people  were  comparatively  few,  and  had 
little  knowledge  of  the  way  to  celebrate  that  anniversary ;  but  the 
interest  was  such  that  a  celebration  was  arranged  for  the  Fourth ; 
nnd  those  eno-aged  resolved  to  do  their  best  to  render  the  occasion 
an  interestine:  (me.  Michael  Frank  was  chosen  to  deliver  the  oration, 
and  other  arrangements  w(^i-e  made  to  correspond.  When  the  morn- 
ing ari'ived  it  was  found  that  w^e  wei-e  without  clergy.     Some  of  our 
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well  nie;u)iiig:  citizens  had  persuaded  the  several  ministers  that  it 
WHS  unsuitable  for  a  gospel  minister  to  officiate  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  best  that  could  he  done  was  to  select  individuals  to  perform 
tlie  parts,  and  proceed,  wliicli  was  done.  The  attendance  was  ratli- 
er  thin,  hut  tlic  i-esult  was  satisfactory.  Frederick  Hyde  road  tlie 
Declaration;  Natlian  l^)()nt(in  offered  jirayer,  and  Michael  Fi-;ink 
delivered  the  oration. 

C)n  tlie  25th  of  Ano-ust,  185;^,  a  ii;-athering  was  had,  called  the 
Festive  (Tatherini>',  wliich  has  l)oen  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  ])re- 
ceding  pages. 

Time  passed  on  and  events  transpired,  and  when  the  Centennial 
approached,  some  minds  began  to  (cherish  the  idea  of  celebrating 
the  same ;  and  one  great  argument  in  its  favor  was  the  fact  that  the 
three  individuals  who  performed  the  important  parts  in  1826  were 
still  living  and  vigorous,  and  anxious  to  act  in  the  same  capacity 
again.  Much  correspondence  was  had,  ])ut  it  was  finally  agreed  to 
call  a  meeting  of  those  who  M'orc  favoi-al)le,  and  one  was  held  of 
considera])lc  interest,  especially  with  the  aged  men  of  the  former  oc- 
casion. Committees  were  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  matter 
in  its  varied  departments.  Soon  the  people  were  generally  aroused, 
and  several  unanticipated  appendages  were  added.  It  was  not  or- 
iginally designed  to  have  cannon  to  employ  in  the  exercises.  ]>nt 
some  were  unwilling  to  have  the  day  pass  without  the  roar  of  can- 
non, ami  it  was  had  principally  tlirough  tlu^  persistent  urgency  of 
J.  (jr.  Tyler.  It  was  a.fterward  suggc^steil  tliat  young  ladies  be  se- 
lected to  represent  the  several  States,  dressed  in  suitable  miiform, 
wliieh  met  the  appi'ob;itiou  of  tlie  managei's.  Tliis  proposition  was 
suggi'sted  by  Miss  Josephine  Mott,  and  goes  to  her  credit.  Miss 
Satt  Sanford  with  A.  E.  H.  Ladd  and  wife,  had  the  charge  of  the 
selection  of  these  young  ladies  and  suggesting  the  manner  of  their 
costumes,  which  was  very  creditably  performed.  Soon  the  project 
of  a  company  of  fusileers  was  started,  which  was  got  up  and  man- 
aged with  ('onsummate  skill  and  nuiturity  of  design.  Arrangements 
were  also  made  foi"  tii"e  works  in  the  t^vening. 

Now  follow  four  biographieid  notices  of  the  persons  who  en- 
gage<l  in  the  c(debratioii  of  1826,  and  also  in  1876.  It  will  Iteseen 
that  this  may  lie  o])eii  to  tlie  cliarge  of  egotism,  inasmuch  as  in  the 
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responses  after  dinner  there  will  l)e  some  repetition,  bnt  it  was  in- 
dispensable that  the  speakers  be  left  antranimeled,  and  that  they 
were  confined  to  the  subjects  allotted  to  them. 


NUMBER  XXXIX. 

FREDERICK  HYDE  spent  a  portion  of  his  youth  here.  He 
early  engaged  as  teacher  of  the  common  schools,  and  was 
considered  eminent  in  that  employment.  He  afterwards  studied 
medicine — the  earliei-  part  of  liis  pupilage  being  with  Dr.  Hiram 
Moe,  of  Lansing,  Tompkins  county,  and  the  later  portion  with  Dr. 
Horace  Bronson,  of  Virgil,  Cortland  county  ;  and  after  graduating 
at  Fairfield  Medical  College,  he  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Cortland,  where  he  now  resides,  actively  engaged 
in  tlie  duties  of  liis  profession.  He,  in  due  time,  acquired  the  repu- 
tation of  an  eminent  physician,  which  he  still  maintains.  He  has 
the  confidence  of  the  community  as  the  following  facts  will  fully 
testify.  He  was  Trustee  of  the  Cortlandville  Academy,  from  its 
first  organization,  while  it  continued  ;  and  on  the  resignation  of  its 
first  President,  Judge  Reynolds,  he  was  elected  in  his  place.  He 
has  been  Trustee  of  the  Cortland  Nornud  and  Training  School  since 
its  commencement,  and  is  now  President  of  the  Board.  He  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Coi'tlan<l  Savings  Bank.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Cortland  County  Medical  Society  since  1833.  He  was  a  meml)er 
of  the  Medical  Association  of  Southern  Central  New  York,  during 
its  lifetime.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Medical  Association  of 
New  York.  He  was  elected  a  permanent  memlier  of  the  New  York 
St;ite  Medical  Society,  in  1854,  and  was  elected  its  President  in 
1865.  He  participated  in  tlie  organization  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Associatio7i  at  Pliiladelphia,  in  1847,  and  has  continued  a  per- 
manent meml)er  of  the  same.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society  to  tlie  International  Medical  Congress 
held  in  Philadel])liia,  1876. 
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Eurlv  ill  liis  professional  life  lie  l»Oi>vui  to  contrihutc  to  the  litora- 
tnro  of  tlie  incdical  profession,  and  has  continnef]  to  do  so,  as  the 
Anunican  nicdieal  journals  and  printed  transactions  of  the  different 
juodical  associations  in  which  he  is  honored  with  membership,  will 
;ilnind;intly  show.  lie  held  the  professorship  of  Surgery  in  Geneva 
Medical  Colleg'e,  and  discharged  its  duties  for  sixteen  years.  On 
the  organization  of  the  Medical  l)e|)art!ncnt  of  Syracuse  Ilnivei'sity 
he  was  elected  Professor  of  Surgeiy  in  this  institution,  the  duties  of 
whicli  ])ost  he  continues  to  discharge.  He  has  ever  been  Hccountcd 
a  niau  of  integrity,  sound  judgement  and  practical  sagacity.  Also 
combining  the  traits  end>ra(ted  in  tlie  comprehensive  word,  relidhle. 
lie  has  generally  enjoyed  excellent  hoaltli,  whicli,  for  a  man  of  his 
age  gives  him  a  remarkable  youthful  a]>])earance. 


NUMBER   XL. 

NATHAN  BOUTON  was  born  in  Virgil,  July  27th,  1S02. 
His  early  life  was  familial-  with  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships inrndient  to  the  time.  His  opportunities  for  education  were 
such  as  other  children  and  youth  of  the  time  enjoyed.  He  was  sujv 
])osed  at  the  age  of  thirteen  to  be  ratlu>r  an  adept  in  figures,  which 
led  his  fond  father  to  determine  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  be- 
come a  land  surveyor.  A  place  w"as  found  in  Genoa  where  an  ex- 
jierienced  surveyor  lived,  who  was  pui'suaded  to  take  him  and  teach 
him  the  elements  of  the  profession,  in  the  Spring  of  1816.  The  ex- 
pense was  three  dollars  for  tuition  and  two  dollars  for  board.  All 
the  knowledge  he  ever  gained  iifterward  on  the  subject  was  the  re- 
sult of  his  own  experience  and  study.  He  was  not  furnished  with 
instruments  till  1823,  when  he  commenced  practical  land  surveying, 
and  continued  the  same  employment  during  forty-four  years,  when 
nearly  all  tin;  work,  after  ten  years,  was  in  settling  disputed  lines 
and  hnrmoniziuii  those  in  conflict.     The  work  done  has  l)een  rather 
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extensive  and  Pr)rea<l  over  a  larirc  share  of  tlie  towns  of  Yirsil,  Mar- 
atlion,  Lapeer,  Harford,  Cortlandville  and  Dryden.  Also  some  in 
Freetown,  Scott,  Truxton  and  Homer,  implying  the  confidence  of 
the  general  pnblic  in  his  skill  and  accnracy. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  employed  in  teaching  scliool,  in 
wdiich  he  continued  from  time  to  time,  till  1845,  in  which  he  evinced 
great  perseverance,  though  not  always  very  popular.  In  connection 
to  this  he  was  ap])ointed  to  school  ottices,  such  as  Commissioner, 
Inspector,  and  Town  Superintendent.  He  has  always  been  a  sti-ong 
friend  to  education  and  an  effici(Mit  promoter  of  the  cause,  in  the 
time  of  his  active  life.  The  fact  of  Ids  writing  out  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  father,  the  plan  for  tlie  New  York  and  Erie  Haihviiy, 
has  been  sufficiently  set  forth  in  tlie  previous  pages.  In  1857  it 
pleased  the  people  to  commit  to  his  trust  the  interests  of  the  county, 
and  he  was  elected  to  tlie  office  of  State  Legislator,  by  a  majoi-ity  of 
nine  hundred  or  there-abouts ;  the  duties  of  which  he  performed  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Since  that  time  he  lias  been 
chosen  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  against  a  very  popular  compet- 
itor. In  moral  and  i-eligious  aspects  he  has  had  much  to  do,  and, 
especially,  in  tlie  late  renovation  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  he  has  l>een  for  more  than  fifty  years  an  efficient  member. 
He  was  chosen  to  the  office  of  Deacon,  Jnne  21,  1833,  which  office 
he  has  lield  since.  He  has  l)een  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  temper- 
ance cause  since  1829,  and  of  the  anti-slavery  cause  since  its  first 
inauguration.  He  has  l»een  the  tirm  snp})orter  of  all  the  causes 
operating  in  the  comnmnity,  that  have  promised  the  progress  and 
well-being  of  the  same.  Among  other  things  he  gave  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Syracuse  &  Binghamton  Railroad  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  lost  it ;  also  to  the  Southern  Central  thi-ee  Inindred  dollars, 
and  lost  two  hundred  of  the  same.  He  has  likewise  had  committed 
to  his  trust  the  settlement  of  six  or  more  estates;  and  three  of  them 
were  heavy,  involving  the  adjustment  and  distril)ution  to  the  legatees 
of  the  several  estates,  the  portions  due  to  them  respectively.  All 
the  estates  involved  embj-aced  interests  of  more  than  fifty  thousand 
dollars;  and  all  this  has  1)een  done  without  any  fault  being  found 
from  any  reputable  source.  He  has  also  collected  the  material  for 
the  History  of  this  Town,  which  is  now,  at  the  time  of  this  writing, 
in  press,  and  has  written  the  same  out. 
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NUMBER  XLI. 

COL.  MICHAEL  FRANK  was  born  hi  Virgil,  December  12th, 
1804.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  the 
Town  and  its  vicnnity.  During  the  years  of  his  residence  here  he 
hecame  widely  known  in  the  county.  He  was  elected  Inspector  of 
Common  Schot^ls  several  years  in  succession ;  also  elected  Supervis- 
or of  the  Town.  He  was  chosen  Captain  of  the  first  company  of 
artillery  organized  here.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  formation 
of  several  societies  for  mutual  improvement  among  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  Town.  On  the  Fourth  of  July,  1826,  he  delivered  an 
oi'ation  on  the  occasion  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  American 
Independence,  and  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1828,  he  delivered  a  tem- 
perance oration  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  first  Tem- 
perance Society  in  the  Town. 

He  changed  liis  residence  from  Virgil  to  Preble,  in  the  north 
part  of  the  county,  in  1836,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  where  he  married  Miss  Caroline  J.  Carpenter,  his 
present  wife.  While  in  Preble  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the 
town,  in  1838,  and  Town  Clerk,  in  1839,  which  latter  office  he  re- 
signed, to  go  west.  In  the  fall  of  1839  he  moved  to  Southport, 
now  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  at  which  place  he  became  associated  in 
the  publication  of  a  newspjiper,  The  Southport  Teleyrajyh;  and  was 
connected  with  that  paper,  altogether,  about  twelve  years.  He  also 
had  editorial  charge  of  other  papers,  for  short  periods.  Prior  to 
the  adoption  of  State  government  in  Wisconsin,  he  was  a  nuMnl)er 
of  the  Territorial  Council  three  years,  and  after  the  adoption  of 
State  government,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Asseml)ly 
one  year.  He  was  elected  by  the  Legislatiu'e  in  1848,  one  of  the 
P>oard  of  Commissioners  to  revise  the  laws  of  the  State  ;  also  elec^ted 
by  the  Legislature  in  1861,  a  mend»er  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
the  State  University. 

On  the  incoi'poration  of  Southport  as  a  village,  in  1840,  he  was 
chosen  President  of  the  village ;  and  on  the  change  of  the  name,  of 
Southport  to  Kenosha,  in  1850,  and  the  incorporation  of  the  place 
as  a  city,  he  was  chosen  Mayor.  He  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Pea(^e  two  years,  Ti'oasurer  of  Kenosha  county  four  years.  City 
Superintend(^nt  of  Schools  six  years.     He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
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at  the  city  of  Kenosha,  by  President  Lincoln,  and  held  the  office 
about  six  years.  In  the  military  line  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Dodge,  of  Wisconsin,  Colonel  of  the  militia,  and  subsequently  Gen- 
eral of  the  militia.  Although  commissioned  a  General,  he  has  been 
more  familiarly  known  the  past  thirty  years,  as  Colonel  Frank. 

In  matters  of  religion,  morals  and  education,  he  lias  a  well  earned 
reputation.  He  united  with  tlie  Congregational  Church  at  Soutli- 
port,  in  1840,  and  has  retained  a  church  conne(!tion  ever  since.  He 
was  active  in  the  early  temperance  movements  in  Wisconsin,  and 
has  always  been  a  firm  friend  of  the  cause.  In  educational  mattei-s, 
particularly  the  introduction  of  the  Free  School  System  in  Wiscon- 
sin, he  did  efficient  service  througli  the  press,  and  other  agencies. 
In  1870  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerksliip  in  the  Treasm-y  Depart- 
ment, at  Washington.  During  the  period  of  over  eight  years  since 
he  has  l)een  in  government  employ,  he  has  been  comparatively  iso- 
lated, as  most  government  employees  are.  The  only  marked  event 
in  his  history  during  this  time,  was  the  delivery  of  an  oration,  July 
4th,  1876,  in  connnemoration  of  the  Hundredth  Anniversary  of 
Ameri(tan  Independence,  in  the  same  town  and  village  where  he 
delivered  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  oration,  just  a  half  century  Ijefore. 
It  is  probable  that  no  event  parallel  to  this  occurred  among  the  over 
forty  million  of  people  in  the  United  States. 


NUMBER  XLII. 

COLONEL  WILLIAM  SQUIRES.  Tliough  he  was  not  born 
oi-  reared  in  Virgil,  yet,  as  he  was  the  Marshal  (the  duties 
of  which  office  he  performed  with  peculiar  activity,)  at  the  Centen- 
nial, where  the  tlu-ee  preceding  individuals  who  had  participated 
in  the  two  celebrations  fifty  years  apart,  it  was  concluded  to  be  fit- 
ting that  a  brief  1)iographical  sketch  should  be  given  of  him  also. 

William  Squires,  son  of  Zachariah  and  Catharine  Squires,  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Novemlter  28,  1798.     With  the  excep- 
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tion  of  the  jtrivutioii  and  hardship  whicli  is  nnavoidahh'  with  all  I'arlv 
settlers,  the  early  life  of  the  suhjcct  of  this  sketch  was  not  reniark- 
alile  or  unusual. 

Ills  opportunities  for  education  wore  limited  ;  yet,  hy  perseverance 
he  acquired  such  a  knowledge  of  the  coiniiion  branches  as  was  then 
considered  necessary  for  ordinary  business  transactions.  lie  lived 
witli  his  father  on  a  farm,  just  west  of  the  corporation  line,  until  he 
was  twenty -four  years  of  age.  In  1823  he  married  Lncy  C'hnrcli, 
liis  ]>resent  wnfe.  To  clear  up  a  farm  of  dense  forest,  ])ay  lor  it, 
provide  the  necessary  buildings,  support  his  family  and  fuliill  the 
o])ligations  of  society,  was  tlu^  task  to  whicli  he  invited  himself,  and 
which  by  the  most  untiring  industry  and  good  management,  lie  ac- 
complished at  an  earlier  day  than  even  he  had  anticipated,  and  was 
permitted  to  live  for  a  mnnber  of  years  thereafter  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  toil  and  witness  the  improvement  which  his  own  hands  liad 
wrought.  He  served  twenty-two  years  in  the  militia  of  the  State, 
holding  commissions  of  Captain,  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Colonel. 
In  early  life  he  interested  himself  in  religious  affairs, — was  among 
the  first  to  espouse  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  lielped  to  inaugu- 
i-ate  the  Washingtonian  Society.  The  anti-slavery  movement,  in  its 
very  Ix^ginning,  found  in  him  a  fearless  supporter.  In  the  years  of 
1865  and  18G6  he  represented  his  town  in  the  Board  of  Su]>ervisors 
acceptably  to  his  constituents.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  and 
actives  nuinagers  of  the  "  Marathon  Cenietery  " — one  of  the  noted 
institutions  of  the  place.  About  the  year  1803,  he  moved  into  the 
village,  leaving  his  farm  in  the  charge  of  his  son, — since  which  tim(>, 
though  almost  always  busy,  he  has  not  confined  himself  to  the  man- 
agement of  l)usiness.  He  is  now  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
bids  fair  to  live  yet  a  mmdier  of  years. 
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Referenceg  to  the   project  of  the  Erie 
Railroad  as   formulated  and   initiated   by  I'at.ianiel  Bouton, 
of  Virgxl,   N.Y»,  and  published  by  him  in  a  coiamunication 
to  the  Cortland  Observer,  February  22,  1828   (q.v.), 
occur  on  pages   33  and  41-42  of  this  pamphlet:  TH3 
FEST.U.  aATKgRING   OF  TiE  EARLY  SETTLERS  A1:j  PIU.SZMT 
INIiABITAinS  OF  VffiGIL,    miH  Oi;  TuUtUDaY,  Tj;S  25th  OF 
AUGU3T,   1853  -  and  reprinted  with  Supplementary  Letters 
in  x878  by  Mathan  Bouton.        Further  references  occur  on 
pages  18   and   19,   ai.d  73-75  of  these   Supplerceu'&ary 
Letters. 

A  copy  of  the   original   issue   of  the  Cortland 
ubsorver,   containing   the   above   cci/jnunication,   is   in  the 
possession  of  the  Cortland  Public  Library,  at  Cortland, 

Archibald  L.   Bouton 
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